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The mission of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) is to conserve California native plants and their
natural habitats, and increase understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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Chapter Council Report for 2016
Text and photos ofSagehen Creek Field Station flowers
by Gabi McLean, Chapter Council Delegate

THE LAST TIME I reported on the chapter council was a year ago when I
explained the organizational structure of CNPS and the functions of

the chapter council in The Paintbrush of Winter 2016. In this issue I will
summarize the four chapter council meetings that took place in 2016.

In March 2016 we met in San Pedro, only 45 miles from Pasadena, at the
Deane Dana Friendship Park Nature Center. The two standing agenda
items are the reports by the Board President, Steve Hartman, and by the
Executive Director, Dan Gluesenkamp. We heard updates about the CNPS
finances and the Phytophthora Policy. Most importantly, we discussed and
tweaked and finalized the Strategic Plan for 2016 through 2021. CNPS
finances have improved steadily with the economic recovery and Dan’s
fundraising skills. The financial outlook is hopeful and the plan is to
invest in more professional staff to carry out our mission.

The Phytophthora Policy is short for the “Policy on Preventing Infection
and Spread of Harmful Pathogens via Native Plant Nursery and Plant Sale
Stock”. This policy became important with the increasing occurrences of
the pathogen phytophthora which thrives on hot, wet soil and occurs

Bach’s downingia (Downingia
bacigalupii) forms blue/purple
masses in drying vernal pools and
grassy meadows on the
northeastern California sagebrush
steppe. Inset photo by Keir Morse.
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more when potted plants are watered
(overwatered) without proper drainage. All of
CNPS chapters’ plant sales are now following this
policy and making sure the suppliers of the native
plants for our plant sales follow best practices and
plants are not infected by this pathogen. The
policy is posted on the CNPS.org website under
News.

In June 2016 the CC meeting took us to the Sierras
at the Sagehen Creek Field Station in Truckee, CA.
This is a beautiful place in a semi-remote
wilderness with cabins and tent sites and a rustic
environment where lots of research takes place.
The show of flowers at the field trips was
spectacular!

Besides the reports by Steve and
Dan, the agenda covered an
update to the Strategic Plan with a
list of current activities that staff is
working on to implement the
plan. Other items were a
presentation of the Use, History
and Science at the Sagehen Creek
Field Station including the art
program, the National Forests
plan revision process, use of bequests, and several
breakout sessions discussing conservation issues
and membership recruitment. Future meeting
locations were explored with the intent of getting
to know the vastly different habitats that we can
find in our state and keeping in mind accessibility
for participants.

In September 2016 the Chapter Council met in
Morro Bay. The fall meeting traditionally focuses
on conservation issues. So beside the usual

President’s report and Executive Director ’s report,
the meeting focused on an update of the planning
efforts for the Conservation
Conference which is scheduled
for February 2018, in Los
Angeles. For a list of
conservation successes and
challenges, you can read the
Conservation Report for 2015-16
found online at CNPS.org under
Conservation. It is so
encouraging to hear success
stories on which we can build
when we continue to strive for more protection for
native plant habitat.

In December 2016 the Chapter Council meeting
took place in Berkeley at the University of
California. I was not able to attend, but our
alternate delegate, Jane Tirrell, represented our
chapter. Besides the standing agenda items, the
CNPS state election results (where our very own
Gabi McLean was elected treasurer for the state
CNPS Board of Directors, ed.) were announced, and
the Conservation Analyst position was explained.
This conservation analyst is currently working for
and funded by the East Bay Chapter. The southern
California chapters have been asking for a like
position for our area, but the funding had been an
issue. The current proposal is for a position located
in southern California, working in our local area
and funded by the local chapters and with
matching funds from the state office, potentially
using bequests. The details have not yet been
determined. I expect there will be more discussions
and problem solving ahead before the position is
advertised.

For future chapter council meetings, we would like
to encourage CNPS members to attend the
meetings and especially the field trips. Wherever
your interests lie, participation in relevant
presentations and hearing from other folks and
other chapters offer ideal learning and networking
opportunities. If you are interested, you can find
information about past and future meetings on the
CNPS.org website (select Admin in the upper right
corner, in tiny print, then select Chapter Council
meetings). Hope to see you at one of our next
meetings in 2017.



The Paintbrush, Spring 2017 Appreciation 3

Chapter Service Recognition
Text by Graham Bothwell, photos by Shelly Magier

OUR chapter ’s general meeting on January 26
saw the presentation of certificates of

appreciation to two longstanding chapter members
who are much loved and appreciated for their
dedicated service to the chapter over many years.

Eva Morgan is well-known for her leadership of
our monthly Sunday morning plant walks over a
period of more than fifteen years, introducing
many newcomers to the botany of the grounds
surrounding the Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Eva
was also a chapter board member throughout that
period. Her enthusiasm and commitment to the
chapter touched so many of us.

Mickey Long’s contributions to the chapter are so
numerous that we can mention only a few of them.
As a founding member, he was one of those
instrumental in establishing the chapter in 1984. He
has served as both president and vice-president.
Mickey has been a frequent and popular
contributor to this newsletter over many years, and
he was rare plant chair for almost the life of the
chapter. He continues to be proactive in
conservation issues.

The chapter is fortunate to have members such as
Eva and Mickey. They make all the difference to
what the chapter is, and what it achieves. It is with
sincere gratitude that we recognize them both.

Left: Eva Morgan receives her certificate from chapter
president Orchid Black
Top right: Mickey Long with chapter president Orchid
Black
Bottom right: Mickey Long led our first field trip.
Excerpt from the chapter’s first newsletter, July 1984
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Introducing Susan Flaming, New Field Trip Coordinator
by herself

SUSAN Flaming joined the California Native Plant Society in 1992, but only recently has found enough free
time to participate actively. She happily retired after working almost 50 years, first in education and then

in the corporate world. Her first big native plant adventure was a complete replanting of her Pasadena yard
with native and Mediterranean plants in July 2014. Her next big adventure was trying to keep most of them
alive (she’s batting about 600 now). For the past 12 years she has volunteered at the county, city and local
level with foster and probation youth and the agencies that support
them.

Susan is a lifelong hiking enthusiast, along with her husband Dan and
children Matthew and Aurelia. She was bitten by the wildflower
photography bug last year, because she found that “Wildflowers are
more stationary subjects than birds.” She looks forward to getting
acquainted with San Gabriel CNPS Chapter members and supporting
a lively roster of trip opportunities for everyone’s enjoyment. She is
seeking volunteers to guide Field Trips, and to write Trip Reports (or
be interviewed by her, so she can complete a Trip Report).

Saturday, March 18, 2017, 9:00 am
RIM OF THE VALLEY TRAIL,
DEUKMEJIAN WILDERNESS PARK
Moderate, round trip approx. 2.5 mi.,
elevation gain and loss approx. 800 ft.
Jane Tirrell and Helena Bowman, co-leaders

The Rim of the Valley Trail leads through
chaparral, sage scrub and riparian habitats to
Haines Canyon Road and eventually (via the road)
to the summit of Mt. Lukens. We will only go as far
as the streambed in Cook’s Canyon, a distance of
about 1.2 miles. With the abundant rainfall this
winter, annual wildflowers should be putting on a
good display; many have already made their
appearance. We will also see many of the chaparral
shrubs in flower. The views across Crescenta Valley
to the Verdugo Mountains are spectacular. Bring
something to eat; we’ll have lunch in the picnic
area when the walk is finished.

Directions to Deukmejian Wilderness Park, 3429
Markridge Road, La Crescenta:
From the 210 Freeway, take exit 17A for
Pennsylvania Avenue. Go north on Pennsylvania to
Foothill Blvd. and turn left. Turn right on New
York Avenue; continue to Markridge Road and to
the park entrance. Restrooms are available near the

parking area. Note: this is a popular hiking spot
especially on weekends. Please carpool if possible,
since parking may be limited. It may be necessary
to park along Markridge Road and walk up the
park entrance road. We will meet in front of the
historic Le Mesnager barn.

Sunday, March 19, 2017, 9 am
PLACERITA CANYON
Easy to moderate
Katie Gallagher, leader

We will look at the effects of the Sand Fire and see
some early blooming chaparral plants such as
ceanothus and California peony. Take the 210 Fwy
to the 5 Fwy to the 14 Fwy to Placerita Canyon
Road. Turn right and proceed to park.

Deukmejian Wilderness Park. Jane Tirrell
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Saturday, April 8, 2017, 8:30-12 noon
SADDLEBACK BUTTE STATE PARK,
ANTELOPE VALLEY
Easy to moderate
Mickey Long, leader

This trip will explore the plants and ecology of the
central Antelope Valley. The leader plans to discuss
the ecosystem as a whole, plants, birds, reptiles and
desert ecology with emphasis on vegetation. We
will hope the rains were sufficient to provide for
wildflowers, but desert plants are interesting
regardless. We may hike part of the trail (2.5 mi.) to
the top of the butte.

Saddleback Butte is located approximately 17 miles
East of Lancaster. Take the 14 (Antelope Valley
Fwy.) Fwy north to exit at East Avenue J in
Lancaster. Travel east on Avenue J to the junction
with 170th St. East. Meet at 8:30 am along the dirt
shoulder at the junction of Ave. J and 170th. Water
and toilets are located near the picnic area. Wear
good sturdy shoes or boots, a hat, bring water and
snacks and a lunch if you wish to join us at the
covered picnic areas. A per car entrance fee of $6 is
required.

Saturday-Sunday, April 29-30 2017, May 6-7 if it
rains

TEJON RANCH CONSERVANCY
Easy to moderate
John Thompson, leader

Overnight field trip to Tejon Ranch Conservancy,
the 270,000-acre reserve in the Tehachapi
Mountains. This will be a docent-led tour of this
enormous area of biodiversity during the peak of

spring blooming. This trip is currently full, but a
waitlist is being maintained. Each participant must
fill out a sign-up form found here: cnps-
sgm.org/events

Saturday, May 13, 8:00 am and the following
Sunday, May 14, 2017, 10 am

BRYOPHYTES AT BUCKHORN
CAMPGROUND AND CSULA
Moderate
Paul Wilson, leader

In cooperation with the Bryophyte Chapter, a pair
of events is offered. (1) A hike from Buckhorn
Campground on Saturday, May 13. A handout with
photos is promised. Meet at 8:00 am at the base of
Highway 2 just north of the exit off the 210 at La
Cañada Flintridge to carpool. Bring an Adventure
Pass if you have one, water, and food if you plan to
eat. (2) The next day, on Sunday, May 14, at 10:00
am, there will be a follow-up microscope session at
CSU Los Angeles, Annenberg Science Complex, La
Kretz Hall, Room 344. People may come to either
or both. For event updates, check
bryophyte.cnps.org

Saturday, June 3, 2017, 10:00 am
UPPER MANZANITA TRAIL FROM
VINCENT GAP TO DORR CANYON
Moderate; round trip approx. 5 mi.
elevation loss and gain approx. 1000 ft.
Jane Tirrell and Helena Bowman, co-leaders

This trail is part of the High Desert National
Recreation Trail that connects mountain and desert
habitats. We will go as far as Dorr Canyon

Distant view of Saddleback Butte. Graham Bothwell

Fontinalis antipyretica, which is found at only a few
places in the TR, including Buckhorn. Paul Wilson
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depending on the wishes of the group; the
Manzanita Trail ends at Big Rock Creek near
Southfork Campground. The object of this walk is
to see the California flannel bushes in bloom. There
are many other interesting plants along this trail as
well as some unique geology; the trail runs along
the trace of the Punchbowl Fault. See the web page
by Tom Chester and Jane Strong for a detailed
description:
tchester.org/ sgm/ trails/manzanita.html. Bring
lunch and plenty of water.

Directions to Vincent Gap: Take California State
Route 2, the Angeles Crest Highway, from either La
Cañada (about 52 miles) or Big Pines near
Wrightwood (about 5 miles) to the large parking
area at Vincent Gap. A restroom is available and an
Adventure Pass is needed. The Manzanita Trail
descends from the north side of the highway.

Saturday, July 15, 2017, 10:00 am
SNOWMELT GULLIES OF THE UPPER
ANGELES CREST HIGHWAY
Easy, mostly driving; please carpool as
parking may be limited
Jane Tirrell and Graham Bothwell, co-
leaders

Along the section of the Angeles Crest Highway on
either side of its highest point on Dawson Saddle,
are several north-facing drainages that remain
clogged with snow in wet years until relatively late
in the season. When the snow finally melts, the
gullies are filled with a profusion of flowers that

include western columbine, Bigelow’s sneezeweed,
giant red paintbrush, stream orchid, blue-eyed
grass, and lemon lily. We will meet at Islip Saddle
and drive east along the highway, stopping to
explore the snowmelt gullies. We should carpool as
much as possible. Bring lunch.

Directions to Islip Saddle: Take California State
Route 2, the Angeles Crest Highway, from La
Canada (about 40 miles) or Big Pines near
Wrightwood (about 16 miles). Islip Saddle is the
trailhead for the Pacific Crest Trail to Little Jimmy,
Mt. Islip and Mt. Baden-Powell to the east and Mt.
Williamson and Kratka Ridge to the west. It is also
the junction of California State Highway 39 (closed
above Crystal Lake) with the Angeles Crest
Highway. There is a restroom in the parking area.
An Adventure Pass is needed.

Manzanita Trail showing red gouge in center. Jane Tirrell

Snow melt gully. Graham Bothwell

P L A N T W A L K S
On the second Sunday of each month except July
and August at 9 am. Take a gentle, 2-hour walk
around the Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Make
friends with people of similar interests and learn
the names and habits of the native plants in the
surrounding area.

April – Evan Meyer
May – Cliff and Gabi McLean
June – Bob Dollins

B O A R D M E E T I N G S
On the third Thursday of odd-numbered months
except July from 7:30 to 9 pm. All members are
welcome.
May 18



Board Meetings, Programs and Plant Walks take place at Eaton Canyon Nature Center
1750 North Altadena Drive, Pasadena CA 91107, (626) 398-5420

The San Gabriel Mountains Chapter emails
announcements about upcoming events — talks,
hikes, sales, last-minute notices and late-breaking
news. You can sign up for our mailing list by going
to our email subscription page at cnps-
sgm.org/ subscribe or by contacting Cliff McLean
at cliff.mclean@att.net. Use the web page cnps-
sgm.org/ contact to contact committee chairs listed
on page 8 for the latest information about chapter
activities.
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On the fourth Thursday of each month except July,
August, November, and December. Socializing
begins at 7 pm and the program at 7:30 pm.

Thursday, April 27, 2017,
7:30 pm
The Saga of Nevin’s
Barberry: SoCal Native on
the Brink of Extinction
with Loraine Washburn

Nevin’s Barberry, Berberis
nevinii, was an early
adopter of the SoCal
lifestyle, but with so many members of Homo
sapiens subsequently jumping on that bandwagon,
the fate of Nevin’s Barberry took a turn for the
worse, and things have ended up rather badly for
this native prickly barberry—it is now an
endangered species. What is the story of this rare
southern Californian shrub? Why is it so rare in the
foothills of the Transverse and Peninsular ranges to
which it is native, and yet quite amenable to life in
southern California gardens? Loraine will present
her findings from a population genetics,
demography and reproduction study of this
species in light of the current status of Nevin’s
Barberry, and discuss prospects for its restoration
going forward.

Loraine Washburn is currently Conservation
Botanist and Laboratory Manager at Rancho Santa
Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont. Her research
focus at RSABG is on population genetics; her
interests are in plant conservation, reproduction,
and interpreting science to lay audiences.

Thursday May 25, 2017, 7:30 pm
Conserving Plants on a Changing Planet
with Evan Meyer

It is no secret that a large portion of the world’s
biodiversity is in an extremely perilous position.
The variety of threats facing wild organisms
requires a corresponding variety of solutions. One
of the most critical threats, the loss of habitat, can
be addressed through the preservation of
wildlands (in-situ conservation). But this alone
cannot protect rare species from extinction. Ex-situ
conservation seeks to protect individual species by
maintaining and augmenting their populations
outside of their natural habitats. Evan will describe
examples of how these efforts are being carried out
in southern California and discuss his belief that
preserving biodiversity for future generations will
require creativity, humility, and adaptation to the
realities of a changing planet.

Evan Meyer is the Assistant Director at the Mildred
E. Mathias Botanical Garden at the University of
California, Los Angeles. Prior to this, he was the
Seed Conservation Program Manager at Rancho
Santa Ana Botanic Garden.

Thursday, June 22, 2017, 7:30 p.m
Conservation Gardening, Citizen Scientists, and
the Fight to Save our Flowers: It's the End of
the World as We Know It and I Feel Fine!
with Daniel Gluesenkamp, Ph.D.

For over 50 years, the California Native Plant
Society has protected our native plants and
celebrated California’s wild gardens. During those
decades, the human population has doubled and
conservation in California has been dramatically
transformed. Against all odds, a dedicated
community of plant lovers, using a growing
diversity of conservation tools, has somehow
managed to save most of the plants and places that
make California special. As we look to the
future, we see continued population growth, as
well as new threats, and wonder how to save
California for the future. Dan Gluesenkamp will
speak about plants, places, projects, and engage
in a discussion of how to learn and work together
to make a real and lasting difference.
Continued on page 8.
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CHAPTER DIRECTORY

Chapter officers
President: Orchid Black
Vice President: Lyn McAfee
Secretary: Shelly Magier
Treasurer: Jane Tirrell
Chapter Council
Delegate: Gabi McLean

Appointed board members
Graham Bothwell
Helena Bowman
Barbara Eisenstein
Clifford McLean
Katie Gallagher

Committees
Newsletter: Jane Strong, editor
Graham Bothwell
Lyn McAfee
Clifford McLean, distribution
Conservation: Jane Tirrell
Jane Strong
Clifford McLean
Mickey Long, adviser
Education/Outreach: Kathy Sturdevant
Roger Klemm
Field trips: Susan Flaming
Terry Keller
Plant walks: Katie Gallagher
Bob Dollins
Horticulture: Barbara Eisenstein
Hospitality: Helena Bowman

Invasive plants: Roger Klemm
Membership: Clifford McLean
Gabi McLean
Past president: Gabi McLean
Programs: Naomi Fraga
Shelly Magier
Rare plants: chair open
Jane Strong
Jane Tirrell
Mickey Long, adviser
Social media: Elizabeth Christy
Shelly Magier
Naomi Fraga
Graham Bothwell
Clifford McLean
Web site: Graham Bothwell

Notes From The Hillside
with Graham Bothwell

Following beautifully regular rain throughout
the winter, we all expect a great showing of
wildflowers this spring. Here on the hillsides of
western Pasadena, I’m wondering whether that
will actually be the case. The flowers are indeed
appearing, but the competition from grasses is
so much more noticeable than usual. Also, some
common annuals that were prominent in recent
years have died during recent hot summers.
Here are a few of the flowers seen this February
on the hillsides.

Photos: top left, chaparral currant; top right,
hoaryleaf ceanothus; bottom left, strigose lotus;
bottom right, California peony

Dan Gluesenkamp is Executive Director of the
California Native Plant Society and works with
CNPS staff and chapters to protect, understand,
and celebrate California’s native flora.

Programs, continued.




