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HIGHLIGHTS
Prepare to plant natives in your garden this fall: Start with the 
gardening article on the left, then go to the calendar on pages 6 and 7 for 
the following activities: 
• Become familiar with our native plants on the monthly Eaton Canyon 

plant walks and on a field trip to the lower Arroyo Seco on October 24.
• Learn to use the L. A. County Arboretum Library’s resources on October 3. 
• Buy your plants at our plant sale on November 14. 
• For hands-on experience, attend our planting workshop on November 21.
Our tree series continues: 
• On page 4 read Oak Woodlands: A Historical Perspective, which was the 

topic of our June 25 meeting. 
• The topic of our September 24 meeting is Oaks of Los Angeles County: 

Identification and Associated Species. See page 6.
• The topic of our October 22 meeting is Native Trees for Urban Gardens. 

See page 7.
We’ll elect officers at our general meeting on September 24. More 
information on page 6. 
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NATIVE PLANT GARDENING 
CORNER

By Barbara Eisenstein, Native Plant 
Garden Writer and Consultant

       In this continuing series I share answers 
to questions that I receive about gardening 
with California native plants. If you have any 
questions or topics you would like covered, 
please email me at 
barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com.
Q.  I am new to gardening with California native 

plants. Can you give me some tips so I can 
avoid some of the pitfalls of this different 
gardening experience?

A.  As we prepare for the upcoming planting 
season I am going to make five suggestions 
to help you avoid some of the most common 
mistakes that I have made in my own 
garden and have seen in the gardens of 
others.

1. Do Your Homework
Plan before you go to the nursery or plant 
sale.  Know your garden conditions, what 
kind of garden you want, and how much 
work you want to do.  Visit gardens, attend 
classes and garden tours, and talk with 
people whose gardens you admire. Develop 
a clear sense of the type of garden you want 
to work towards.

2. Use More Than One-of-Each
I must confess I am guilty of ignoring this 
rule. As plant-lovers, we can hardly resist 
new and unusual plants. “Oh that looks so 
cute.  Can you just see it in my garden?” I 
became aware of this tendency while visiting 
the garden of a friend who is a landscape 
architect.  She had clusters of Canyon Snow 
irises repeated throughout her garden. 
In contrast, irises with descriptive and 
whimsical names like Gold & Maroon, Plum 
& Yellow, and Oxymoron were randomly 
scattered around my yard. One garden is a 
hodge-podge of plants; the other, a relaxing, 
pleasant and natural-looking arrangement.

3. Give Them Room to Grow
This very common mistake is made by 
professionals and amateurs alike. Many 
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Properly spaced plants at the Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
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native plants adapt best when they are planted young, yet 
they get big in just a few years. For example, sugar bush 
(Rhus ovata) in a one gallon pot can look like a spindly 
stick, but in five years it may reach four feet in height and 
width, and its mature size can exceed ten feet by ten feet. 
It is hard to space plants far enough apart so they can 
reach their mature size without bumping into other plants, 
but for a nicer and easier-to-maintain garden, this is just 
what you must do.  Do not rely on your eye, measure 
it out.  Professionals often crowd plants so that their 
customers are not disappointed with their new gardens in 
the first couple of years. Gardening teaches us patience. 
Resist overcrowding so that your garden will be at its best 
for many years to come.

4. Put Friends Together
When selecting plants for a garden space, make sure 
that their needs are compatible. If you are going to keep 
some lawn or high water-use plantings, select plants that 
will accept the extra water and serve to transition to the 
drier adjacent beds. Observe plants in natural settings to 
see which ones grow together. These plants have similar 
needs and form a natural looking association. 

5. Pretend You Are Mother Nature
Get to know where your plants grow in nature and try 
to mimic these conditions. Most native plants from our 
local area rarely get summer water. When you first plant 
your natives, help them transition from their early life in 
nursery containers to their new permanent homes. Keep 
an eye on these young plants and water deeply before 
they show signs of stress.  Water early in the day, and 
if possible on cool, foggy days when the soil is cool, to 
keep them hydrated. Once they are established, usually 
after two or three summers, water them during dry 
winters, and occasionally during the summer to keep them 
more verdant than they might be out in the wild. Water 
thoroughly and infrequently. 

 Our rainy season is the best time of year to plant in your 
garden. Don’t miss the native plant sale mentioned elsewhere 
in this newsletter, where you will find great plants, expert 
advice, interesting talks, and nice people who share your 
interest in our remarkable native flora. Above all, remember 
gardening is a process. The most successful gardeners stick 
with it, learning from their mistakes.

 Barbara Eisenstein is a native plant garden writer, 
speaker, and consultant. She gained experience running 
the Garden Hotline as Horticulture Outreach Coordinator at 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden. You can find more of her 
writing on her native plant garden blog: 
http://www.wildsuburbia.blogspot.com/. 

The Flowers of Cacti, Agaves, and Yuccas
 by Stephen Ingram

“The prickly pear … 
produces a flower 
that may be violet, 
saffron, or red. It is 
cup-shaped, filled 
with golden stamens 
that respond with 
sensitive, one might 
almost say sensual, 
tenderness to the 
entrance of a bee. 
The flower is indeed 
irresistibly attractive 
to insects; I have yet 
to look into one and 
not find a honeybee 
or bumblebee 
wallowing drunkenly 
inside, powdered with 
pollen, glutting itself 
on what must be a 
marvelous nectar.”
 -Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire

Flowers of cacti, agaves, and yuccas differ in their 
structure, but they are all irresistible to people as well as 
pollinators. The primary function of flowers is to attract 
pollinators. Pollination enables these plants to reproduce 
sexually and maintain a diverse gene pool. The cactus and 
agave families are recognizable to most people without 
flowers, but it is the flower that really distinguishes different 
plant species and families.

Cactus flowers are actually (i.e., anatomically) highly 
modified branches that arise from areoles (spine clusters) 
near the stem tip. Flowers in the cactus family are 
characterized by having many perianth parts that grade from 
outermost scale-like leaves to sepals to petals. In cacti, and in 
many monocots such as Agave and Yucca, sepals and petals 
are very similar and are commonly referred to as tepals. 

© Stephen Ingram
Brown-spined prickly-pear flowers (Opuntia 
phaeacantha)

© Stephen Ingram
Mojave prickly-pear flowers (Opuntia 
polyacantha var. erinacea)
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Within the cactus tepals are the male (staminate) reproductive 
parts, known collectively as the androecium. This array 
consists of dozens to hundreds of stamens, with their pollen-
bearing anther sacs. The center of the flower holds the female 
(pistillate) reproductive parts, called the gynoecium, consisting 
of an ovary with its emergent style tipped with a bumpy, lobed 
stigma. The ovary forms the fruit that protectively surrounds 
the seeds, and the seeds develop from the ovules following 
their fertilization by the male gametes from the pollen. 
 The cactus ovary is located below the other flower parts, 
and so is known as an inferior ovary. But “The ovaries of 
cacti are not merely inferior, they are spectacularly inferior,” 
according to plant anatomist and cactus specialist James 
Mauseth. Rather than the typical inferior ovary of an agave, 
for example, in which sepals and petals form a tube above 
the ovary, it has formed in cacti by being sunken into the 
stem tissue. The outer tissue of a cactus fruit is essentially 
stem tissue, often covered with areoles that ⎯ in chollas and 
prickly-pears ⎯ may produce a new stem, roots, or even new 
flower buds. 
 Cactus flowers are generally brightly colored and visible 
as ultraviolet to attract bees, and their spreading bowl or vase-
like shape is adapted to accommodate these busy pollinators. 
Cactus bees, which are unrelated bees that specialize on 
cacti, are the most important pollinators for the cactus in 
California and Nevada. Although desert naturalist Edward 
Abbey had the right idea about bees glutting themselves in 
cactus flowers, they mostly feed on the copious pollen rather 
than the meager nectar produced by cactus flowers.
 The flowers of agaves and yuccas, in contrast, are 
composed strictly of three outer and three inner tepals that 
surround six stamens. In Agave the inferior ovary sits at the 
very base of the flower within an upwardly widening tube 
that extends beyond the ovary’s upper rim. The upper part of 
this tube is formed by the tepals, which are joined near their 
bases. Long, slender filaments arise from within this tube, 

© Stephen Ingram
Cactus bee in Whipple cholla flower (Cylindropuntia 
whipplei)

stretching up into the open where the long, teetering anthers 
hold their pollen. At the base of the tepals is the style, which 
arises from the ovary tip. The style elongates even while the 
anthers are shedding pollen onto visiting bees and sphinx-
moths, and the stigma is not receptive until after the anthers 
have released their pollen. This strategy with the male flower 
parts maturing before the female is called protandry, and it 
guarantees out-crossing of the flower. Healthy amounts of 
pollen and nectar provide a rich reward for the bees, moths, 
hummingbirds, and bats 
that visit and pollinate 
agave flowers.
 In contrast to Agave 
flowers, the flowers of 
Yucca and Hesperoyucca 
have a large, superior 
ovary that sits above 
the thick, broad, white 
tepals. The stamens in the 
flowers of yuccas are short 
and fleshy, and directly 
surround the grooved 
ovary. All yucca flowers 
require species-specific 
yucca moths to effectively 
transfer pollen to the tip of 
the stigma, and all yucca 
moths are dependent on 
the developing fruits as 
a food source for their 
larvae. The crucial role 
of yucca moths in the 
pollination of yuccas has been recognized since 1872 and 
is often cited as one of the classic examples of co-evolution 
between a plant and an insect. In 1877 Charles Darwin 
described the pollination of yuccas by yucca moths as “the 
most remarkable example of fertilisation ever published.”
 Stephen Ingram gave a slideshow presentation at our 
meeting on May 28, 2009 on Cacti, Agaves, and Yuccas of 
California and Nevada. This article was adapted from his 
book of the same name. The book, published by Cachuma 
Press, features more than 60 species with a detailed text 
that is accompanied by 262 color photographs, 16 botanical 
watercolors, and 52 range maps. 

© Stephen Ingram
Flower of banana yucca (Yucca 
baccata)

NEW WEB SITE FEATURE - THE GALLERY
by Graham Bothwell

Our chapter web site (http://cnps-sgm.org) has a new 
section, a photo collection called the Gallery. It can be 
reached via the “Our Region” drop-down list in the menu at 
the top of every page. The Gallery is a pictorial introduction 
to plants and localities within and around the San Gabriel 
Mountains. You can easily visit most of the localities in either a 
car trip or a hike. 

At this stage the Gallery is a work in progress. Except 
for two locations, all of the Gallery images are my own; 
I am grateful to Andrea Edwards for the photos of Fish 
Canyon and Sturtevant Falls. Further contributions from 
other photographers will be most welcome. Contact me at 
webcontact@cnps-sgm.org if you wish to contribute photos.
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Oak Woodlands: A Historical Perspective
By Rosi Dagit, Sr. Conservation Biologist, Resource 
Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains

 Oaks and humans have a long, interrelated, and 
interdependent history in Los Angeles. Understanding the 
nature of this relationship provides important context to our 
efforts to protect, preserve and restore Oak Woodlands in Los 
Angeles County.
 For over 25,000 years, oaks have played an important 
role in the landscape we know as Los Angeles County. Oak 
woodlands were part of a moist plant complex, more similar to 
current conditions in the Monterey region. Then as now, oaks 
were a keystone species in a complex ecosystem. 
 Today there are over 5,000 insects, 80 species of reptiles 
and amphibians, 100 species of birds, and over 60 mammals 
that all rely on oaks for their survival. The diversity supported 
by oak woodlands is a major reason why Los Angeles County 
hosts 20% of all species listed as federally endangered. 
 Grizzly bears roamed the hills of L.A. County until the last 
one was killed in Sunland in 1916. Grizzlies used their huge 
claws to rip up the soil in search of roots and grubs. Their 
“tilling” helped cultivate oaks by reducing competitive annuals 
and providing good places for acorns to grow. 
 Since at least 7,000 BC, the local Native Americans 
selected village sites near water and oaks. Oaks provided 
food, medicine, and shelter and were actively managed to 
favor maximum acorn production. Low intensity fires were 
used to clear the understory and remove competition. 
 Most of the early diaries of European settlers mention 
finding oaks along the canyon bottoms, slopes of the hillsides, 
and across much of the San Fernando Valley. With the coming 
of the Europeans, agriculture and grazing of thousands of 
cattle and sheep transformed the landscape. As with the 
Native Americans, development was concentrated near water 
and oaks, both considered essential to survival. 
 By the mid-1800’s much of the economy of Los Angeles 
was based on leather production, using oaks as fuel and 
a source of tannins. The other main impact came from 
widespread clearing to create vineyards and orchards. The 
population explosion began, the pattern of individual tree 
preservation was established, and the fragmented habitat we 
see today was fully developed by 1920.

 Oaks provided the main fuel source for the whole region 
until fossil fuels and electricity became available after 1910. 
The development of brick factories, the need to provide 
everything from tool handles to tannin, and the introduction 
of roads and the railroad, all contributed to supporting 

a population explosion and resulting loss of more oak 
woodlands.

By 1935 the majority of oaks that were easily accessed 
had been harvested, and a second growth pattern in 
fragmented areas of the canyons, on steep slopes, and 
along less developed stream corridors was documented. 
A. E. Wieslander, a silviculturist with the US Forest Service, 
generated maps for most of the state with the goal of 
documenting distribution of vegetation. These maps have 
become the main reference tool for understanding the 
changes in vegetation since that time. 

As awareness of the impacts of losing oak woodlands 
grew, Los Angeles in 1982 responded by developing one 
of the first Oak Tree Protection Ordinances in the state. 
The ordinance protects aging trees, not communities. The 
ordinance also fails to assess benefits provided by oak 
woodlands in mitigating the effects of fire, flood, erosion, air 
pollution, water pollution, and loss of species diversity. The 
result of implementing this ordinance for over twenty years 
indicates that it has not been very successful at protecting oak 
resources. 

Recognizing these problems, the state of California 
passed the Oak Woodland Conservation Acts (2001, 2004). 
These laws set up a process for voluntary conservation and 
identified oak woodlands as a significant resource throughout 
the state. The laws also require each County to develop an 
Oak Woodland Conservation Management Plan in order to be 
eligible for state funds to assist in acquiring oak woodlands for 
the public trust. 

In 2007 the California Forest Protocol was adopted by the 
California Air Resources Control Board. This Protocol requires 
the analysis and mitigation of potential effects of greenhouse 
gas emissions related to loss of oak woodlands. Future CEQA 
documents must include an analysis of how biological carbon 
emissions will change if oak woodlands are converted to other 
uses.

All of these laws acknowledge that oak woodlands have 
intrinsic values which provide quantifiable benefits. These 
include aesthetic values, public health benefits, recreational 
values, and ecosystem function values. Los Angeles County is 
in the process of revising the Oak Tree Protection Ordinance 
and the General Plan. The development of an Oak Woodland 
Conservation Management Plan is seen as a complementary 
effort to expand the understanding of, impact evaluation of, 
and management process related to development of the 
remaining oak woodlands. 

The hope is that by seriously considering what we want 
oak woodlands in L.A. County to look like in 50 years, we can 
develop a vision with attainable goals.

Rosi Dagit gave a presentation on this topic at our meeting on 
June 25, 2009. This article was adapted from Los Angeles County 
Oak Woodland Conservation Management Plan (Draft 8/08/09).

From the Los Angeles Library Photo Collection
An oak tree in the roadway of Orange Grove Ave. in 
Pasadena, with a horse and carriage passing under it.

© Rosi Dagit
Oaks on a grassy slope in Calabasas.
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COOPERATION IN IDENTIFICATION OF A RARE PLANT
Castilleja plagiotoma, Mojave Indian Paintbrush, in a new location

By Jane Strong

 Here are four views of Castilleja plagiotoma, Mojave Indian 
paintbrush, which was discovered in a new location during our 
chapter’s mountain plant walk at Lightning Ridge on June 6. The photo 
on the right is from a previously known location in Antelope Valley, 
showing characteristic grayness, yellow flowers, and upright habit of 
growth through another plant, in this case California buckwheat. The 
other images show the Mojave Indian paintbrush at Lightning Ridge, 
7,400 ft. elevation. Upper left shows the entire plant, sprawling and 

© Michael Charters
Mojave Indian Paintbrush (Castilleja plagiotoma) in the 
Antelope Valley

purplish, alone. Middle left is a close-up of the bracts showing the wide 
central lobe, which is truncated, not insect-eaten. Lower left is a close-
up of the inflorescence (infl) showing branched hairs, short yellow 
flowers, and purplish color as it ages.

 Cliff McLean had a GPS and Laura Sellers photographed the 
reading. Lara Hartley sent her photos to Mark Egger, who wrote, “... 
this IS an interesting record as I don’t have any records from that 
location.” Mark is writing the Flora of North America treatment of 
Castilleja.

 C. plagiotoma is one of those “you can’t get there from here” plants 
that is “unkeyable,” if there is such a word, in The Jepson Manual. The 
first branch of the key (see Jepson for an explanation of these keys) 
splits the paintbrushes into:
1 Infl not very reddish (gen green, white, yellow or

purplish); fl ± short (gen bee-pollinated)  and
1’ Infl ± red (yellow-orange); fl long (gen hummingbird-

pollinated).

 C. plagiotoma is listed under 1’, the second branch. It is the yellow-
orange exception, even though it is usually pale yellow.

 Mark wrote: “This plant is very unusual in two ways, both due to the 
elevation, most likely ... It is usually a much taller, highly-branched, 
almost bush-like plant. And the color is unusual -- the stems below the 
inflorescence are often reddish or, more properly, anthocyanic [reddish 
or bluish pigmented], but with greenish bracts and pale yellow flowers. 
In this old and evidently stressed plant, almost everything has become 
anthocyanic ... Strongly anthocyanic plants are often found in other 
Castillejas as well, when they are in high stress-situations, such as 
high altitude and high albedo locations AND when they are senescing 
[becoming old]. All these factors are probably at play in this plant.”

 Thanks to the contributions of all involved, discoverers, gadget-
carriers, photographers, correspondents, and experts; we found and 
described a new location for one of the rare plants of the San Gabriel 
Mountains.

© 2009 Graham Bothwell

© 2009 Richard Fisher

© 2009 Lara Hartley
Three views of Mojave Indian Paintbrush (Castilleja 
plagiotoma) at Lightning Ridge 
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CALENDAR
Unless otherwise indicated, all activities are SGM chapter events.
Thursday, September 3, 7:30 pm
Board Meeting
 Meet at Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Even if you’re not a 
board member, come and participate. We can always use new 
points of view.
Saturday, September 5, 10:00 am
Mountain Plant Walk, East Table Mt. Road & 4N21 Motorway
  Meet at the wide spot at the junction of 4N21 Motorway 
and the road to Table Mt. See the May-August 2009 issue of 
The Paintbrush or visit 
http://www.cnps-sgm.org/events.html#outings for directions 
and further information. 
 We will walk the forest road, seeing a very different sort 
of vegetation: some limestone plants and late bloomers on 
the other side of the San Andreas Fault. The seedpods are 
fascinating.
Sunday, September 13, 9:00 am
Eaton Canyon Plant Walk, Leader: Eva Morgan
 Meet at the flag pole in front of Eaton Canyon Nature 
Center, then go on a leisurely walk (about 2 hours)  
through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center 
and into the nearby wild areas. The walk is different each 
time — what’s leafing out, flowering, in seed, etc. determines 
what your leader will talk about — and different leaders bring 
different points of view.
Tuesday-Thursday, September 15-17, State CNPS Event
Plant Science Training Workshop: Introduction to the 
second edition of A Manual of California Vegetation
 The location of this workshop will be a 3-day transect across 
the central Sierra Nevada. More information at 
http://cnps.org/cnps/education/workshops/index.php
Saturday, September 19, 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm, Orange 
County CNPS Chapter Event
Bolsa Chica Field Trip: Bolsa Chica: Drowning in Salt: 
Common Plants and Algae of Bolsa Chica Wetlands
 We will join in this Orange County CNPS-sponsored 
plant walk. Marine biologist Trude Hurd will share with us 
the ecology of the salt-tolerant plants of this popular Orange 
County coastal wetland. We will walk along the footbridge 
and 1.5 mile loop trail to examine common plants and algae 
in addition to learning their important role in the wetland 
ecosystem and the animals that depend upon them. There will 
be time for discovery, field sketching, and sharing with friends.
 Prepare for initial hot sun and then cold winds as 
the afternoon progresses. Bring water, hat, jacket, and 
comfortable walking shoes. Handouts and writing materials 
will be provided.
 Directions: Bolsa Chica wetland is a 900-acre wetland 
located in Huntington Beach along the east side of Pacific 
Coast Highway between Warner Avenue and Golden West 
Street. Coming south on the 405, take Golden West Street 
exit and turn right. Drive until it ends at Pacific Coast Highway. 
Turn right. Immediately after the second traffic signal, turn 
right into the parking lot of the reserve (across from the 
entrance to the Bolsa Chica State Beach). Parking is free but 
there is limited space.
 More information at http://www.occnps.org/.
Thursday, September 24, 7:00/7:30 pm
General Meeting: Oaks of Los Angeles County: Identification 

and Associated Species
Meet at Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Come at 

7:00 pm for the social period. The meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
Election of officers will be conducted first, followed by the 
program (presentation by the evening’s speaker).

Election of officers: Nominations may be made at the 
meeting. Our current officers, listed on page 7, have agreed to 
be renominated. Nominations for these positions — you may 
even nominate yourself — will be accepted at the meeting.

Program: Photographs and live samples of the 16 species 
of oaks found in Los Angeles County will be presented. The 
talk will include key identification characteristics of the trees, 
common plant and animal associations, and information about 
where the species may be found in Los Angeles County. 
The photos were generously provided by several different 
photographers. 

The Speaker: Rebecca Latta is the senior arborist at 
the Pasadena Office of SWCA Environmental Consultants, 
one of the largest environmental consulting companies with 
a focus solely on environmental science. She specializes in 
arboriculture, but also has expertise in horticultural evaluation, 
native plants, and water management. She is a member of 
the Los Angeles County Oak Woodland Habitat Conservation 
Strategic Alliance. This group is working to provide guidance 
to the county to protect and restore oak woodlands in Los 
Angeles County. 
Tuesday-Thursday, September 29-October 1, State CNPS Event
Plant Science Training Workshop: Exploring the clandestine 
flora of early fall in the eastern Mojave Desert

Location: UC Granite Mountains Desert Research Center.
More information at 
http://www.cnps.org/cnps/education/workshops/index.php
Saturday, October 3, 10:00 am - 11:00 am, Arboretum Event
Exploring The Arboretum Library for Beginners

Meet at the L.A. County Arboretum in Arcadia: Free with 
admission. Join Susan Eubank, Arboretum Librarian, as she 
gives an overview of The Arboretum Library, its collections 
and services. This class is for anyone who is curious about 
what wonderful treasures are contained in this valuable and 
unique library. More about the library at 
http://www.arboretum.org/index.php/explore/library/
Thursday-Saturday, October 8-10, California Invasive Plant 
Council Event
2009 Cal-IPC Symposium, Wildland Weed Management 
on the Leading Edge

The 18th annual Cal-IPC Symposium will be held in 
Visalia.  A pre-Symposium Field Course on Advanced 
Herbicide Control Methods will be held October 7. The 
Symposium brings together more than 300 natural resource 
managers and researchers to discuss the latest developments 
in the field of wildland weed control and restoration. More 
information at http://www.cal-ipc.org/symposia/index.php
Sunday, October 11, 9:00 am
Eaton Canyon Plant Walk. Leader: Clem Padick

See September 13 for more details.
Saturday, October 17, So. Cal. Botanists Event
35th Annual Southern California Botanists Symposium:
California Desert Botany: Bounty or Bust

Location: Ruby Gerontology Center, California State Uni-
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versity, Fullerton.
 $35 individual registration due by October 5. Family  and 
student registration also available.
 More details at http://www.socalbot.org/
Thursday, October 22, 7:00/7:30 pm
General Meeting: Native Trees for Urban Gardens
 Meet at Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Come at 7:00 pm 
for the social period. The meeting starts at 7:30 pm. 
 Trees are the heart of the landscape, and there’s a native 
tree for every size garden. In addition to beauty, shade and 
color, trees provide habitat for native wildlife. Learn which tree 
species are right for your garden, how to plant and keep them 
healthy, and how to select companion plants. This illustrated 
lecture includes helpful handouts. 
 The Speaker: Lili Singer is a horticultural consultant and 
garden writer and is the special projects coordinator for the 
Theodore Payne Foundation in Sun Valley.
Saturday, October 24, 9:00 am
Field Trip to the Lower Arroyo Seco
 Lower Arroyo Nature Park, S. Arroyo Blvd. and Norwood 
Dr., Pasadena. Meet at the casting pond.
 Celebrate the Fall Season! This plant walk will feature 
the changing colors of the riparian deciduous trees and the 
traditional uses of plants.
 Cynthia Guthrie, native plant consultant, and Jane 
Strong will lead a loop walk up the Arroyo Seco to Holly 
Street and back. They will discuss the traditional uses of the 
plants, whether native or exotic, whether Tongva/Gabrielino 
or European-American. Enjoy the crisp fresh air! Look for 
fascinating seedpods! Watch the leaves fall! Learn about how 
plants were traditionally used!
Wednesday-Thursday, November 4-5, California Invasive 
Plant Council Event
Wildland Weed Field Courses: November 4 - Control 
Methods, November 5 - Mapping
 These courses will be held at the Audubon Center in 
Debs Park in northeast Los Angeles. This exciting location not 
only hosts a wildland in the heart the city but is also home to 
the first building in the nation to receive the Platinum Rating 
from the U.S. Green Building Council. Courses are designed 
for professional land managers and restoration volunteers 
— newcomers and old-timers, professionals and committed 
volunteers alike. More information at
http://www.cal-ipc.org/fieldcourses/index.php#pasadena
Thursday, November 5, 7:00 pm
Board Meeting See September 3 for more details.
Sunday, November 8, 9:00 am
Eaton Canyon Plant Walk, Leader: Rick Fisher
 See September 13 for more details.
Saturday, November 14, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm
Under the Oaks 2009, Our Chapter’s Fall Plant Sale 
 Held at Eaton Canyon Nature Center: Here’s your chance 
to select from a wide variety of hard-to-find California native 
plants and wildflower seeds appropriate for gardens in the 
L.A. Basin. This is a great opportunity to learn about and 
buy reasonably priced natives for your own native plant 
garden. Remember, CNPS members buy at a discount! 
Knowledgeable chapter members will be on hand to answer 
your questions.

Throughout the day of the sale, there will be a variety 
of short, informative presentations related to gardening with 
native plants. 

Check http://cnps-sgm.org/PlantSources.html for the 
latest information. And tell your friends.
Saturday, November 21, 3:00 pm
Planting Workshop: Native Plants: Learn How to Plant Them 

Held at Eaton Canyon Nature Center: You bought native 
plants at the plant sale. Now learn how to plant them from Cliff 
and Gabi McLean. Bring work gloves and shoes and wear 
comfortable clothes. Tools will be provided.
Sunday, December 13, 9:00 am
Eaton Canyon Plant Walk, Leaders: Gabi & Cliff McLean

See September 13 for more details.
CALENDAR PREVIEW 

(More information in the next issue of The Paintbrush)
Thursday, January 7, 2010, 7:00 pm
Board Meeting
Sunday, January 10, 2010, 9:00 am
Eaton Canyon Plant Walk, Leader: Orchid Black 
Thursday, January 28, 2010, 7:00/7:30 pm
General Meeting

BOARD MEMBERS
ELECTED OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Gabi McLean 
 626-966-0580 or gabi.mclean@verizon.net
VICE-PRESIDENT: Terry Keller
 (562) 463-7503 or tkeller@riohondo.edu
SECRETARY:  Shelly Magier
 818-480-2438 or shellyam@aol.com
TREASURER: Graham Bothwell 
 626-449-8392 
OTHER MEMBERS
CONSERVATION: Rick Fisher
 626-335-2534 or toyond@earthlink.net
FIELD TRIPS: Jane Strong
 zelicaon@yahoo.com
HOSPITALITY: Bernie Mateer
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Candice Byers
 chorizanth@aol.com
MEMBERSHIP: Cliff McLean 
 626-966-0580 or cliff.mclean@verizon.net 
MEMBER SERVICES: Gabi & Cliff McLean
 626-966-0580 or gabi.mclean@verizon.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Norman Ackerman
 626-286-2270 or normanackerman@att.net
NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION: Andrea Edwards 
 626-305-8395 or adedwards8@hotmail.com
PLANT WALKS: Eva Morgan
 626-284-0029
PROGRAMS: Orchid Black
 626-794-1275 or orchidblack@charter.net
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Lyn McAfee
    626-359-5278 or LynMcAfee@aol.com
RARE PLANTS: Mickey Long
 626-398-5420 or mlongbird@charter.net
WEB EDITOR: Graham Bothwell
 626-449-8392 or webcontact@cnps-sgm.org
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

San Gabriel Mountains Chapter
1750 North Altadena Drive
Pasadena, California  91107-1046

Instead of using the form on the left, 
you may join or renew your CNPS mem-
bership online with a credit card. 

Go to http;//cnps.org, click on  “Join CNPS” in 
the right column, then fill out the form, and pay with 
a credit card.

As an option you can set it up to renew auto-
matically year after year. 

It is quick, easy, and convenient and reduces 
the cost of mailing renewal notices.
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