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 When the article “A Pleistocene Clone 
of Palmer’s Oak Persisting in Southern 
California” announcing the age of this oak 
as more than 13,000 years was published in 
late December, 2009, it was picked up by the 
media worldwide. Headlines read: “Jurupa 
Hills oak may be California’s oldest plant,” 
LA Times; “Ancient Tree (Almost) Older 
Than Dirt,” Discovery News; “World’s oldest 
plant is 13,000-year-old oak that survives by 
cloning itself,” Daily Mail (UK); and “Jurupa 
Oak tree is world’s oldest organism at 13,000 
years,” Thai-Indian News.
 Those last two headlines are not true. 
The oldest living plant in the world is a huge 
colony of the sea grass Posidonia oceanica 
in the Mediterranean Sea that could be up 
to 100,000 years old. In the United States, 
Pando, a clonal colony of a single male 
quaking aspen located in Utah, is claimed to 
be among the oldest known living organisms 
at 80,000 years of age. In California, aside 
from the 13,000 year old Jurupa oak, there 
exist a clonal ring of creosote bush in the 
Mojave Desert estimated at 11,700 years old 
and an individual bristlecone pine, known 
as Methuselah, measured by ring count of 

sample cores at 4,838 years old. Source: 
Wikipedia List of long-living organisms.
 Of course, I had to go see the Jurupa 
oak. Thus on a fine winter morning in 
January, I met five friends from Fontana 
Parks, and we traveled to Rattlesnake Hill in 
Riverside County and followed Rick Fisher’s 
excellent instructions. On a map this looks 
like a small climb over a boulder outcropping. 
In reality it is straight up a rocky cliff. Stymied 
by a three-foot boulder wall that I couldn’t 
crawl over or scrunch around, I sat down 
before getting to the oak. However I still 
fulfilled my role as “botanical consultant,” 
that is, the only one of the group who knew 
what a Palmer’s oak looked like. I showed 
everyone a holly-leaf cherry and told them 
to look for something like it which they 
found. Bringing back the specimen was also 
a challenge. It was passed down the face 
of the slope hand by hand to each waiting 
person below because in order to climb 
down, you needed both hands.
 This specimen has been deposited in the 
herbarium at Eaton Canyon Nature Center if 
you want to see a piece of California’s oldest 
living plant the easy way.

Michael May, a student at U. C. Davis and a member of the research team, standing next to 
several of the bushes that make up the Jurupa Hills clone of Palmer’s Oak. (Photo courtesy 
of University of California Davis, Dept. of Plant Sciences)

SIGN UP FOR THE 
CNPS e-NEWSLETTER

 The state CNPS publishes a monthly 
e-Newsletter, whose purpose is to 
communicate more about education 
opportunities, conservation action issues, 
etc. There is an  e-Newsletter sign-up at the 
bottom of the homepage, 
<http://cnps.org/>. This may be moved 
higher up on the page soon. When you 
enter an email address, you will be sent to 
a  page which contains the current issue 
and the archive of past issues.
 The January issue stateded: Governor 
Schwarzenegger’s administration has 
proposed a bill that would allow CEQA 
exemptions on up to 100 projects. The 
February issue commented: …four new 
bills have been introduced in the State 
Legislature that would…  immunize over 
125 “favored” projects …from CEQA 
enforcement….CNPS has joined with 
conservation organizations statewide to 
strongly oppose the proposed legislation.

-----------------------
CURRENT FIELD TRIP INFO

 Jane Strong (see the article on the left) 
arranges our chapter’s field trips. She’s 
taken a step beyond this by starting a 
Yahoo! Group for current information about 
field trips throughout this region conducted 
by many organizations. Visit this page,
<http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/
CNPS-San-Gabriel-Mts-Field-Trips/>
and click the blue “Join This Group” button 
to become a member.

-------------------------
WHITEWATER CANYON is 
NW of Palm Springs and has a small, 
permanent stream that runs through 
the San Gorgonio Wilderness and San 
Bernardino National Forest. There will be 
a  field trip to the canyon on March 14 as 
part of a Chapter Council meeting (see 
page 6). The Wildlands Conservancy, 
Southern California Botanists, and the 
San Bernardino National Forest invite 
professional and trained biologists to 
catalog the amazing plant and animal 
diversity in this canyon. The “Bioblitz” will 
occur 8 am, April 12 to 5 pm, April 13. For 
more information and to RSVP, please 
contact: 
Frazier Haney, <frazier.h@twc-ca.org>  or  
Kerry Myers, <kerrylynett@gmail.com>.

THE JURUPA OAK
By Jane Strong
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 Naomi Fraga is Conservation Botanist at Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden and is currently enrolled in the graduate program at 
the Garden and Claremont Graduate University. This article presents 
a small portion of her talk to our chapter on January 28. 

 My dissertation research focuses on a group of species in the 
genus Mimulus (commonly known as monkeyflowers). Mimulus is 
particularly diverse in western North America, where 75% of the total 
number of species are found. At least 52 species of Mimulus are 
currently listed by government agencies and native plant societies as 
sensitive, rare, threatened, or endangered, making Mimulus a group 
of conservation concern. However, species boundaries in Mimulus 
remain unclear, with 90 to 150 species recognized. In addition, many 
previously recognized rare species have been merged with more 
common species by earlier workers. Resolving taxonomic issues and 
identifying the basic units of diversity, namely species, must happen 
before conservation measures can be established. In my study, I 
have included species that are well supported as being each other’s 
closest relatives, and I refer to them as the “Mimulus palmeri clade.” 
The Mimulus palmeri clade is notable for including several species 
with highly restricted ranges, wide variation in flower form, and 
problems with species delimitation.

 The study of plant diversity is extremely valuable in documenting 
changes in our environment over time, yet our basic knowledge 
of plant species remains remarkably meager. It is estimated that 
at least 5% of the vascular plant species in North America (a 
relatively well documented region) are yet undiscovered. Outdated 
taxonomies based on overall morphological similarity undoubtedly 
hamper current conservation efforts and may lead to inadequate 
or even incorrect partitions of species diversity. Providing species 
names for identifiable or unique lineages is crucial to species 
conservation since populations or groups of populations of plants 
that are unnamed and lack taxonomic status cannot be protected 
under the Endangered Species Act. Over the course of my doctoral 
research, I have uncovered two new and previously undescribed, 
and therefore unnamed, species of Mimulus. One of these, “Mimulus 
ignotus,” is highly threatened by urbanization, agriculture, and 
other anthropogenic change near Carson City, Nevada. I am in the 
process of preparing a manuscript to describe “M. calcicolus” and “M. 
ignotus.” In preparation for this manuscript I have already conducted 
extensive fieldwork and reviewed herbarium specimens from several 
institutions. It is my hope that the culmination of this project will 
result in publications that provide insight into the diversity of the 
North American flora and aid in the conservation of rare species in 
Mimulus. 

Distribution of a few of the miniature monkeyflowers

UNTANGLING THE TAXONOMIC MESS OF CALIFORNIA’S MINIATURE MONKEYFLOWERS
By Naomi Fraga

A selection of photos by Naomi Fraga which illustrates the floral variation 
in the Mimulus genus: 
Left: M. gracilipes, grown from seed at RSABG
Top left: M. barbatus, Chimney Creek Campground, Tulare County
Top right: M. cardinalis, Hurkey Creek, San Jacinto Mountains, Riverside 
County
Bottom Left: M. brewerii, near Holcomb Valley Rd., San Bernardino Mtns.
Bottom right: M. discolor, off Piute Mtn. Rd, southern Sierras, Kern County
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BOTANY AND ETHNOBOTANY:
DISCLAIMERS, CULTURAL LORE

By Mark F. Acuña
 One of the recurring discussions in the field of ethnobotany is 
the one concerning the validity of and efficacy of plant usage for 
medicinal purposes by so-called non-western or “primitive’ peoples. It 
is a discussion that deserves attention because of questions such as 
“Does that really work?”, “Isn’t that dangerous?”, or such statements 
as “I don’t believe that there is any evidence to support that primitive 
belief.”
 Ethnobotany is not primarily concerned with “efficacy” or “validity” 
but with the “ETHNOS.” What does a given culture use for its 
medicines, food stuffs, constructions, and spiritual practices, whether 
they work or not. The belief system of the ethnobotanist is irrelevant. 
The ethnobotanist records what a culture or a people use from 
plant materials, how they use the material, and what they believe is 
workable in that culture. Granted, much of the lore surrounding the 
material may be unfounded and untestable; but that, too, is not the 
prime concern. We present only what people believe, use, and rely 
on for their benefits.
 Thus, information is often preceded with “disclaimers” or 
“warnings,” or makes use of such wordings as “It is thought that,,,”, 
“It is  said that…”, “It is believed that…”. The articles dealing with 
Tongva ethnobotany are all written in the past tense as a means 
of saying that this information is based on what the Tongva used 
and believed. Ethnobotanic literature is not intended to be used as 
a substitute nor even necessarily as an enhancement of “modern” 
medicine or “modern medicinal practices.” It is a record of a culture 
and its practices, whether in the past or present. The belief or non-
belief of the recorder is irrelevant.

PO.PO.OT
EQUISETUM spp. HORSETAILS

By Mark F. Acuña
 While many of the plants which we have examined over the last 
few years are specific to one or a few months, there are those that 
can be found, gathered, and used year round. The often overlooked 
Equisetum is one of the year round plants which the Gabrieleno 
Tongva gathered for its medicinal powers. Known as Po.po.ot by 
the Tongva and commonly known in English as Scouring Rush, 
Horsetails are usually listed as abrasive plants whose stalks are 
collected and bound for polishing arrows, stone works, and wooden 
objects.
 While the silica content of Po.po.ot was used as a prime abrasive, 
this slender plant also provided strong and powerful medicine. The 
stems were crushed, boiled, and used as a decoction for kidney 
disorders and dysentery and to clean ulcerated sores. A light tonic 
was made from the stems to strengthen the heart.
 After the silica had been carefully stripped from the stems, 
Po.po.ot was used as a diuretic, and a mouthwash was made from 
carefully washed stems. The smoke from burning Po.po.ot was 
used to vitalize a lethargic 
person.
 This highly attractive 
native rushlike plant can 
be commonly found in 
wet places at elevations 
of 4,000 to 8,500 feet 
depending on the species. 
It is found in many plant 
communities. E. hyemale 
is found in both montane 
and cismontane California 
and as far north as Alaska. 
E. telmateia is found in 
cismontane California and 
up to British Columbia Equisetum telmateia var. braunii

© 2008 Keir Morse

THE LILY SPRING SURVEY: 
A PROJECT IN THE FORMATIVE STAGES

By Graham Bothwell
 Occasionally over the past few years, fellow-chapter member 
Gary Wallace and I have discussed the possibilities for monitoring 
long-term trends in the population of native plant species in the San 
Gabriel Mountains. An understanding of how populations vary is likely 
to be of interest as the years pass, but just how to go about such an 
undertaking was not clear.
 At our monthly chapter meeting in January, Gary presented an idea 
that looks both practical and interesting. Back in 1981, thirty years 
ago, Wayne E. Sawyer surveyed flowering times in an area around 
Lily and Little Jimmy Springs. The idea is to repeat Sawyer’s survey 
so that we have scientifically useful comparisons with the earlier 
observations.
 Sawyer published his results in Crossosoma, the twice-yearly 
journal of Southern California Botanists, in a paper titled, A list of 
high elevation angiosperms and their phenology in the San Gabriel 
Mountains, Los Angeles County, California, February 1987, 13(1):5-10. 
(“Angiosperms” are flowering plants. “Phenology” is the study of plant 
flowering times.)
 The area surveyed by Sawyer is between 7,000 and 8,400 feet 
elevation. He visited the site “at least twice a week between May 2, 
1981, and September 11, 1981.” The result is a table giving a week-
by-week indication of whether flowers were present, for approximately 
100 species.
  In our study it is not necessary to replicate Sawyer’s work 
precisely. For example, field observations should be adequate 
on a weekly rather than a twice-weekly basis. We expect to have 
just a small team of volunteers, with one or two persons making 
observations adjacent to Highway 2, and another one or two making 
observations that require access via hiking trails. We also will need a 
few volunteers to fill in when the regular observers are not available. 
It’s interesting that Sawyer’s observations near the highway were all 
in snowmelt gullies that were the subject of our chapter’s field trip in 
August 2009.

 Our survey may begin in May 2010, but part or all of it could be 
delayed until 2011, depending on factors such as whether or not the 
road is open and our own preparedness.
 Staff at the Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden have kindly offered 
assistance with respect to scientific guidance, access to information 
about Sawyer’s collection in the herbarium, and the collecting of 
voucher specimens. Their assistance is greatly appreciated.
 If you are interested in participating in what we are calling the Lily 
Spring Survey, or would simply like to know more, please contact 
me <webcontact@cnps.org> or 626-449-8392. It’s not necessary to 
be a plant expert, but you may need training in plant identification; 
Jane Strong is working on material to help with that. We have an 
introductory web page <http://cnps-sgm.org/lilyspring> that will be 
updated as the project progresses, and where you can read Sawyer’s 
paper.

Snowmelt gully above Highway 2 and directly below 
Lily Spring, August 2009, Photo © Graham Bothwell
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NATIVE PLANT GARDENING 
CORNER 

By Barbara Eisenstein
Native Plant Garden Writer and Consultant

Q: What difference does it make whether 
I plant native plants in my garden? And if I 
do plant California natives, does it matter 
whether they are local? 

A: The most compelling argument that I 
have read for planting natives is made by 
Douglas Tallamy in Bringing Nature Home. 
This call-to-action, first published in 2007 
and released again in a second printing in 
2009, is both depressing and optimistic in its 
message. Tallamy presents data on what we 
are losing and how rapidly we are losing it. It 
is difficult to read that scientists believe that 
only 3-5% of land in the contiguous United 
States remains “undisturbed.” It is easier 
to “not know” that land in the United States 
is covered with four million linear miles of 
roads, 43,480 square miles of blacktop, 
and 62,500 square miles of sterile lawn, 
and that this kind of “progress” continues 
at an accelerating pace. The consequential 
loss of species and biological diversity is 
heartbreaking. But faced with all of this 
bad news, Tallamy presents a solution: the 
conversion of sterile suburban gardens to 
rich natural habitat through the use of local 
native plants. 
 When I started gardening with natives it 
was difficult to determine what constituted 
a native plant. If I planted a northern 
California manzanita like Vine Hill manzanita 
(Arctostaphylos densiflora), was I really 
planting something native? Even if the 
plant did well in my garden, was I planting a 
native? Why should the fact that a plant is 
found within the geopolitical boundaries of 
our state make any difference? 
 I suppose the answer to these questions 
depends on the reasons that one uses native 
plants in the garden. For me it was a way 
to acclimate to my new home. Furthermore, 
I wanted to use plants that were adapted 
to our climate, requiring little supplemental 
water, fertilizer, or amendments. As these 
plants started to populate my yard, I noticed 
an increase in birds, butterflies, lizards and 
other wild insects. All good. Still, in the back 
of my mind, growing artificially-produced 
hybrids, albeit with native parents, seemed 
inconsistent with my native plant philosophy. 
Tallamy’s book reinforces the importance of 
using locally native species in order to create 
good habitat that will hopefully slow the 
catastrophic decline of biodiversity that we 
are experiencing. 
 I have grown ceanothus cultivars, sages 
with both northern and southern California 
parents, desert plants, and locally-occurring 
natives that were selected from distant 
populations for their unusual form. More 
recently my attention has turned to our 
own local native plants. I have tried to 
find out what grew in the flats of the San 

Gabriel Valley before we paved it over. 
Whitethorn (Ceanothus leucodermis), big 
berry manzanita (Arctostaphylos glauca), 
and mountain mahogany (Cercocarpus 
betuloides) can all be seen in the chaparral 
of the San Gabriel Mountains; but they 
probably did not inhabit the low, flat land that 
is my home. Coastal sage scrub plants are 
more likely candidates, along with native 
grasses and wildflowers. Of course, the 
hydrology of the area is so modified that the 
thickets of willow (Salix lasiolepis, S. exigua) 
and mulefat (Baccharis salicifolia), with 
occasional western sycamores (Platanus 
racemosa) that may have been comfortable 
here in the past, could not survive without 
supplemental water. 
 Some of the plants, that hopefully were 
here several hundred years before us and 
that are becoming a part of my garden, 
are California buckwheat (Eriogonum 
fasciculatum), purple needlegrass (Nassella 
pulchra), California sagebrush (Artemisia 
californica), and black sage (Salvia 
mellifera). Maybe they are not the flashiest, 
but they are definitely at home. (See photos 
of these four plants below.)

Q: Can you suggest some resources for 
determining the local flora of our area?

A: For more information on local natives, 
consult historic books like Flora of Los 
Angeles and Vicinity by Le Roy Abrams 

(1904), With the Flowers and Trees in 
California by Charles Francis Saunders 
(1919), and History of Pasadena by Hiram 
Reid (1895). (Ed. note: These books are 
available at the Internet Archive where they 
can be read online or downloaded in several 
formats including PDF and Kindle. Use the 
search tool at the text portion of the Archive, 
<http://www.archive.org/details/texts>.
 The Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden 
online herbarium database 
<http://rsabg.org/herbarium/database/> is 
another fascinating source of historic plant 
information. This easy-to-use web resource 
allows one to select a collecting date range 
and location. For example, by entering a 
yearly range of 1900-1925, location of Los 
Angeles County, and physiographic region 
of Coast Plains & Basins: Los Angeles Basin 
region, I discovered that common muilla 
(Muilla maritime), a perennial monocot herb, 
was collected by George B. Grant on April 
20, 1905 in Pasadena, and that it occurred 
occasionally in stony places. If you find other 
good resources on our local flora do share 
them at the monthly meetings of the San 
Gabriel Chapter of the CNPS.
 Barbara Eisenstein gained experience 
running the Garden Hotline as Horticulture 
Outreach Coordinator at Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden. You can find more of her 
writing at <http://weedingwildsuburbia.com/>. 
Send your questions to her at 
<barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com>.

The author described the plants in these photos as, “Some of the plants, that hopefully were 
here several hundred years before us and that are becoming a part of my garden.“

California buckwheat (Eriogonum fascicu-
latum), composite of photos © Gabi McLean

black sage (Salvia mellifera), composite of 
photos © Gabi McLean

California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), 
composite of photos © Gabi McLean

purple needlegrass, also called purple tus-
sockgrass (Nassella pulchra), © George W. 
Hartwell
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SOUTHLAND ECOLOGY
 Environment Reporter Ilsa Setziol 
has written about native plants and the 
environment for more than a decade. This 
is the second part of a report on southern 
California’s natural landscapes. It reprises 
one of her radio stories from a few years ago 
that aired on KPCC, 89.3 FM.

Native Plants Threatened 
by Invaders, Fire

 SETZIOL: You can’t help but notice: 
whole canyons, entire hillsides that used to 
house communities of plants and animals 
are now budding with new homes for 
humans. Less obvious, though, is another 
threat to our natural communities: innocuous 
looking foreign plants that — with human 
help — have the potential to radically change 
our rare ecosystems. 
 (Sound of bird)
 SETZIOL: Stough Canyon in the 
Verdugo Mountains is a marvelous place to 
gaze at native plants. In a couple of hours 
of hiking on a May or June day, you can 
easily see about 100 species: 6-foot-tall 
Scarlet Delphiniums; Caterpillar Phacelia 
with curved, fuzzy purple heads; Goldenback 
Ferns; Holly Leaf Cherries; bright red 
members of the carnation family called 
“Indian Pinks” — and much more.
 Botanist Ileene Anderson recently trekked 
up a fire road into the canyon. The hillsides 
were also covered with a deep pink flower 
that has four slender, diamond-shaped petals.
 ANDERSON: This is an annual. It’s 
called Elegant Clarkia. It’s one of our later 
spring wildflowers, and it’s quite showy. 
These are 2-3 feet here, but they can get 
substantially taller. They’re glorious, easy 
to grow in the garden, loved by a variety of 
insects, animals, etc.
 SETZIOL: The tapestry of blooms 
exhilarates Anderson. But she also sees 
some plants she doesn’t welcome: she 
points at a gangly one with lemon-yellow 
flowers.
 ANDERSON: This yellow mustard 
is of European origin and has spread to 
California. The story goes that when the 
Spanish were colonizing California, they 
spread mustard seeds between the missions 
so they could find their way — by following 
El Camino Real, the mustard road. It’s done 
very well here; it’s suited to these conditions 
and has spread everywhere.
 SETZIOL: The mustard is one of a suite 
of plants from the Mediterranean basin that 
has tagged along with people and livestock 
and found our similar climate to be quite 
hospitable.
 Alongside the fire road, Anderson points 
out other plants that are all-too-cozy in 
California:
 ANDERSON: We see a patch up here 
of Mediterranean grasses of different sorts. 
And they have basically taken over all our 
native grasslands now. So native grasslands 
in California are a very rare plant community.

 SETZIOL: UCLA botanist Phil Rundel 
says these alien plants — and others like 
the water-hogging, giant cane called arundo 
— can do a lot of damage.
 RUNDEL: Invasive species have 
dramatic potential to change fire frequencies, 
fire intensities; they can change nutrient 
levels, they can crowd out natives and change 
ecosystem function, change hydrologic flow in 
streams, a variety of impacts that have huge 
economic damage. Billions and billions of 
dollars in the US alone.
 SETZIOL: One reason why some of 
these invaders do so well here in California 
is because the pathogens and predators 
they evolved with in their homeland are back 
there — not here.
 Phil Rundel says some countries 
— places with similar climates, like South 
Africa — take aggressive steps to control 
invasives, essentially treating them like 
hazardous waste. But so far in California….
 RUNDEL: There’s very little regulation. 
The state now has a few things they ask 
nurseries not to sell. There are state 
agencies that have lists of invasives we’re 
trying to control. Part of the problem is 
public education. People aren’t aware what’s 
dangerous and what’s not.
 SETZIOL: Rundel says sometimes alien 
plants don’t become invasive right away. 
They hang around benignly for several 
decades, then suddenly become aggressive 
— perhaps because the right pollinator or 
seed-disperser comes along to help them 
out.
 The number of alien plants making their 
way to California is likely to climb as global 
trade and travel increases. But research 
scientist Jon Keeley of the U.S. Geological 
Survey says the plants that are already here 
are more than capable of wreaking havoc.
 KEELEY: And the primary driver that 
affects that transition from native to non-
native vegetation is fire. I see it just about 
every time I drive to southern California. 
I see a new portion of the landscape that 
seems to be on its way to being converted 
to alien grasslands simply because as the 
urban development expands, we find that 
more and more fires are ignited at the most 
inopportune times for putting them out.
 SETZIOL: Keeley says, yes, southern 
California plant communities evolved with fire, 
but the shrub-dominated areas surrounding 
cities didn’t used to burn as frequently as they 
do now. Blame people for that.
 KEELEY: If you put too many fires in 
the landscape, say for example two in five 
years, those plants don’t have enough time 
to recover — and as a result alien species 
are able to invade, and the reason they can 
invade is they’re a very different life form. 
The natives are a woody life form that takes 
a long time to recover; the alien plants are 
annuals that come in and can regenerate 
very, very quickly, produce seeds, and 
withstand repeat fires.
 SETZIOL: And that doesn’t bode well for 
all the animals that rely on native plants for 

food and shelter.
 There’s a bit of good news in the 
face of this daunting problem: Jon Keeley 
thinks federal land managers with the park 
and forest services are very aware of the 
problem.
 Climbing up Stough Canyon, Ileene 
Anderson arrives at a plateau thick with 
California Buckwheats, blooming orbs of 
white flowers.
 ANDERSON: The rain has definitely 
contributed to more blooms in general. This 
year all the perennial shrubs have really 
benefited from the rain.
 SETZIOL: But while the native plants 
thrive, their alien rivals — mustard, 
Mediterranean grasses, and others — are 
also doing well, ready to take over when the 
next fire comes.
 Recommended Reading: 
Introduction to The Plant Life of Southern 
California: Coast to Foothills, Phillip Rundel 
and Robert Gustafson, University of 
California Press, 2005.
Botany of Desire: A Plant’s-Eye View of the 
World, Michael Pollan, Random House, 
2001. This is not about local plants, but an 
interesting look at our relationship to four 
domesticated plants.
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came. There are Goodding’s black willow, arroyo willow, Fremont 
cottonwood, box elder and grapevines (Vitis girdiana).
 Heavy rains eventually drove the mission to its permanent 
location in San Gabriel in 1776. The church is built of cut stone, 
brick and mortar and is the oldest structure of its kind south of 
Monterey. This is the site we will visit.
 The Old Mill, a former grist mill built in 1816 by Father Zalvidea 
from the San Gabriel Mission, is the oldest commercial building 
in Southern California. Outside of the Mill is an attractive, well 
maintained garden highlighting native California trees and plants. 

Sunday, March 21, Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriels
(Sierra Club Natural Science Section event) 
Leaders/Naturalists: Cliff & Gabi McLean. 
Time and Place: To be determined by conditions and permissions. 
Phone 626-966-0580 or email <cliff.mclean@att.net>.
More Info: We will visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that 
was burned in the Station or Morris Fires of September, 2009. We 
will look at resprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following 
wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife. This is a 
slow-paced nature hike. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars 
and/or camera, water, lugsoles, lunch.

eThursday, March 25, 7:00/7:30 pm, General Meeting
Location: Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Come at 7:00 pm for the 
social period. The meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
Speaker: Bob Allen is a nature photographer/teacher, author, 
biology instructor, and consulting biologist. 
Program: Allen will discuss and demonstrate pollination 
mechanisms with photographs and models.

APRIL                                                                                                 
Friday, April 9, 7 pm, through Sunday, April 11, 3 pm,
Botanical Illustration of Native Desert Flora 
(UC Riverside Event)
The Class: This UC Riverside Extension course (Art X454.5), taught 
by Donald Davidson, is offered at the Desert Studies Center, within 
the Mojave National Preserve. As much a course in “art for botanists” 
as “botany for artists!” At the height of the desert blooming period, 
participants can look forward to some very exciting plein-air drawing 
and watercolor painting, plus the basics of line control, proportion, 
color, focusing/perception skills as they relate to plant identification. 
Also detailed dissection work in a well equipped lab.
More Info: The Center is located at Soda Springs (Zzyzx), near 
Baker, CA — midway between San Bernardino and Las Vegas. 
For more information and to register, call 951-827-4105 or 
visit <https://www.extension.ucr.edu/enroll/catalog/olr_course_
details.php?crsid=245>.

Saturday, April 10, 8:00 am, Guided hike in the Puente Hills, 
Arroyo Pescadero (Habitat Authority event)
Location: Arroyo Pescadero Trailhead is at 7531 South Colima 
Road, Whittier. Trail access is on the west side of Colima Road 
across from Murphy Ranch Little League fields. ADA accessible. 
More Info: Learn about the plants, wildlife, history and the 
restoration of the Preserve. <http://www.habitatauthority.org/>

Saturday-Sunday, April 10-11, 10:00 am-4:00 pm, Theodore 
Payne Native Plant Garden tour
More Info: Self-guided tour of 50 gardens. $20 per person. Details 
at <http://www.theodorepayne.org/Tour/>.

eSunday, April 11, 9:00-11:00 am, Eaton Canyon Plant Walk 
Leader: Rick Fisher. 
More Info: See March 14.

Sunday, April 11, 10:00 am, Plant Walk, Cucamonga Canyon  
(Sierra Club Natural Science Section Event) 

EVENTS CALENDAR

This calendar contains events about native plants conducted by our 
chapter (indicated by e) and by other organizations. Everyone, 
member and nonmember, is welcome at these events. 

MARCH                                                                                                 
eThursday, March 4, 7:30 pm, Board Meeting 
Location: Eaton Canyon Nature Center. 
More Info: Even if you’re not a board member, come and participate. 
We can always use new points of view.

Saturday, March 13, 8:00 am, Guided hike in the Puente Hills, 
Sycamore Canyon (Habitat Authority event) 
Location: Sycamore Canyon Trailhead is at 5040 Workman Mill Road, 
Whittier, CA 90601, 1/2 mile north of Beverly Bl., near Strong Ave.
More Info: Learn about the plants, wildlife, history and the 
restoration of the Preserve. <http://www.habitatauthority.org/>

eSaturday-Sunday, March 13-14, Chapter Council Meeting
Location: Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden, Claremont
More Info: This is one of four meetings of delegates from the 32 
CNPS chapters held each year in different communities. All CNPS 
members are welcome to attend. Details at 
<http://sites.google.com/site/cnpschaptercouncildec2009/>. 

eSunday, March 14, 9:00-11:00 am, Eaton Canyon Plant Walk, 
Leader: Cynthia Null
Location: Meet at the flag pole in front of Eaton Canyon Nature 
Center, then go on a leisurely walk (about 2 hours) through the native 
plant garden that surrounds the Center and into the nearby wild 
areas. The walk is different each time — what’s leafing out, flowering, 
in seed, etc. determines what your leader will talk about — and 
different leaders bring different points of view.
Extra: The Nature Center Gardening Group, made up of volunteers, 
works from 10:00 am to noon to maintain the Nature Center Native 
Plant Garden. You are welcome to join the gardeners and develop your 
gardening skills. Wear a hat, comfortable clothes, and sturdy shoes. 
Work gloves and tools will be provided. Ask the Nature Center staff 
where to find the Gardening Group leader, Marilynn Hildebrandt.

Sunday, March 14, Plant ID Walk, 10:00 am, North Etiwanda 
Preserve (Sierra Club Natural Science Section event) 
Leaders: Botanist Bob Muns and naturalist Liana Argento 
Directions:  From 210 Fwy E, exit on Day Creek Blvd in the City of 
Rancho Cucamonga. Head N on Day Creek Blvd 2.2 miles until you 
reach Etiwanda Avenue. Continue N on Etiwanda Ave to parking area. 
More Info: Slow paced 3-4 hour walk to look for spring wildflowers 
and to learn how to identify plants.   Meet in parking lot of North 
Etiwanda Preserve at 10:00 am.Bring lunch, water, and hand lens. 
(optional $1 for plant list and $1 for hand lens).  Rain Cancels.

eSaturday, March 20, 2010, 10:00 am, Field Trip, Old California 
Gardens
Locations and Leaders: Meet at 10:00 am in the San Gabriel 
Mission parking lot, 428 S. Mission Drive at Junipero Serra, San 
Gabriel. Our guide will be Cynthia Guthrie, who has been restoring 
native plants to the garden. After a brief time out for lunch, we will 
proceed to the Old Mill, also known as El Molino Viejo, 1120 Old Mill 
Road, San Marino for a docent-guided tour.
History: The San Gabriel Mission (1776) and El Molino Viejo (1816) 
have gardens that use native plants and plants from the mission 
era. The original San Gabriel Mission was established in 1771 near 
where San Gabriel Boulevard now crosses the Rio Hondo. This 
site is across the street from El Bosque del Rio Hondo — a 5-acre 
park within Whittier Narrows Recreation Area — near the corner of 
Rosemead and San Gabriel Blvds. If you visit El Bosque, you can 
see what the vegetation conceivably looked like before the mission 
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Leaders: Liana Argento Co-Ldr: Michael Hecht. 
Directions: Take 210 fwy E to Upland, exit Campus Blvd, S to 
19th Street, E on 19th to Sapphire, N on Sapphire to Almond, W on 
Almond to parking area where dirt road begins. Meet in parking area.
More Info: Slow paced 3-4 hour plant walk to identify plants and 
learn about the unique geology and geography of Cucamonga 
Canyon with botanist Bob Muns and naturalists Liana Argento and.  
Bring water, lunch, hand lens, and binoculars. (Optional $1 for plant 
list and $1 for hand lens) Rain cancels.

eThursday, April 22, 7:00/7:30 pm, General Meeting
Location: Meet at Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Come at 7:00 pm 
for the social period. The meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
Speaker: Fred Roberts, former assistant curator of the Museum of 
Systematic Biology at UC, Irvine, and a former U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Botanist, specializes in understanding the distribution and 
status of rare plants of southern California. He has authored the 
Illustrated Guide to the Oaks of the Southern Californian Floristic 
Province; the Vascular Plants of Orange County, an annotated 
checklist; and co-authored the Vascular Plants of Western Riverside 
County, an annotated checklist. He is currently working on several 
book manuscripts, painting wildlife and plant portraits, and working 
as an independent botanical consultant. Some of his books and note 
cards will be for sale at the meeting.
Program: With the Station Fire and anticipation for wildflowers in 
its wake fresh in everyone’s minds, our speaker will tell the story of 
another massive fire and its aftermath through the eyes of a botanist; 
a look at some of the lands and plants burned in the October 2007 
fire storm in San Diego County. The Harris fire burned 350,000 acres, 
more than twice the area of the Station fire, within a week. The lands 
burned contribute to one of the highest plant species diversities in the 
U.S. In 2000 and 2001 our speaker had the opportunity to conduct 
rare plant surveys on thousands of acres of land conserved under 
the San Diego County Multiple Species Conservation Plan. Many of 
these lands burned in the Witch and Harris Fires. 

eSaturday, April 24, 9:00 am, Field Trip: Desert Pines Wildlife 
Sanctuary for habitat and desert wildflowers
Directions: Because Desert Pines is rarely visited, undeveloped, 
with road access conditions variable, and because of the desire 
to cause minimal impact, we will meet at 9:00 am at the Antelope 
Valley California Poppy Reserve. From there we will convoy to 
Desert Pines under Mickey Long’s direction. The Poppy Reserve 
is located 15 miles west of Lancaster at 15101 Lancaster Road.  
From Highway 14 take the Avenue I exit and head west 15 
miles. Avenue I becomes Lancaster Road.
Leader: Mickey Long, who knows more about this special place than 
anyone else.
More Info: One of the best of the Los Angeles County Wildflower 
Sanctuaries and the least known, Desert Pines, at the north edge of 
Liebre Mts., has Joshua trees with elderberry and coffeeberry, and 
Pinus sabiniana on the hills adjacent. 

Saturday, April 24, 9;00 am, Introductory Botany Walk, Millard 
Canyon (Sierra Club Natural Science Section Event) 
Note: Phone 626-793-4727 or email ginnyh@ix.netcom.com to learn 
whether the destination, which is currently closed, has reopened.
Leaders: Ginny Heringer, assistant leader Marcia Reitmeyer.
Directions:  From the 210 Fwy in Pasadena, take the Fair Oaks exit 
and continue north 3.6 miles to the stop sign intersection at Loma 
Alta.  Turn left and continue .3 mile to the flashing yellow signal at 
Chaney Trail  Turn right and continue 1.7 miles up into the mountains 
and down into the Millard Canyon parking lot. 
More Info: We hope to see signs of fire recovery and learn common 
plant families and flowers of the coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and 
riparian habitats.  Hike with frequent stops about 3 miles on road 
and trail. Bring hat, water, sturdy walking shoes, and any plant ID 
materials you may have. Optional lunch in the canyon after the hike. 
Forest Service pass required.

MAY PREVIEW (More in the next Paintbursh)                                     
Sunday, May 2, 9:30 am, Plant ID Walk, Azusa River Wilderness 
Park (Sierra Club Natural Science Section Event) 
Directions: Take the 210 Freeway to Azusa and exit at Azusa 
Ave. Continue N. on Azusa Ave (Hwy 39) 3.5 miles. Turn R. into 
Wilderness Park parking lot. Meet 9:30 am. Rain cancels. 
Leaders: Botanist Bob Muns and naturalist Liana Argento
More Info: A slow paced, 3-4 hour walk along El Encanto Trail to 
identify spring wildflowers. Bring water, binoculars, lunch, hand lens, 
(optional $1 for plant list and $1 for hand lens). 

eThursday, May 6, 7:30 pm, Board Meeting
More Info: See March 4.

Saturday, May 8, Fire Recovery Hike in the San Gabriels (Sierra 
Club Natural Science Section Event) 
Directions/Time: For location and time, phone 626-966-0580 or 
email <cliff.mclean@att.net>.
Leaders/Naturalists: Cliff & Gabi McLean. 
More info: We will visit an area of the San Gabriel Mountains that w
as burned in the Station or Morris Fires of September, 2009. We 
will look at resprouting of shrubs and trees, see what fire-following 
wildflowers show up, and look for the return of wildlife. This is a slow-
paced nature hike. Bring hand lens, field guides, binoculars and/or 
camera, water, lugsoles, and lunch.

eSunday, May 9, 9:00 am, Eaton Canyon Plant Walk
Leaders: Gabi & Cliff McLean
More info: See March 14.

eSaturday, May 15, 2010,9:00 am, Field Trip: Car tour along 
Glendora Ridge Road, for spring wildflowers.
Leader: Bob Muns has walked the entire route and recorded each 
and every plant growing there. He is an absolute expert.
Directions: You can find a helpful map and directions at 
<http://www.cnps-sgm.org/events-files/GlendoraRidgeRoad.jpg>.
 From the 210 Foothill Freeway, take the Grand Ave. exit in 
Glendora north to Sierra Madre Blvd. Turn right on Sierra Madre and 
go east to Glendora Mountain Road, passing an elementary school 
and Loraine Ave. just before you turn. Turn left on Glendora Mountain 
Road, and proceed north all the way to the top of the ridge. There 
you will find a large T-intersection where Glendora Mountain Road 
meets Glendora Ridge Road, which is where we will gather at 9:00 
am. 
 If Glendora Mountain Road is closed, alternate routes are up Hwy. 
39, Azusa/San Gabriel Canyon Road to East Fork Rd. to Glendora 
Mountain Road to Glendora Ridge Road, or west from Mt. Baldy 
Road. Glendora Ridge Road is 22 miles long.
More Info: Glendora Ridge Road is one of the best and one of the 
least known nearby wildflower hot spots. Jane Strong says that on 
her first trip there in late May several years ago, there were at least 
100 species in bloom. We may see elk clover, a yellow calochortus, 
and a sedum, all unusual plants locally.
 We will meet at the west end of Glendora Ridge Road at 9:00 am 
This is a one-way tour, from west to east, ending at Mt. Baldy Road, 
so we are always on the right-hand (south) side of the road, where 
the flowers and parking are. After the tour, we will eat our lunches at 
the tables across the street from the Mt. Baldy Trout Ponds.
 There are no restrooms, no drinking water, no gas, and no picnic 
areas along the route. No gas at Mt. Baldy either, but there are 
restrooms at the Visitor Center and the Trout Ponds. So please plan 
ahead. No Adventure Pass is needed for the Ridge Road, but if you 
plan to eat lunch with us at the tables across from the Trout Ponds, 
you will need one.
 
eThursday, May 27, 7:00/7:30 pm, General Meeting
Speaker and Topic: To be announced
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

San Gabriel Mountains Chapter
1750 North Altadena Drive
Pasadena, California 91107-1046

 Instead of using the form on the left, 
you may join or renew your CNPS mem-
bership online with a credit card. 
 Go to <http://cnps.org>, click on “Join CNPS” in 
the right column, then fill out the form, and pay with 
a credit card.
 As an option you can set it up to renew auto-
matically year after year. 
 It is quick, easy, and convenient and reduces 
the cost of mailing renewal notices.
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This black and white copy of our newsletter 
doesn’t do justice to the photos. To see them in 
color, view this newsletter on the internet at 
http://www.cnps-sgm.org/newsletters.html


