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What’s New at This Year’s Plant Sale?
by Barbara Eisenstein

THE plant list for this year’s sale is shaping up to be especially exciting. Along
with old favorites like toyon, California lilac and manzanita, the Eaton Canyon

Nature Center patio will be adorned with beautiful cultivars such as Japatul
Cleveland sage, Electric Blue penstemon and Fiesta Marigold monkeyflower.

We often have trouble getting ferns but this year we are expecting to have southern
maiden-hair fern, lady fern, and giant chain fern. In addition, narrow leaf
milkweed, showy penstemon, bladder pod and many other important habitat
plants will be available for those wishing to attract butterflies, native bees, and
hummingbirds to their gardens.

And lest we get too carried away by butterflies and showy flowers, keep in mind
the wonderful native grasses such as Canyon Prince rye grass, purple needlegrass,
purple three-awn, blue grama, and leafy reed grass. I love these plants and regret
their fate as some of the hardest to sell. (They remind me of my pre-adolescent self,
as I anxiously waited to be selected for a team in gym class.) The tentative list—we
never know what we will actually get until the delivery arrives—can be found at
http:/ /www.cnps-sgm.org/plantsale.

These hard-to-find plants are priced well at
$4.50 for three and four-inch containers, $8.50
for one-gallon, and $25 for five-gallon. In order
to make sure that we sell all of these excellent
plants, we will once again mark down those
still on the sales floor during the last half-hour
of the sale, 1 :30–2 pm. (Note: Plants selected
and moved to the holding area before 1:30 are
not eligible for the mark-down.)

Everyone is welcome to our plant sale, whether a member of the California Native
Plant Society or not. Members enjoy an additional 10% discount, and memberships
can be purchased at the sale. Helpful and knowledgeable chapter members will
again staff the sales floor. Many have grown native plants in their own gardens and
have lots of tips to share with shoppers. Everyone is excited about the prospect of
El Niño rains, so don’t miss this great opportunity to acquire appropriate and
beautiful California native plants for your garden.

The mission of the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) is to conserve California native plants and their natural
habitats, and increase understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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penstemon, bladder pod and
many other important habitat
plants will be available for
those wishing to attract
butterflies, native bees, and
hummingbirds to their
gardens.



41st Annual Southern California Botanists Symposium
October 10, 2015
Pomona College Seaver Auditorium, Claremont, CA

Back to the Flora: A Journey Through  Southern California
A few of the speakers include:
Naomi Fraga, Flora of the Verdugo Mountains and San Rafael Hills: a chaparral island in a sea of
urbanization
Orlando Mistretta, Flora of the San Gabriel Mountains 
Jessica Orozco, The Flora of the South Tule River Watershed
Tommy Stoughton, San Gorgonio Summit Region and Beyond: Species Problems in  Southern  California!
Gary Wallace, banquet keynote speaker, The  Botanists  and how they got us Back to the Flora
Questions? Naomi (nfraga@rsabg.org), Nick Jensen (nickjjensen1@gmail.com) or see http:/ / socalbot.org/
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Bob Muns Books for Sale at the September Meeting
This summer Bob Muns, long-time local botanist and field trip leader/ teacher, decided to downsize his library and
donated approximately 600 natural history books to our Chapter and Eaton Canyon Nature Center Library. While the
overall subject matter is botany, there are a few books on birds, geology, ecology, etc. Bob wants the books to go to
people who could really use them, thus we will have tables full of books labeled at very reasonable
prices, for sale to members at the September meeting.
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Board Meetings, Programs and Plant Walks take place at Eaton Canyon Nature Center
1750 North Altadena Drive, Pasadena CA 91107, (626) 398-5420

B O A R D M E E T I N G S
On the third Thursday of odd-
numbered months except July
from 7:30 to 9 pm. All members
are welcome to attend.

November 19

P R O G R A M S
On the fourth Thursday of each
month except July, August,
November, and December.
Socializing begins at 7 pm and the
program at 7:30 pm. Look for the
topic on the website close to the
program date.

September 24
Pot Luck Supper 6:30 pm
Book Sale and Members’ Slide Show 7:30 pm

Bring your favorite dish to share at the pot luck. And
please bring your own utensils. The slide show is an
opportunity to show your favorite native-plant-related
photographs. For the slide show, select one to twelve
photos that you would like to share. Send the digital
image files to Rebecca Latta at
la.chene.amusant@gmail.com by Sunday, September 20,
for incorporation into the slide show. If you prefer, you
can create your own PowerPoint or OpenOffice slides
and send them. If you can, please identify the plants in
each photograph with common names and/or botanical
names, or the group can help identify them.

October 22
Putting California on Your Plate: Is a low-water diet in
our future, and will any of those foods be California
Natives?
Antonio Sanchez

Native Californians have been enjoying California’s
local plants as part of an extremely healthy diet for

thousands of years … yet those same plants are nowhere
to be found in any of our omelettes, sauces, burritos or
even local Farmer’s Markets! And why not?!? In this
unique lecture, native food enthusiast Antonio Sanchez
outlines some of the delicious plants from all around
California that can be used in your daily diet, and he’s
bringing samples as well! This humorous and
entertaining lecture covers a range of topics, from how
to grow a variety of native edibles in your garden, to
future work and research to be done in the field of
native plant agriculture … and don’t forget the
samples! ! ! A few of the plants and dishes to be
highlighted in the lecture include:
A uniquely California Pesto made with local Cleveland
sage and native onions
A rice “substitute” related to amaranth and quinoa
A quick and easy way to make native “papas” dish from
Triteleia corms
Samples will be available for approximately 50
attendees

Antonio Sanchez is Nursery Production Manager at
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden where he guides the
propagating and growing of native plants for restoration
and sale at Grow Native Nursery. Antonio has worked
at various native plant institutions across the state,
including Theodore Payne Foundation, Cal Flora
Nursery, and Nopalito Native Plant Nursery and is one
of the lead organizers of the 2015 California Native
Foods Symposium in Claremont.

P L A N T W A L K S
On the second Sunday of each month except July and
August at 9 am. Take a gentle, 2-hour walk around the
Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Make friends with people
of similar interests and learn the names and habits of the
native plants in the surrounding area.

October 11
November 8
December 13

P L A N T S A L E
November 7, 9 am–2 pm
Eaton Canyon Nature Center

E V E N T S W I T H O T H E R
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S
October 10
Southern California Botanists Symposium.
See page 2.
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 The San Gabriel Mountains Chapter emails
announcements about upcoming events—talks, hikes,
sales, alerts, last-minute notices, and late breaking news.
Email Cliff McLean at cliff.mclean@verizon.net to sign
up or do it yourself by going to the email subscription
page at cnps-sgm.org/ subscribe. See the website at
cnps-sgm.org/ or call the committee chairman listed on
page 2 for the latest information about chapter activities.
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