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habitats, and increase understanding, appreciation, and horticultural use of native plants.
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Native Plant Garden Sign. I f you are a
gardener and have native plants in your
garden, this is the sign for you! Show off

your commitment to California native
plants by displaying this beautiful 9" x 1 2”

full-color aluminum sign on a wall or attach
it to a garden stake. “Plant” the sign

amongst your natives to let passers-by
know that you are part of the growing
community of ecologically advanced

gardeners. At CNPS Book Store.

Growing Native Plants in Containers
Text and photo by Barbara Eisenstein, Horticulture Chair

CALIFORNIA native plants are surprisingly good candidates for container
gardens. They are unusual, often have an interesting structure and form, and

many bloom profusely in pots. Most do best, here in Southern California, as
outdoor container specimens, but with our mild climate and propensity for year-
round outdoor living, this is just fine.

The following tips are things that I do to grow natives in containers. Some of my
suggestions are not conventional; in fact, some gardeners will strongly disagree
with me. By and large, I use what I have on hand, and do not purchase potting
mix, amendments, fertilizers, pesticides, organic soap, horticultural oil . . . and the
list goes on. If a plant gets sick, I make little effort to heal it. If a plant needs
supplemental nutrients, I repot it with additional compost, top-dress it with
worm castings (from my worm bin), or throw it out. All in
all, I do well with containers, except when they are
neglected while we travel because container plants, more
than anything else, require careful attention.

Potting soil/fertilizer. I use a homemade potting mix
consisting of oak leaf mold, compost, and garden soil. For
plants requiring excellent drainage I add coarse sand or
coarse perlite (one of the few amendments I purchase). If you do not have organic
material on hand, or if your garden soil is heavy clay, you will be better off
purchasing potting soil that has adequate drainage and aeration for containers.
Minimize fertilizer to keep the growth rate down, but use a dilute application if
the plant seems nutrient-deficient (yellowed leaves, reduced vigor). Many native
plants do best with less fertile soil since excess nitrogen promotes rampant
growth that is unsustainable in our hot, dry climate. Rather than fertilizing most
container plants, I repot them since the soil is usually depleted of many macro-
and micronutrients.

Water. When the container plant appears to need water—slight flagging of stems
or drooping leaves—check the soil at the surface and a few inches down to make
sure it is dry. Plants with root problems, or salt or frost damage, may wilt even in
moist soils, and additional water will not help them. You can also lift the pot to
see if it feels heavy or light. Sometimes the surface dries out, while the soil below
remains wet—the pot will feel heavy in this case. Always water thoroughly until
the water drips through the holes. This prevents the accumulation of salts since
they are carried out with the draining water. It also depletes the soil of nutrients
(see above regarding fertilizers). Don’t water too often. For most plants, other
than those adapted to continuous moisture, it is best to let soil become
moderately dry before watering again. Continued on page 4.

Colorful containers
can perk up a

garden in fall and
winter when most

plants are not
blooming.
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San Gabriel Mountains Chapter awarded grants to several students and members to attend the Conservation Conference in January
in San Jose. Following are reports from two ofthem.

Updates on Local Issues
by Mickey Long

No Big Dig—the Lawsuit to Save Hahamongna
In the Final Environmental Impact Report late, last year the County Flood
Control District failed to fully address the loss of over 70 acres of willow
woodlands planned as part of their large, 5-year sediment removal project, and
failed to respond to the calls for a much smaller, slower sediment removal
proposal from the City of Pasadena, their working group of experts and the
conservation community (including our chapter). With no other alternative, the
Arroyo Seco Foundation, joined by Pasadena Audubon Society filed a lawsuit in
December 2014 to stop the project until a reasonable alternative could be
accepted. Over 193-and-counting Hahamongna supporters have made the
Indiegogo fundraising campaign an overwhelming success. At the end of the
February 5 deadline, we exceeded our goal by 34%, with a total of $33,566 raised.
You made this happen! The Indiegogo campaign funds will help cover legal expenses as the Arroyo Seco Foundation
and Pasadena Audubon Society take on the County’s horrendous plan for Hahamongna and our neighborhoods. It may
be approximately 10 months until the case reaches court but the conservation community has reason to believe we have
a strong case and the outcome will reverse this destructive and outdated method of dealing with a natural stream and
watershed function.

Cottonwood Canyon
The 11-acre canyon property with a year-round spring and creek at the base of the San Rafael Hills, just west of the
Arroyo Seco, was optioned for sale to the Arroyos & Foothills Conservancy. This valuable wildlife corridor property is
moving closer to protection as the community fundraising goal of $300 thousand has nearly been met. The remainder of
the $1.6 million project cost could come from State grants if accepted by the Wildlife Conservation Board. Local Fish and
Wildlife staff are already impressed with the value of the property and we have high hopes to secure the funding.

My 201 5 CNPS Conservation
Conference Experience
by Jessica Orozco

ASAN undergraduate, the 2012 CNPS conference was
the first conference I ever attended and was very

pivotal in my decision to go to graduate school. Prior to
this, I had no idea how big the botany community was!
There were so many plant-people there and graduate
students presenting research. I was in awe of all the
prestigious scientists that I met and was encouraged to
do the research that I felt most passionate about. Since
then, I have focused on my own research and waited for
the day when I would be able to share my botanical
adventure at the next CNPS conference.
As a master ’s student at Claremont Graduate
University and Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, I am
conducting a floristic study of the South Fork Tule River
watershed, located in the southern Sierra Nevada,
Tulare County, California. The South Fork Tule River
originates near Slate Mountain, in Sequoia National
Forest, and drains west through the Tule River Indian
Reservation into Lake Success. Given past exploitation
of the tribe, access to the land by scientists has been

previously limited. Prior to my study, 264 collections
had been made from the watershed and only 57 from
the reservation. With my collections, there are now over
1,000 herbarium vouchers from 372 different taxa. Along
with creating an annotated, vouchered checklist of the
flora, I plan to create a reference herbarium for the
reservation. I began this project in spring 2013, and have
spent 40 days in the field, and anticipate a completion
date in fall 2015.
Presenting my research at the 2015 CNPS conference
gave me the opportunity to discuss the state of plant
diversity on tribal trust lands.

Poorly documented plant diversity on tribal trust lands,
including the Tule River Indian Reservation, speaks to
the need for more collaboration between Native
American communities and botanists. It is my hope
that my work will inspire both botanists and tribal
community members to work together towards an
improved understanding of the California flora.

Thank you San Gabriel Chapter Mountains for helping
fund my travels to the conference.

A Reflection on the 201 5 CNPS

Conference
by Yara Herrarte

AS THE golden fingers of dawn’s early rays
symphonically peel back the the celestial curtains

woven by night, the silhouette of outside tree branches
spiral upwards in a mass of veins; leaves trembling like
eager nerves engorged by the blue yawn above. The day
slowly awakens, stretching and shifting, narrated by the
ever-faithful orchestration of the sonorous prophets with
feathered lungs. Soon the sun will crack open, ripe and
full, as palatable as egg yolk as it sheds it’s magnanimity
through piercing arrowed-rays of heavy-tongued pants
of California dry heat. A new day holds its arms open,
the planet continues to tumble and swirl around it's axis,
chasing and pulling at the horizon like a string. And, as
Goethe so wonderfully puts it, “As thinking comes alive
in nature, and nature comes alive in the activity of
thinking, knowledge of the world and knowledge of the
self unite at a higher level…”
January’s California Native Plant Society Conservation
Conference still has my mind and heart confettied and
abuzz with everyday parading inspirations and delight.
CNPS fundamentally bases its conservation efforts on
scientific knowledge and effectively connects native

plants to people
through their beauty,
usefulness, and
inherent interest.
The three-day event
was abound and
action-packed with
excellent
presentations
ranging from the
very latest on native
and rare plant

research, horticultural trends, healthy pollinator
gardens, policy and science, and so much more.
Through bright-eyed, bushy-tailed volunteering and
skipping around from lecture to lecture, each experience
and every moment spent was an illuminating revelation
of sorts peering into the amazing work and research
done to further understand the biology and ecology of
California’s native plants.
Being a fresh sprout myself, green behind the ears as a
budding student botanist, I felt very much encouraged
and titillated by all the wondrous hubbub of lectures,
wonderful meetings and encounters with personal
horticulture heroes, brilliant botanists, as well as many
new fresh faces like mine, especially to which, all of
whom infatuated with various facets of California
natives, conservation, and equally eager to learn and
share with one another! Many of the fantastical
connections made at the CNPS conference (both

I find myself so exhilarated and
energized from the conference
knowing that there are so
many like-minded, brilliant
individuals out there trying to
piece together and understand
the beauty, mysteries, and
awe-inspiring sciences of
California natives.
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through piercing arrowed-rays of heavy-tongued pants
of California dry heat. A new day holds its arms open,
the planet continues to tumble and swirl around it's axis,
chasing and pulling at the horizon like a string. And, as
Goethe so wonderfully puts it, “As thinking comes alive
in nature, and nature comes alive in the activity of
thinking, knowledge of the world and knowledge of the
self unite at a higher level…”
January’s California Native Plant Society Conservation
Conference still has my mind and heart confettied and
abuzz with everyday parading inspirations and delight.
CNPS fundamentally bases its conservation efforts on
scientific knowledge and effectively connects native

plants to people
through their beauty,
usefulness, and
inherent interest.
The three-day event
was abound and
action-packed with
excellent
presentations
ranging from the
very latest on native
and rare plant

research, horticultural trends, healthy pollinator
gardens, policy and science, and so much more.
Through bright-eyed, bushy-tailed volunteering and
skipping around from lecture to lecture, each experience
and every moment spent was an illuminating revelation
of sorts peering into the amazing work and research
done to further understand the biology and ecology of
California’s native plants.
Being a fresh sprout myself, green behind the ears as a
budding student botanist, I felt very much encouraged
and titillated by all the wondrous hubbub of lectures,
wonderful meetings and encounters with personal
horticulture heroes, brilliant botanists, as well as many
new fresh faces like mine, especially to which, all of
whom infatuated with various facets of California
natives, conservation, and equally eager to learn and
share with one another! Many of the fantastical
connections made at the CNPS conference (both

relatively local and distant) are still actively in touch
today as close comrades; each individual as ardent and
enthusiastic as I am about botanizing and exploring our
environments, keen on documenting and learning
altogether, as well as keeping each other updated and
tuned into new discoveries or projects via social media
and other outreach mediums.
I am so very grateful for being given the opportunity
to venture forth and sit in on such captivating talks
addressing conservation issues, rare plants, restoration,
plants and wildlife, pathogens, horticulture, vegetation,
invasive plants, lichens and bryophytes, and fire and
plants! Even today, I still find myself so exhilarated and
energized from the CNPS conference knowing that there
are so many like-minded, brilliant individuals out there,
far and wide, trying to piece together and understand
the beauty, mysteries, and awe-inspiring sciences of
California natives. One issue I discovered that is most
important and resonates most today, is that we are all
together as a wonderful whole contributing to the far-
reaches of education and conservation, giving hope to a
greater future for nature and our world. Goethe only
knew so well, “The human being knows himself only
insofar as he knows the world; he perceives the world
only in himself and himself only in the world. Every
new object, clearly seen, opens up a new organ of
perception in us.”

I find myself so exhilarated and
energized from the conference
knowing that there are so
many like-minded, brilliant
individuals out there trying to
piece together and understand
the beauty, mysteries, and
awe-inspiring sciences of
California natives.

Self-Propelled in the Southland
by Jane Tirrell

I DISCOVERED two rock walls more densely covered withHeuchera caespitosa, urn-shaped alumroot, than any I’d
ever seen. The walls were along the trail that connects
the Josephine Fire Road (across the Angeles Forest
Highway from the Clear Creek Station) and Josephine
Saddle where the Colby Canyon Trail to Strawberry
Peak comes out. It’s about 2.5 miles and 1,500 feet up
from the beginning of the road on Angeles Forest
Highway to this spot. I
think these walls will be
really spectacular in May.
There are gray-leaved
violets (Viola pinetorum
subsp. grisea) along the
trail to Ontario Peak up
from Icehouse Saddle;
there are thousands of
plants all along the ridge,
flowering in May.
Plummeŕs mariposa
lilies (Calochortus
plummerae) grow along
the trail from the Crystal Lake parking lot up to Islip
Ridge. They should flower in late June to early July.
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� The San Gabriel Mountains Chapter emails
announcements about upcoming events—talks,
hikes, sales, alerts, last-minute notices, and late-
breaking news. Email Cliff McLean at
cliff.mclean@verizon.net to sign up or do it
yourself by going to the email subscription page
at cnps-sgm.org/ subscribe. See the website at
cnps-sgm.org/ or call the committee chairman
listed on page 8 for the latest information about
chapter activities.
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B O A R D M E E T I N G S
On the third Thursday of odd-numbered months except
July from 7:30 to 9 pm. All members are welcome to
attend.

May 21 at Eaton Canyon Nature Center

P R O G R A M S
On the fourth Thursday of each month except July,
August, November, and December. Socializing begins at
7 pm and the program at 7:30 pm. Look for the topic on
the website close to the program date.

We welcome Naomi Fraga as our new Program
Chairman. Thank you, Naomi!

April 23
Experiences at the CNPS Conference, January 2015,
with chapter members. Chapter members will present
on their experiences and things they learned at the
CNPS conference at San Jose in January. Did you attend
the conference? If so, and if you would like to
participate at the meeting, please contact Naomi Fraga
(nfraga@rsabg.org). Each person will speak for
approximately 10 minutes.

May 28
to be announced

June 25
What can the Flora of Tejon Ranch tell us about the
flora of California?
Nick Jensen

Nick is a graduate student at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic
Garden/Claremont Graduate University. His research
interests include biogeography, rare plants, and
biodiversity. His primary research project is the flora of
Tejon Ranch which is centered in the Tehachapi
Mountains.

Continued from page 1 . Containers. One of the most
important things to look for in a good container is the
number and size of drainage holes. Many commercial
containers have inadequate drainage, resulting in plant
loss due to root rot. Unglazed pots dry out more quickly
than glazed, however, if kept moist the pot surface stays
cooler. Dark plastic pots can get very hot, scorching
roots that are growing near the edge of the container.
Repurpose household and other objects—boots, cans,
wine barrels, wire baskets, old sinks, etc.—as garden
containers. Make sure they hold the soil, don’t overheat,
and drain easily. Colorful
containers can perk up a
garden in fall and winter when
most plants are not blooming.

Location. It is best to keep
pots up off the ground, unless
they are sitting on a thick layer
of gravel or sand. The roots of
potted plants growing on soil
will eventually grow through
the hole into the soil below.
Once a plant’s roots have
established in the underlying
soil, it usually stresses the
plant greatly to sever the roots,
so be prepared to enjoy the
now permanent container. If
this happens—and you plan to
keep the container plant— drill
holes low on the side of the pot
so it doesn’t become water
logged. Plants are more
susceptible to earwigs and
other pests if sitting on the
ground. Furthermore, soil,
insects and debris can easily
clog drainage holes leading to
root rot. Periodically check the drainage holes to make
sure they are clear. Most container plants do best with
some shade, especially in the afternoon. It is very
important to make sure that the roots don't cook from a
solar-heated pot and soil. Move plants to a sheltered
spot when extreme weather, such as heat, frost or high
winds, is predicted.

Disease. I rarely succeed in controlling pests and
disease so I first move infected plants away from other
plants to limit the damage. Aphids usually occur only in
spring, disappearing in the heat of summer. Cut and
remove young stems infested with aphids and hose off
the plant. Pick out or dab mealy bugs with alcohol. I
usually dispose of a plant with mealy bugs because it is
so difficult to fully rid a plant of these pesky critters that
snuggle into tiny, inaccessible spaces. Other common

pests include red spider mites scale and thrips. These,
along with mealy bugs, often hitch a ride into your the
garden from the nursery where you got them, so
consider quarantining new plants until you are sure
they are pest-free.

Transplant. Plants showing reduced vigor may need
fresh soil to replenish depleted nutrients.
Most plants should be repotted when their roots are
growing through the drainage holes. If a plant needs
water more frequently than usual—and the weather is

not to blame—it is likely that
its roots are filling the pot and
there is little potting mix left
to hold water. Repot
immediately. Sudden growth
spurt and vigor may indicate
that the plant's roots have
extended into the soil below
the pot (see above). Leave at
least an inch from the top of
the container to the top of the
soil so water can penetrate
without running off.

Be adventurous. Many plants
are easily propagated from
cuttings or seed.
Monkeyflowers, for example,
root readily from cuttings, and
bloom when young. They are
beautiful container plants that
can be transplanted into your
garden when they outgrow
their pot. Sprinkle seeds or
plant bulbs in containers for a
beautiful springtime
wildflower display. For bulbs,
once they have gone dormant

move the pot to a protected spot and do not water again
until they start to grow. Some bulbs will perform for
years this way. Manzanitas look fabulous as container
plants and I have tried them several times.
Unfortunately, I have found that they die abruptly once
the root tips reach the pot’s edge, especially if the pot
surface gets hot. Nevertheless, I have seen these plants
used to great advantage in containers, so if they appeal
to you, give them a try, but consider using pots with
well-insulated walls. There are many native plants that
will do well in containers, some for a short while, others
for many, many years. Be adventurous and try
something different.
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� The San Gabriel Mountains Chapter emails
announcements about upcoming events—talks,
hikes, sales, alerts, last-minute notices, and late-
breaking news. Email Cliff McLean at
cliff.mclean@verizon.net to sign up or do it
yourself by going to the email subscription page
at cnps-sgm.org/ subscribe. See the website at
cnps-sgm.org/ or call the committee chairman
listed on page 8 for the latest information about
chapter activities.
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We welcome Naomi Fraga as our new Program
Chairman. Thank you, Naomi!

April 23
Experiences at the CNPS Conference, January 2015,
with chapter members. Chapter members will present
on their experiences and things they learned at the
CNPS conference at San Jose in January. Did you attend
the conference? If so, and if you would like to
participate at the meeting, please contact Naomi Fraga
(nfraga@rsabg.org). Each person will speak for
approximately 10 minutes.

May 28
to be announced

June 25
What can the Flora of Tejon Ranch tell us about the
flora of California?
Nick Jensen

Nick is a graduate student at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic
Garden/Claremont Graduate University. His research
interests include biogeography, rare plants, and
biodiversity. His primary research project is the flora of
Tejon Ranch which is centered in the Tehachapi
Mountains.

At approximately 270,000 acres Tejon Ranch is
California’s largest contiguous piece of private land.
Located primarily in the Tehachapi Mountains of Kern
County, Tejon Ranch occupies one of the most
interesting and complex areas of ecological convergence
in the state: the junction of the San Joaquin Valley, Sierra
Nevada, Western Transverse Ranges, and Mojave
Desert. Prior to 2008, when 90 percent of the ranch was
placed under conservation agreements, Tejon Ranch was
closed to scientific research. Recent botanical collecting
and herbarium-based research associated with progress
toward a flora of Tejon Ranch has identified many range
extensions, and the possible discovery of numerous
species new to science. Ongoing analyses of the ranges
of species on the Tehachapi Mountains in relation to the
rest of California lends insight into statewide
biogeographical patterns. The talk will highlight the
beauty and diversity of the flora of Tejon Ranch. See:
tejonflora.org/

P L A N T W A L K S
On the second Sunday of each month except July and
August at 9 am. Take a gentle, 2-hour walk around the
Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Make friends with people
of similar interests and learn the names and habits of the
native plants in the surrounding area.

April 12
May 10
June 14

pests include red spider mites scale and thrips. These,
along with mealy bugs, often hitch a ride into your the
garden from the nursery where you got them, so
consider quarantining new plants until you are sure
they are pest-free.

Transplant. Plants showing reduced vigor may need
fresh soil to replenish depleted nutrients.
Most plants should be repotted when their roots are
growing through the drainage holes. If a plant needs
water more frequently than usual—and the weather is

not to blame—it is likely that
its roots are filling the pot and
there is little potting mix left
to hold water. Repot
immediately. Sudden growth
spurt and vigor may indicate
that the plant's roots have
extended into the soil below
the pot (see above). Leave at
least an inch from the top of
the container to the top of the
soil so water can penetrate
without running off.

Be adventurous. Many plants
are easily propagated from
cuttings or seed.
Monkeyflowers, for example,
root readily from cuttings, and
bloom when young. They are
beautiful container plants that
can be transplanted into your
garden when they outgrow
their pot. Sprinkle seeds or
plant bulbs in containers for a
beautiful springtime
wildflower display. For bulbs,
once they have gone dormant

move the pot to a protected spot and do not water again
until they start to grow. Some bulbs will perform for
years this way. Manzanitas look fabulous as container
plants and I have tried them several times.
Unfortunately, I have found that they die abruptly once
the root tips reach the pot’s edge, especially if the pot
surface gets hot. Nevertheless, I have seen these plants
used to great advantage in containers, so if they appeal
to you, give them a try, but consider using pots with
well-insulated walls. There are many native plants that
will do well in containers, some for a short while, others
for many, many years. Be adventurous and try
something different.

Calochortus venustus at Tejon Ranch

Board Meetings, Programs and Plant Walks take place at Eaton Canyon Nature Center
1750 North Altadena Drive, Pasadena CA 91107, (626) 398-5420
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Saturday, April 4, 9:00 am–12:00 pm
Mickey’s Annual Trip: Santa Fe Dam Regional Park,
Irwindale

This trip will explore the last of the unique Riversidean
alluvial scrub natural community in the San Gabriel
Valley. The walk will wind through over 400 acres of
terraces of the San Gabriel River flood plain, full of
plants and animals that are declining elsewhere. The
leader plans to discuss the ecosystem as a whole, plants,
birds, reptiles and the interesting successional
vegetation levels tied to river hydrology. California
junipers, valley cholla, huge laurel sumacs, giant
Whipple yuccas live here, along with spring wildflower
displays in open flats, and resident cactus wrens and
migrant birds. We could walk to the site of Los Angeles
County’s only Hesperevax acaulis.

Take the 210 Fwy. to the Irwindale Ave. off-ramp. Travel
south on Irwindale to Arrow Hwy., then turn west to the
Santa Fe Dam entrance drive on the right. After the stop
at the entrance kiosk ($6/ car fee) turn right (north)
following signs to the Nature Center to meet (9 am) in
the Nature Center parking lot at the north end of the
basin. Wear good sturdy shoes or boots, hat and bring
water. Leaders: Mickey Long at mlongbird@charter.net
and Rick Fisher toyond@verizon.net.

Saturday, April 25, 10:00 am–2:00 pm
Crystal Lake - Pinyon Ridge Nature Trail

The Pinyon Ridge Trail is a one-mile loop that includes
several small riparian areas and oak groves. We will
look at the conifers growing along the trail with the goal
of distinguishing two closely related species, ponderosa

and Jeffrey pines. We will also see pinyon pines, incense
cedars, big cone spruce and western junipers. The views
of the upper San Gabriel Canyon are spectacular. Bring
lunch if desired. We can eat in the picnic area or in the
amphitheater after the hike.

Meeting place: Crystal Lake day use parking area.
Directions: take CA State Highway 39 up from Asuza to
the Crystal Lake Recreation Area. Turn right at the
Crystal Lake Store. The entrance to the parking area is
on the left just past the Ranger Station. Restrooms
(primitive) are available at the parking area and at the
trailhead. Difficulty: easy to moderate; there is some
uphill walking at elevations of 5200–5800 ft. Adventure
Pass necessary for parking. Leader: Jane Tirrell

A C T I V I T I E S W I T H O T H E R
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

April 11–April 19
Fifth Annual California Native Plant Week

http://cnps.org/cnps/conservation/nativeplantweek/

Field Trips and a Workshop with Natural Science
Section of Sierra Club Angeles Chapter
http://www.sierraclub.org/angeles/natural-science

Saturday, April 11
Introductory Botany Walk
Learn common plant families and flowers of the coastal
sage scrub, chaparral, and riparian habitats. Hike with
frequent stops about 3 miles on road and trail, 1000 ft
gain. Bring hat, water, sturdy walking shoes, and any
plant ID materials you may have. Optional lunch in the
canyon after the hike. Meet at 9 am in the parking lot at
Millard Canyon in Altadena: from Interstate 210 in
Pasadena, exit Lake Ave. and go north to Loma Alta Dr.
Turn west (left) on Loma Alta and drive to Chaney Trail
(flashing yellow light). Turn right and continue 1.7 miles
up into the mountains and down into the parking lot.
Forest Service pass required. Leader Ginny Heringer,
assistant leader Liz Pomeroy. For information, contact
Ginny at ginnyh@ix.netcom.com.

Friday evening, June 12,
through Sunday afternoon June 14
Nature Knowledge Workshop
Enjoy a weekend of nature discovery in the San
Bernardino Mountains. From our streamside camp
accommodations, we’ll explore our natural
surroundings on easy guided walks or moderate hikes
led by our professional naturalists. They will also share
their expertise in a variety of natural history topics such

as reptile, bird, plant, mammal, insect, Native American,
and earth science studies through hands on and special
interest workshops. Leaders: Cliff & Gabi McLean;
cliff.mclean@verizon.net; gabi.mclean@att.net

Sunday, June 28
West Waterman Wildflower Hike from Three Points to
the Incense Cedar Meadow
7 miles, 1500 ft gain. We’ll take a slow-paced walk along
the West Waterman Trail looking for wildflowers, with
plenty of time for identification and photography. We’ve
seen a couple of rare plants along this trail—the San
Gabriel linanthus and Johnston’s monkeyflower—and
often some stream orchids and early lilies in the Incense
Cedar Meadow. Meet 8:30 am at the La Canada
rideshare point with 2 quarts water, lunch, and lugsoles.
Leaders: Ginny Heringer, assistant leader Laura Joseph.
For information, contact Ginny at
ginnyh@ix.netcom.com.

A Festival at Eaton Canyon Nature Center

Saturday, May 2, 10 am–5pm
Spring Awakening Festival
Celebrate the spring at a Spring Awakening Festival.
Many native people celebrate the change of seasons with
music and dance. In keeping with these traditions,
ECNCAwill host tribal drummers, musicians, dancers,
and storytellers. Native artists and crafters will also join
us to offer their wares for purchase, and other items will
be raffled. As we are the guardians of the Eaton Canyon
Natural Area, this event will also celebrate the beauty
that is found in our canyon. Presenters from local
wildlife organizations will introduce us to some of our
indigenous birds, especially raptors, mammals, and
reptiles. Free admission. Contact: Diane Alarcon, Spring
Awakening Festival Program Director,
dalarcon@parks.lacounty.gov, 626-398-5420, 1750 N.
Altadena Drive, Pasadena, CA 91107

AWorkshop with Southern California Botanists

June 6–7, two-day workshop

Monkeyflowers in the Field

Price: $125 RSABG or SCB members / $150 public
This two day workshop will focus on the natural history,
taxonomy and identification of plants in the genus
Mimulus L. (Phrymaceae), as traditionally defined.
These charismatic plants are exceedingly diverse in
California with over 100 of the nearly 200 species
worldwide occurring here. However, Mimulus has
recently undergone significant changes in taxonomy
leaving the name Mimulus virtually absent from the
California flora. We will overview these changes and
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and Jeffrey pines. We will also see pinyon pines, incense
cedars, big cone spruce and western junipers. The views
of the upper San Gabriel Canyon are spectacular. Bring
lunch if desired. We can eat in the picnic area or in the
amphitheater after the hike.

Meeting place: Crystal Lake day use parking area.
Directions: take CA State Highway 39 up from Asuza to
the Crystal Lake Recreation Area. Turn right at the
Crystal Lake Store. The entrance to the parking area is
on the left just past the Ranger Station. Restrooms
(primitive) are available at the parking area and at the
trailhead. Difficulty: easy to moderate; there is some
uphill walking at elevations of 5200–5800 ft. Adventure
Pass necessary for parking. Leader: Jane Tirrell

A C T I V I T I E S W I T H O T H E R
O R G A N I Z A T I O N S

April 11–April 19
Fifth Annual California Native Plant Week

http://cnps.org/cnps/conservation/nativeplantweek/

Field Trips and a Workshop with Natural Science
Section of Sierra Club Angeles Chapter
http://www.sierraclub.org/angeles/natural-science

Saturday, April 11
Introductory Botany Walk
Learn common plant families and flowers of the coastal
sage scrub, chaparral, and riparian habitats. Hike with
frequent stops about 3 miles on road and trail, 1000 ft
gain. Bring hat, water, sturdy walking shoes, and any
plant ID materials you may have. Optional lunch in the
canyon after the hike. Meet at 9 am in the parking lot at
Millard Canyon in Altadena: from Interstate 210 in
Pasadena, exit Lake Ave. and go north to Loma Alta Dr.
Turn west (left) on Loma Alta and drive to Chaney Trail
(flashing yellow light). Turn right and continue 1.7 miles
up into the mountains and down into the parking lot.
Forest Service pass required. Leader Ginny Heringer,
assistant leader Liz Pomeroy. For information, contact
Ginny at ginnyh@ix.netcom.com.

Friday evening, June 12,
through Sunday afternoon June 14
Nature Knowledge Workshop
Enjoy a weekend of nature discovery in the San
Bernardino Mountains. From our streamside camp
accommodations, we’ll explore our natural
surroundings on easy guided walks or moderate hikes
led by our professional naturalists. They will also share
their expertise in a variety of natural history topics such

as reptile, bird, plant, mammal, insect, Native American,
and earth science studies through hands on and special
interest workshops. Leaders: Cliff & Gabi McLean;
cliff.mclean@verizon.net; gabi.mclean@att.net

Sunday, June 28
West Waterman Wildflower Hike from Three Points to
the Incense Cedar Meadow
7 miles, 1500 ft gain. We’ll take a slow-paced walk along
the West Waterman Trail looking for wildflowers, with
plenty of time for identification and photography. We’ve
seen a couple of rare plants along this trail—the San
Gabriel linanthus and Johnston’s monkeyflower—and
often some stream orchids and early lilies in the Incense
Cedar Meadow. Meet 8:30 am at the La Canada
rideshare point with 2 quarts water, lunch, and lugsoles.
Leaders: Ginny Heringer, assistant leader Laura Joseph.
For information, contact Ginny at
ginnyh@ix.netcom.com.

A Festival at Eaton Canyon Nature Center

Saturday, May 2, 10 am–5pm
Spring Awakening Festival
Celebrate the spring at a Spring Awakening Festival.
Many native people celebrate the change of seasons with
music and dance. In keeping with these traditions,
ECNCAwill host tribal drummers, musicians, dancers,
and storytellers. Native artists and crafters will also join
us to offer their wares for purchase, and other items will
be raffled. As we are the guardians of the Eaton Canyon
Natural Area, this event will also celebrate the beauty
that is found in our canyon. Presenters from local
wildlife organizations will introduce us to some of our
indigenous birds, especially raptors, mammals, and
reptiles. Free admission. Contact: Diane Alarcon, Spring
Awakening Festival Program Director,
dalarcon@parks.lacounty.gov, 626-398-5420, 1750 N.
Altadena Drive, Pasadena, CA 91107

AWorkshop with Southern California Botanists

June 6–7, two-day workshop

Monkeyflowers in the Field

Price: $125 RSABG or SCB members / $150 public
This two day workshop will focus on the natural history,
taxonomy and identification of plants in the genus
Mimulus L. (Phrymaceae), as traditionally defined.
These charismatic plants are exceedingly diverse in
California with over 100 of the nearly 200 species
worldwide occurring here. However, Mimulus has
recently undergone significant changes in taxonomy
leaving the name Mimulus virtually absent from the
California flora. We will overview these changes and

provide information on how to identify the genera in
Phrymaceae that are now recognized in California: and
how these differ from Mimulus in the strict sense. Day
one will include classroom-based instruction and day
two will be a field day to local monkeyflower hot spots
in the San Bernardino Mountains. Workshop fee
includes group transportation to the field sites.
A list of suggested items will be sent to registered
participants before the class date.
Participants are welcome to bring a bag lunch for each
day; light snacks and refreshments will be provided.
Limit 20. Registration deadline is May 21, 2015. Please
register online. Questions? Please email info@rsabg.org.
Instructor: Naomi Fraga. She directs the Conservation
programs at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden and
specializes in the systematics of Phrymacea
(monkeyflowers).
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Erythranthe sierrae N.S. Fraga, Sierra Nevada
monkeyflower, Phrymaceae. Known only from
southern Sierra Nevada. Several occurrences at lower
elevations are possibly extirpated. Many occurrences
historical; needs field surveys. Possibly threatened by
development, grazing, vehicles, road construction and
maintenance, recreational activities, and non-native
plants. Rare Plant Treasure Hunt Awards Photo Contest
Winner 3rd Place: Erythranthe sierrae, Kathy LaShure
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What΄ s Inside This Issue?

Growing Native Plants in Containers
by the esteemable Barbara Eisenstein. You can do it, too!

Program Information. We have a new Program Chair. She has
confirmed these exciting, upcoming programs and given us lots

of information for our anticipation.

Field Trips. Itʼs that time of year when the wildflowers are
blooming all over and the urge to get on the road to see them
overcomes us. Places hitherto unvisited by us as a group are

listed.

Conservation Conference Reports. We supported some students
at the Conservation Conference last January. Read their stories.
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