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A Note from the Newly Elected Chapter
Council Delegate
by Gabi McLean, Chapter Council Delegate

AT OUR last program meeting in October, I was elected Chapter Council (CC)
Delegate. Previously, the Chapter President , Orchid Black, performed the

Chapter Council Delegate duties. Since Orchid was elected Chapter Council Chair
(for 2015/2016), her duties as Delegate and as Chair conflicted with each other. So it
was advisable to have a separate person be the Delegate, as some other chapters
have as well. I was duly elected for that position. Thank you for your vote of
confidence in my representing our chapter.

At our October meeting, I got the impression that folks were unsure about the
purpose of the CC delegates and their duties. To understand this position, one
must understand what the Chapter Council is and what it does. The Chapter
Council is a vital governance body of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS).
Here is a brief summary of how CNPS is organized.

The organizational structure consists of chapters and their individual members, the
Chapter Council, the Board of Directors, the Executive Director and his/her staff
(currently about 16), and Program Committees.

We currently have 34 regional Chapters and one interest-focused chapter, the
Bryophyte Chapter. Chapters report annually financial data and volunteer activities
to the CNPS state office. Chapters organize native plant sales, field trips, evening
programs, and other outreach activities. Chapters also advocate for local
conservation issues and participate in conservation and habitat restoration
activities.

The Chapter Council is composed of a delegate from each chapter. The council has
the authority normally ascribed to the membership of a non-profit corporation, in
particular electing the Board of Directors, approving changes to the bylaws, and
reviewing and evaluating the work of the Board of Directors. The council
periodically reviews and/or modifies the Society’s vision, mission, and goals,
participates in strategic planning, and enacts key policies relating to native plant
protection and appreciation. The CC meetings provide a forum for discussing
issues of interest to all chapters, and opportunity to build strong relationships
among the governing bodies of the Society. The Council meets quarterly, in March,
June, September, and December. The locations of these meetings vary and are

The mission of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) is to conserve California native plants and their natural
habitats, and increase understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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designed to make delegates familiar with the rich
diversity of California’s flora.

The Delegates are Chapter presidents or other Chapter
members elected by the Chapter membership or
designated by the Chapter board to serve on the
Chapter Council.

The Board of Directors exercise fiduciary oversight. The
board decides any litigation issues, and is responsible
for fundraising, supervising the Executive Director, and
participating in strategic planning. The Board of
Directors and Chapter Council collaborate on important
projects, such as Leadership Development and Strategic
Planning with joint committees comprised of
representatives of both bodies.

The Executive Director oversees administrative and
program staff, including volunteers, manages the
program committees, and helps develop and implement
action plans to carry out the Society’s goals as stated in
the Strategic Plan. Long term, statewide programs are
under the responsibility of the Executive Director as
well as specific program directors. Program directors
chair Program Committees, for conservation, education,

Cottonwood Canyon,
Pasadena Wildlife Corridor
Campaign
by Mickey Long, Conservation Chair

Our Chapter ’s donation to the Arroyos & Foothills
Conservancy has added to over $370,000 donated to
date from the community and groups to purchase 11
acres in Cottonwood Canyon just off the Arroyo Seco
northwest of the Rose Bowl. AFC has submitted grants
to the State for the reminder of the $1.3 million project
cost to purchase the canyon. Wildlife cameras placed in
the canyon have recently captured photos of bobcats,
deer, and raccoons.

In addition, the AFC is working hard on a major effort to
identify open space linkages from the Arroyo Seco on
the east through the San Rafael and Verdugo Hills to
Tujunga Wash, to maintain wildlife and native habitat
into and out of the San Gabriel Mountains. Conservation
Chair Mickey Long has been advising on the field work
and writing of grants, and the new Flora ofthe Verdugo
and San Rafael Mountains, coauthored by our Chapter
member, Naomi Fraga, has proved a big help in
specifically defining the plant communities, species
diversity and rare plants for this linkage.

New delegate, continued from page 1 .

horticulture, rare plant science, and vegetation science.

Please visit the CNPS state website www.CNPS.org for
additional information.

The Chapter Council Delegate is the point person and
the connection between the individual chapters (and
their members) and the CNPS board. It is my duty to
report to you about the work at the state office and at
other chapters and solicit input from you on new
policies and challenges, and share successes. With that
duty in mind, here is my most recent report.

In the latest Chapter Council meeting, in San Carlos, on
December 4-6, 2015, the Chapter Council:

* Approved a new policy Preventing Infection and
Spread of Harmful Pathogens Via Native Plant Nursery
and Plant Sale Stock.

* Reviewed, amended, and approved the Draft Strategic
Plan presented by the Strategic Planning Committee.
The plan contains the society’s mission, vision, goals,
and strategies. The Action Plans will be worked on by
the Executive Director and staff and presented at the
next CC meeting for approval in March.

Delegates watched several presentations about:

* Work being done on creating a Botanical Certification
Program that contains a code of ethics.

* The California Supreme Court decision on the Newhall
Ranch Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that
constituted a victory for CNPS and other environmental
organizations who had sued to prevent the massive
development in a huge area where several rare species
are seriously threatened. It is not known how the
developer will proceed – work on a new EIR with a
changed design or abandon the project.

* A new feature in the Calflora database, now there can
be species recorded that occur in Great Places.

* The next conservation conference, planned for January
or February, 2018, about two years away.

We also had the opportunity to attend field trips of
botanical interest. I chose one that visited a biological
preserve on property owned by Stanford University.
After all that mental work at the meeting, it was just the
right place to put my mind to ease. The lichens on trees
flowed mysteriously through the air, forming artsy and
melancholic shapes. So beautiful, so charming, so
calming--so worth preserving!
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Thanks to the
Volunteers at the
Plant Sale
by CliffMcLean

Here are the 36 people
who volunteered for the
plant sale, either Friday
unloading and setting up,
Saturday at the sale, or
both.

Alan Duke
Amy Nettleton
Anne Chomyn
Barbara Eisenstein
Caroline Brown
Cliff McLean
Cynthia Null
Daniel Geiger
Dave Matson
Emily Yarnall
Florida Brown
Gabi McLean
George Null
Graham Bothwell
Heather Sabin
Helena Bowman
Jane Tirrell
Jay Lieske
Jeff Sellers
Joe Hogg
Joy Walters
Karen Suarez
Kathy Sturdevant
Laura Scott Sellers
Lyn McAfee
Marge Mayotte-Hirn
Marilee Tobin
Mickey Long
Orchid Black
Roger Klemm
Rosalinda Vasquez
Rose Haig
Shelly Magier
Terry Keller
Terry Lindoerfer
Ty Garrison

Big Thanks to Cliff
McLean
for coordinating the
volunteer effort.

Fall Plant Sale Debrief
by Barbara Eisenstein, Plant Sale Coordinator

ONCE again the fall plant sale, our chapter ’s major fundraiser, was a big success.
Although the wholesale cost of the plants continues to increase, we managed to

do well, even though we have not raised prices for several years. In fact, our plants
were quite a bargain at $8.50 for a one-gallon, $25 for a five-gallon, $4.50 for a 4-inch,
and $3 for a packet of seeds. By offering beautiful plants at good prices, with
knowledgeable and friendly sales help, and discounting plants still on the sales floor
during the last thirty minutes of the sale, we were able to sell nearly all of them – over
ninety percent. Well, the beautiful, sunny day did not hurt either!

Each year when we order plants we must keep in mind the size of the Eaton Canyon
patio where the plants are arranged. This year we had just under 1,800 plants provided
by El Nativo Growers, Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, and chapter-member, Daniel
Geiger. We have reached maximum capacity for both space and volunteer resources.

At the post plant sale board meeting (which is open to all), we have an event debrief.
We go over preliminary numbers and discuss what worked and what could be
improved. In general, we all feel that we hold a very successful event. Not only do we
raise adequate funds, the organization, volunteer input, and most importantly, general
tenor of the preparation and the event are positive. The sale is also an important
outreach opportunity in which we help to educate the public on the beauty and value
of native plants for the garden. Nevertheless, we try to improve each year.

This year one suggestion was to try to streamline the demarcation of plants with
discounted prices at the end of the sale. To distinguish plants in the holding area from
those still on the sales floor at the end of the sale, volunteers placed colored dots on the
pots coming in after 1:30 PM. This would seem simple enough, but when people are
already very busy, it can cause delays and confusion. It worked but it would be nice if
it were even faster and simpler. Ideas, anyone?

Another concern was that volunteers who work at the cash registers need a break. This
is not a problem for those on the sales floor since they can take an occasional break
when the traffic lightens up. However, those working the cash registers and the
membership table must be clear on how to do these tasks so money is charged and
collected quickly and accurately. Next year we will try to increase the number of
cashiers so they can all take a short break each hour. I did not hear from the people in
the holding area whether they too need more volunteers or more time off, but if you
are one of them, please let us know how it worked there.

I have always felt that we could do a better job on advertising. We did make some
changes this year. First of all, the flyer was in color. Yes it costs more to duplicate, but I
must agree with those who suggested it in 2014, they are more effective. Kathy
Sturdevant brought flyers to the nearby Farmer’s Market the morning of the sale, and
many others helped by posting them around their towns. Many people look forward to
the sale each year, and of course, we get a great turnout from being located in the Eaton
Canyon Nature Center. Nevertheless, if someone is interested in volunteering to
organize and implement advertising for next year, I am sure improvements could be
made.

Finally, as the person responsible for ordering plants, organizing signage, and
arranging plants on the patio, I think it would be useful for a few additional people to
join the team and learn the process. When I started volunteering for the plant sale I
learned from the core group who had been responsible before me. Orchid Black, Cliff
McLean, Gabi McLean, Graham Bothwell, Shelly Magier, Mickey Long, and most
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Carol Bornstein is Director of the Nature Gardens at the
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County, whose
mission is to inspire wonder, discovery, and
responsibility for our natural and cultural worlds. She
oversees the ongoing care and development of this
dynamic new garden. She co-authored two books, the
award-winning California
Native Plants for the Garden
and Reimagining the
California Lawn. For nearly
30 years, Carol was
horticulturist at the Santa
Barbara Botanic Garden.
She has selected and
introduced several popular
cultivars for California
gardens, including Verbena
lilacina ‘De La Mina’ and Lessingia filaginifolia ‘Silver
Carpet’ and she continues to share her knowledge of
plants native to California and other mediterranean
climate regions through her teaching and writing.

P L A N T W A L K S
On the second Sunday of each month except July and
August at 9 am. Take a gentle, 2-hour walk around the
Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Make friends with people
of similar interests and learn the names and habits of the
native plants in the surrounding area.

January 10 - Peggy Burhenn
February 14 -
March 13 - Cynthia Null

Wanted: Plant Walk Leaders
by Katie Gallagher, Plant Walks Chair

The president of our San Gabriel Mountains Chapter of
CNPS, Orchid Black, asked me if I could coordinate the
monthly plant walks at Eaton CanyonNature Center.
Until recently, all of the walks were led by only one
person. He does a wonderful job and wishes to continue
doing some walks, but we want to relieve some of the
pressure off of him.

You don’t need to be an expert botanist to lead the plant
walks.You just need to have some fun anecdotal
information to share about the plants in the Eaton
Canyon Visitor Center garden. The walk usually has
children so technical knowledge is not particularly
useful here.
 
Please let me know at katiejgallagher (at) gmail (dot)
com if you are interested in leading any of these plant
walks. They are the second Sunday of the month, every
month of the year except for July and August.

Botanical Wanderings Facebook Group
by Katie Gallagher, Plant Walks Chair

Last year, several southern California plant enthusiasts
regularly got together to go on hikes that were
botanically oriented. Their group slowly increased and
one of them realized it would be easiest to communicate
through a Facebook group. He started one called
"Botanical Wanderings - California" (not to be confused
with the Minnesota version "Botanical Wanderings") and
opened it up so anybody could post outings related to
botany. I became friends with them and started posting
my own outings. It goes like this: "I feel like going on a
hike on this weekend and I’ve been wanting to check
out Trail X in Valley Y. I’ll post it in Botanical
Wanderings and see if anybody wants to join me!" It’s
very casual. If anybody in the CNPS-SGM chapter is
interested in joining the group, search for "Botanical
Wanderings - California" on Facebook and click the Join
button.

Election of Chapter Officers
by Mickey Long, Vice-President

It’s time for election of our Chapter Officers and the
nominating committee provides the following slate of
officers willing to serve.

President: Orchid Black
Vice-president: Lyn McAfee
Secretary: Shelly Magier
Treasurer: Jane Tirrell
Chapter Council Representative: Gabi McLean

In addition, any chapter member attending the election
meeting may stand for any of the positions. The election
will be held at the January Chapter meeting at Eaton
Canyon.

importantly, Rick Fisher taught me the ins and outs of
the sale. Without their guidance and continued help the
sale would not be the success it is. If you are interested
in joining the group, you will not only make a
significant contribution to our chapter, but you will get
to work with some great people on a valuable and
enjoyable event.

Lest this debrief leaves you with even a slightly negative
feeling about the plant sale, let me say, each year we get
better and each year I enjoy the sale more. The success of
our plant sale is due to the amazing contributions of so
many people who have helped it develop and grow over
the years. I want to thank all of you and let you know
how much I enjoy working with you!

Big Thanks to Barbara for coordinating this event!

Debrief, continued from page 3.

Continued from page 5.
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Board Meetings, Programs and Plant Walks take place at Eaton Canyon Nature Center
1750 North Altadena Drive, Pasadena CA 91107, (626) 398-5420

B O A R D M E E T I N G S
On the third Thursday of odd-numbered months except
July from 7:30 to 9 pm. All members are welcome to
attend.

January 21
March 17

P R O G R A M S
On the fourth Thursday of each month
except July, August, November, and
December. Socializing begins at 7 pm
and the program at 7:30 pm. Look for
the topic on the website close to the
program date.

January 28
Of Moss and Men: Bryophytes for
Everyone
Kirsten Fisher

This talk will provide an introduction to
the diminutive yet fascinating world of
non-vascular plants. A far cry from mere scaled-down
vascular plants, bryophytes possess a unique biology
and ecology that distinguishes them as a unique
component of our local flora. A glimpse into the
fascinating features and lifestyles of these plants should
leave you curious and inspired to look more closely on
your next hike.

Dr. Kirsten Fisher is an Associate Professor of Biological
Sciences at Cal State LA, where she teaches courses in
Ecology, Evolution, Ethnobotany, and Plant Systematics
(among other things). Her lab investigates the ecology
and evolution of mosses, particularly Syntrichia
caninervis, an important component of the Mojave
Desert biological soil crust community.

February 25
Returning rain water to the aquifer: Simple water
infiltration practices
Orchid Black

We do get rain in southern California, and when it
comes, we throw most of it into the storm drain.
Reclaiming water from storm drains is difficult, and so
about half of the rainfall flowing down the Los Angeles
River in a typical storm is lost to the ocean (SGV
Tribune). We can do better. This program will show
simple ways to detain water on site and infiltrate it back
in to the aquifer. Orchid will show examples of swales,
earthworks, cisterns and other rainwater harvesting
methods that can be used to store water on site, creating
a better environment for plants to grow and helping to
refill our aquifers and our wells.

Orchid Black is a garden designer and
owner of Native Sanctuary (formerly
Pitcher Sage Design), which offers native
plant consulting, habitat creation, and
sustainable design services to the greater
Los Angeles area. She writes and lectures
about native plants, water-saving
strategies, and sustainable gardening.
Orchid is currently our Chapter
President.

March 24
From parking lot to pollinator garden –
a wild garden in the heart of the city
Carol Bornstein

Reclaimed from hardscape, the Nature Gardens at the
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County were
designed to create habitat for wildlife and serve as a
field site for educational and scientific study. The
gardens are used as a training ground for myriad citizen
science projects and as the home of a long-term urban
biodiversity study conducted by the Museum’s research
staff. The California native pollinator garden is a
visually dynamic section, changing dramatically
throughout the year. The goal to maximize habitat value
across all seasons informed the design, installation, and
ongoing maintenance of this naturalistic garden.
Striking a balance between habitat value and aesthetics
has engendered lively discussion among the horticulture
and research staff and continues as the garden matures.
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 The San Gabriel Mountains Chapter emails
announcements about upcoming events—talks, hikes,
sales, alerts, last-minute notices, and late breaking news.
Email Cliff McLean at cliff.mclean@verizon.net to sign
up or do it yourself by going to the email subscription
page at cnps-sgm.org/ subscribe. See the website at
cnps-sgm.org/ or contact the committee chairman listed
on page 6 for the latest information about chapter
activities.

Continued on page 4.

Syntrichia caninervis



The Paintbrush
Winter 2016 Newsletter, Volume 33, Number 1

San Gabriel Mountains Chapter,
California Native Plant Society

label

stamp

California Native Plant Society
San Gabriel Mountains Chapter
c/o Eaton Canyon Nature Center
1750 North Altadena Drive
Pasadena, CA 91104

www.cnps-sgm.org

CHAPTER DIRECTORY

Elected officers
President: Orchid Black
Vice-president: Michael Long
Secretary: Shelly Magier
Treasurer: Jane Tirrell
Chapter Council
Delegate: Gabi McLean

Appointed board members
Graham Bothwell
Helena Bowman
Barbara Eisenstein
Clifford McLean

Committees (for each committee,
the chair is listed first)
Newsletter: Jane Strong
Conservation: Michael Long
Clifford McLean
Jane Strong
Jane Tirrell
Education/Outreach: Kathy Sturdevant
Roger Klemm
Field trips: Rebecca Latta
Terry Keller
Plant walks: Katie Gallagher
Bob Dollins
Horticulture: Barbara Eisenstein
Hospitality: Helena Bowman

What’s Inside This Issue?
A Note from the Newly Elected Chapter Council Delegate

Fall Plant Sale Debrief

Plants Walks
An Invitation to Attend and to Lead

Programs
Bryophytes for Everyone

Returning Rainwater to the Aquifer
A Wild Garden in the Heart of the City

Invasive plants: Roger Klemm
Membership: Clifford McLean
Gabi McLean
Past president: Gabi McLean
Programs: Naomi Fraga
Shelly Magier
Rare plants: Jane Strong
Michael Long
Jane Tirrell
Social media: Elizabeth Christy
Shelly Magier
Naomi Fraga
Graham Bothwell
Clifford McLean
Web site: Graham Bothwell




