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THINGS THAT HAPPEN ONLY ONCE, TWICE
by Mickey Long

 Don’t we all have a list of plants, animals or a natural 
phenomenon that we have seen or witnessed only once? 
I have my share. When the first encounter occurs, it’s 
always the same initial feeling, which goes: “Oh, cool (or 
insert favorite expression here), look at this! I’ve never 
seen this before!” One marvels for awhile, takes a photo if 
the subject allows, perhaps makes some notes, then, as 
the days, weeks or years wear on, there’s an expectation 
of seeing it again.
 Among the several thousand known plant species 
in our Mojave Desert in California is the Pygmy Poppy, 
Canbya candida, a tiny (2-3 cm tall), 6-petalled, white-
flowered annual in the Papaveraceae. It is a narrow 
endemic with the various floras and botanical guides 
providing the range: generally “Western Mojave Desert,” 
in sandy soils, within an elevation range of about 2,000 
to 4,000 feet. The plant was first found and the type 
specimen collected “near the head of the Mojave River” 
by Dr. Edward Palmer in 1876 and named by Charles 
Parry for Delaware botanist William Canby. There are 
many herbarium sheet records, documenting a half-moon 
shaped range, from the vicinity of Little Lake (Inyo Co.) 
in the north, to Cajon Pass, Victorville and Barstow (San 
Bernardino Co.) to the southeast (online Consortium of 
California Herbaria).
 My journal notes remind me that on April 16, 1978, 
three of us (Pat Sullivan, John Jackson along) were on a 
loop tour through Soledad Canyon then out to our County 
Mescal Wildlife Sanctuary, east of Devil’s Punchbowl 
along Hwy. 138 [OK, lest someone equate the name of 
this site to my/our physical condition or unadulterated 
powers of observation, the Sanctuary is named for 
Mescal Creek flowing north out of the mountains nearby.] 
That April day, on the gravelly, sandy desert floor filled 
with Joshua trees and creosote bush, we “stopped by 
here by mid-morning and hiked around in windy, cold 
weather. Noted at least 30 species of plants flowering 
including the diminutive pygmy poppy, Canbya candida...”
 To date I have surveyed this 100 acre site, and 
vicinity, during over ten additional visits and documented 
the occurrence of at least 80 plant species, without 
ever again seeing Canbya. But reality tells me we’re 
not finished adding species to the list, evidenced by on-
going surveys at all the County Wildflower and Wildlife 
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HIGHLIGHTS
Election of Officers will be held at our general meet-
ing at the Eaton Canyon Nature Center on Thursday, 
September 24 at 7:30 pm. Our current office holders 
have agreed to be renominated. They are:
 PRESIDENT: Gabi McLean 
 VICE-PRESIDENT: Terry Keller
 SECRETARY:  Shelly Magier
 TREASURER: Graham Bothwell 
Nominations for these positions — you may even 
nominate yourself — will be accepted at the meeting or 
by email; use the form at 
http://cnps-sgm.org/contact.php. 
Activities: Details of chapter activities, as well as 
some state-CNPS Plant Science Training Workshops, 
are shown on page 7. You may also refer to the 
chronological listing of these activities in the calendar 
on page 2. Everyone — member or nonmember — is  
welcome at all chapter activities. 
We invite members to become more active in the 
chapter. One way is to attend the next meeting of our 
board on Thursday, September 3, 7:30 pm at Eaton 
Canyon Nature Center, and help to plan future activities.
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Sanctuaries throughout Antelope Valley.
 According to the Canbya treatment in the online 
Flora of North America (C. Clark & R. Kiger), “Little is 
known about their life histories, reproduction, ecological 
interactions, or evolutionary histories, and they merit more 
field and laboratory study.”
 Important to note here, this little plant is not rare in 
the general sense of the word, nor is it listed as State or 
Federally Rare or Endangered by any of the agencies 
tracking such species. It is listed by the California Native 
Plant Society on List 4.2: “Limited distribution in CA; Fairly 
endangered.”
 But how can I see it in my mind as anything but rare, 
when I can’t find another after 34 years of watching? 
We encounter many desert annuals scattered over 
the Sanctuary survey sites each and every year, some 
carpeting the ground in the right rainfall and temperature 
years, some present as a few individuals the next year. 
But I keep the pygmy poppy always in mind as we walk 
along, and especially as I approach the Mescal site. As I 
write, it’s raining, and last week the desert floor was wet 
from the last storm, so the heart flutters with anticipation 
of another spring and another chance to walk the sandy 
gravel of Mescal, boots crunching, head bowed down in 
plant search mode, watching for those tiny white puffs of 
petals.
Epilogue:
 On April 19, 2009 Jane Strong, Cliff and Gabi McLean, 
and I traveled out to a few Canbya sites known from 
voucher collections; and at our second stop, right back at 
Mescal Wash, after we’d been scouring the area for some 
time, Jane spotted some Pygmy Poppies in the open, 
sandy gravel of small, raised islands in the dry wash. We 
searched a bit more and counted a total of nine plants, 
each about a centimeter tall, and all in about 2 square 
meters of ground. So I happily modified the title of this 
article.
 Thanks to Gary Wallace for some helpful locality 
tips and suggestions on a draft of the article. 

Pygmy Poppy (Canbya candida) 
© Cliff McLean, April 19, 2009
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PRESIDENT: Gabi McLean 
 626-966-0580 or gabi.mclean@verizon.net
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SECRETARY:  Shelly Magier
 818-480-2438 or shellyam@aol.com
TREASURER: Graham Bothwell 
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OTHER MEMBERS
CONSERVATION: Rick Fisher
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FIELD TRIPS: Jane Strong
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HOSPITALITY: Bernie Mateer
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Candice Byers
 chorizanth@aol.com
MEMBERSHIP: Cliff McLean 
 626-966-0580 or cliff.mclean@verizon.net 
MEMBER SERVICES: Gabi & Cliff McLean
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CALENDAR
Everyone, member & nonmember, is welcome at all chapter 
activities. Details of the following activities are on page 7.
July                                                                                        
Sat, Jul 11, 10:00 am, Mountain Plant Walk #3
August                                                                                   
Sat, Aug 1, 10:00 am, Mountain Plant Walk #4  
Wed-Fri, Aug 12-14, Plant Science Training Workshop
Sat, Aug 15, 10:00 am, Behind the Scenes at RSABG
Thu, Aug 27, 1:30 pm, Behind the Scenes at RSABG
September (Preview)                                                            
Thu, Sep 3, 7:30 pm, Board Meeting
Sat, Sep  5, 10:00 am, Mountain Plant Walk #5
Sun, Sep. 13, 9:00 am, Eaton Canyon Plant Walk
Tue-Thu, Sep 15-17, Plant Science Training Workshop
Sat, Sep 19, 2:00 pm, Bolsa Chica Wetlands Plant Walk               
Thu, Sep 24, 7:00/7:30 pm, General Meeting, 
Tue-Thu, Sep 29-Oct 1, Plant Science Training Workshop
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 While botanizing the Blue Ridge in preparation for the Lightning Ridge 
plant walk (which was on June 6), we came across a flower without stem or 
leaves, looking somewhat like an onion, but which turned out to be Bitterroot. 
Bitterroot, Lewisia rediviva var. minor, has no special status except in the 
hearts of hikers who stumble upon its delicately beautiful blossoms in our 
local mountains, the stern, rocky, eastern edge of the San Gabriels.
 The growth cycle of bitterroot is fascinating. We saw only the fading 
flowers. The multi-petaled, white flowers readily “disarticulate in fruit” leaving 
behind six rose-pink sepals, hence the resemblance to an onion flower. By 
late June these will have dried up and blown away, and by early July the plant 
will have disappeared into the stony ground.
 Summer dormancy is broken by the onset of fall rain, when new leaves 
appear. Short days and cool fall temperatures initiate flower buds. Throughout 
the cold, high-country winter, the plant is covered with snow or swept by fierce 
winds. In the warm, sunny days of early spring, the leaves elongate. But they 
soon dry up and wither away by the time the plant flowers in late May and 
June. After flowering, bitterroot rests, surviving the brutal summer only with its 
long taproot hidden away in rocky crevices, until its rebirth from the autumn 
rain. Rediviva.

BITTERROOT — A FASCINATING GROWTH CYCLE
By Jane Strong

Sinticar, the month when the young 
eagles fly. Awrorevay, summer is 
coming and the song of the Solstice, the 
Awrorevay Kah Ho Tarameh Cheayeesh 
fills the night.
 And filling the days of summer are 
the scents and aromas of the summer 
sages. Known collectively as Kasili 
by the Tongva, the indigenous people 
of the Los Angeles Basin, two have 
special names. Salvia apiana is known 
as Pa.a.or and Salvia columbariae is 
known as Pashi.
 The leaves of all the Salvias 
(apiana, mellifera, leucophylla, and 
columbariae) were brewed into 
teas. Chia (S. columbariae) tea was 
brewed to relieve fever; Purple Sage 
(S. leucophylla) and Black Sage (S. 
mellifera) made mild teas for general 
drinks. White Sage (S. apiana) leaves 
were brewed for colds, throat and 
sinus clearing, and as a gargle for sore 
throats. 

 The seeds of S. mellifera and S. 
apiana were gathered, parched, and 
ground into mush or used to flavor 
meat, fowl, and fish. The seeds of Pashi 
(Chia) were dried and eaten to provide 
energy for runners taking messages 
from village to village. The seeds of all 

Purple Sage (S. leucophylla) 
© 1995 Saint Mary’s College of 
California

Black Sage (S. mellifera) 
© Gabi McLean

THE SUMMER SAGES: 
WHITE, BLACK, PURPLE, AND “CHIA”

 By Mark F. Acuña, Tongva Elder

 This article is about ancient usages of sages by the Tongva.  All sages 
contain a substance known as “thujone” which is dangerous to pregnant 
women and can trigger seizures in epileptics. Our ancestors were very careful 
in their mixtures and applications.
 Now California’s great wheel turns again. Spring comes to an end, and the 
great Summer Solstice Song will be sung by the Tongva on June 21. It is June, 

Bitterroot (Lewisia rediviva var. minor), surrounded by mat-forming Wright’s 
buckwheat (Eriogonum wrightii var. subscaposum), its nurse plant, which acts as a 
seed trap, © 2009 Graham Bothwell
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NATIVE PLANT GARDENING CORNER
By Barbara Eisenstein

 Native Plant Garden Writer and Consultant

 In this continuing series I share answers to questions 
that I receive about gardening with California native 
plants. If you have any questions or topics you would like 
covered, please email me at the address below.

Q. We get so little rain here that it seems like it is a 
desert. Do we live in a desert?
A. Our chapter of CNPS covers both the San Gabriel 
Valley and Mountains. This region and much of coastal 
California are defined by a unique mediterranean 
climate. Although we do not have high levels of annual 
precipitation, it is the pattern of rainfall that is so unusual. 
Nearly all of our rain, which averages 18 inches per year 
but is quite variable in time and space, comes during 
mild winter months. We share this climate – hot, dry 
summers, and cool, wet winters - with four other regions 
of the world. It comprises less than three percent of the 
world’s surface, but offers a high level of plant diversity.
 Returning to the question, there are two major 
differences that are important for gardeners to know 
when considering growing desert plants. First of all, we 
generally receive more annual precipitation, but more 
importantly, we get it in the winter. Desert plants can 
do very well in our climate, especially during times of 
low annual rainfall. Cold, wet, El Niño winters, when 
they occur, can be very difficult for these plants. This is 
especially true in gardens with heavy loam or clay soil 
that stays wet for long periods. A desert garden may 
thrive for many years in our mediterranean climate, only 
to rot out during El Niño.
 The second important difference between local 
deserts and scrubland areas is that deserts sometimes 
get heavy bursts of rain during the summer. Although 
there may be very little accumulation, desert plants are 
adapted to this condition and respond quickly to the rain, 
often with an outbreak of riotous flowers. Chaparral and 
scrub plants do not expect nor appreciate much summer 
rain. In fact some, like the notorious flannel bush 
(Fremontodendron californicum), can not accept any. I 
grow fragrant evening primrose (Oenothera caespitosa) 
in my garden in South 
Pasadena. Occurring 
in the Great Basin 
and Desert Provinces 
of eastern California, 
it requires very little 
water but responds to a 
summer soaking with a 
massive floral display. 
Since my garden has 
heavy loam soil, the 
plant typically lasts 
about three years before 
burning itself out.

 Fragrant evening primrose 
(Oenothera caespitosa)
© Barbara Eisenstein 

White Sage (S. apiana), © Gabi McLean

Chia (S. columbariae), flower on left, leaf on right
© Gabi McLean

four were also used in the making of Tuaht (pinole) cakes.
 Each of the sages also offered its own treasure. Pashi 
seeds were stirred in alkaline water to neutralize it. A single seed 
was placed into the eye to relieve eye irritation. If poison oak 
had entered the blood, a decoction of Pa.a.or (Salvia apiana) 
was drunk to help cleanse the blood. Pa.a.or offered many other 
medicinal usages. Kasili (Salvia mellifera) leaves were heated 
as a poultice and used for earaches. Branches of Kasili (Salvia 
leucophylla) were hung in homes to purify the air.
 The leaves of all the collective Kasili were added to native 
tobacco and smoked. And all the sages could be used for the 
ritual act of “smudging.” 
 S. mellifera and S. leucophylla are found on dry slopes and 
benches below 2,000 feet in Coastal Sage Scrub and Chaparral, 
and they bloom from April to July. S. apiana (Pa.a.or) is 
common on dry slopes below 5,000 feet in Coastal Sage Scrub, 
Chaparral and Yellow Pine Forests; and it blooms from April 
to July. Pashi is found below 4,000 feet and occasionally up to 
7,000 feet in Coastal Sage Scrub, Chaparral, and in Creosote 
Bush Scrub; and it blooms from March to June.
 All four of these sages were an integral part of the 
medicinal, spiritual, and culinary life of the Tongva. They offer an 
incredible aroma to the walker, who is blessed by their scents 
when he or she hikes our hills and chaparral. One breathes in 
their incredible aromas and knows, “This is California.”
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 Some of the plants that are found in 
desert washes make excellent garden 
specimens. Two trees in this category 
are palo verde (Parkinsonia florida) and 

desert willow 
(Chilopsis 
linearis). The 
palo verde’s 
striking 
yellow flowers 
appear in late 
spring, while 
the showy 
pink trumpet-
shaped 
flowers of the 
desert willow 
grace the 
garden in mid 
summer.

 Indian mallow 
(Abutilon palmeri) 
is a delightful shrub 
from the southern 
reaches of the 
state that has 
fuzzy, gray leaves 
with flowers the 
color of the soft 
drink Tang®. It 
blooms profusely 
throughout 
the spring and 
intermittently all 
year long. 

 Desert mallow (Sphaeralcea ambigua) 
is a subshrub with long flowering stems. 
In the wild the flowers are typically apricot-
colored, but the cultivar Louis Hamilton 
has cherry red blossoms. This plant 
flowers in the spring and can be cut back 
after it blooms. Both the desert and Indian 
mallows will reseed in the garden.

 And finally, I would be remiss if I didn’t mention at least one desert 
bunch grass. Alkali sacaton (Sporobolus airoides) is a warm-season 
grass that looks similar to deergrass (Muhlenbergia rigens) except 
that it has an airy, delicate inflorescence.

 There are many 
other desert plants well 
suited to our gardens.  
Consult the California 
Classics Plant List on 
the Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden website 
(www.rsabg.org) for more 
suggestions.  

Desert Museum palo verde (Parkinsonia ‘Desert Museum’) 
Cultivar Garden at RSABG, © Barbara Eisenstein

Q. Are there any desert plants, other than cactus, that can be grown in my garden and what do I need to do to keep 
them healthy?
A. Beginning with the second part of the question first, desert plants will do better if you have well-drained soil. 
Amending soil is a tricky business that we don’t recommend. If you have heavy soil, consider using desert plants 
in containers and sticking to plants that are adapted to your soil type. Be sure to provide very little additional water, 
only several times each year. Do not amend, fertilize or enrich the soil. If you are going to mulch your garden, use 
inorganic material such as decomposed granite, gravel, pebbles, or rocks.

Louis Hamilton desert mallow 
(Sphaeralcea ambigua ‘Louis Hamilton’) 
Cultivar Garden at RSABG
© Barbara Eisenstein

Regal desert willow 
(Chilopsis linearis ‘Regal’)
Cultivar Garden at RSABG
© Barbara Eisenstein

 Barbara Eisenstein is a native plant garden writer, speaker, and consultant. She gained experience running the 
Garden Hotline as Horticulture Outreach Coordinator at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden. You can find more of 
her writing on her native plant garden blog: http://www.wildsuburbia.blogspot.com/. Email her with questions and 
suggestions at barbara.eisenstein@gmail.com.

Indian Mallow 
(Abutilon Palmeri)
Author’s garden
© Barbara Eisenstein
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WE’RE 25 YEARS OLD!
 Jane Strong started reading the archive of our 
chapter newsletters (available at http://cnps-sgm.org/
newsletters.html), and discovered that this is the 25th 
anniversary of the founding of our chapter.

FIELD TRIPS THEN AND NOW
By Jane Strong

Twenty-five Years Ago 
 This is a reprint of the report of the second field trip the 
new chapter held. It was published in the October 1984 
issue of The Paintbrush.

“On the Trail Again! The San Gabriel Mountains 
Chapter sponsored its second hike, this time through 
beautiful Cooper Canyon and up Buckhorn Trail. A group 
of 22 persons from the SMMtns. and SGMtns. Chapters met 
at 9 a.m. and, after an “isolated” thundershower of about 
5 minutes (I think it was confined just to the parking lot 
where we were standing), we started down the long, slow 
grade into Cooper Canyon. Not only were we able to find 
many plants in bloom, sightings of seldom-seen birds, as 
well as a brilliantly-hued kingsnake, were made. Wending 
our way down the trail, we stopped for lunch at the group 
campground that once was known as “Squaw Camp.” 
The trail took us from there to the junction of Burkhart, 
Rattlesnake, and Cooper Canyon Trails in a shady, riparian 
setting under centuries-old Jeffrey and Ponderosa Pines. 
After viewing some native fish in a tributary of Little Rock 
Creek, we climbed Burkhart Trail up above the canyon 
walls back to Buckhorn Campground, where a car shuttle 
was waiting to convey some tired, but happy, hikers back 
to their point of origin a mile and a half up the road. 
Everyone of every age and degree of hiking skill found 
this introduction to the montane coniferous forests of the 
San Gabriels most enjoyable. More such hikes are in the 
planning stages now.”

 I have many fond memories of these trips through the 
years. I wish to thank those earlier field trip leaders, Horace 
Rei Birgh, Harry Spilman, Mickey Long, and Rick Fisher 
for sharing their energy, enthusiasm, and expertise. They 
started me on this great outdoor odyssey of exploring the 
San Gabriel Mountains.

Field Trips Now
 “My feelings about field trips in general are mixed. The 
pleasures and benefits are obvious, but the downsides many: 
trudging up hills; crossing creeks on slimy rocks; trekking 
long distances; schlepping heavy equipment; getting 
hot, sweaty and dirty; and answering nature’s calls under 
daunting circumstances.” 
From Adventures of a Couch Potato: Irvine Ranch Auto 
Tour by Joan Hampton http://www.occnps.org/

 Yes, field trips used to be this way, but we’ve tried to 
make them more user friendly:

1. There are restrooms nearby at the starting points.
2. We follow well-used fire roads or trails or car-hop.
3. We are in the cooler, higher mountains during summer 

and early fall.
4. Trekking distances are usually never more than one-half 

mile.
 One of the big changes in field trips has been that more 
and more people are taking photos using the digital camera 
and we have slowed down a bit to accomodate them. (Of 
course, being 25 years older and somewhat more than 25 
pounds heavier has slowed me down a bit as well!)
 We, in the SGM Chapter, are fortunate to have some 
of the very best, most active, and most productive amateur 
field botanists in southern California to come along on our 
outings. These include Bob Muns (plant lists, plant ID), 
Tom Chester (trail guides, plant ID), Michael Charters (field 
trip galleries, photography), Mickey Long (rare plants, plant 
ID), Cynthia Guthrie (traditional uses of plants), Frank 
Acuña, (writer, traditional uses) and Cliff and Gabi McLean 
(CDs, plant ID, and photography). You will never be without 
a personable resource to help you discover our world close 
by. 
 A worldwide traveler and photographer once said to me 
on a trip to see butterflies and blooms along the Angeles 
Crest Highway that he had no idea that any of this world 
was up here. Now, since that trip, he concentrates on the 
wonderful world of living things in these mountains.
 Come and see for yourself!

Mill Creek Summit and Mt. Gleason Field Trip Report, 
May 2, 2009 
 Great start to the season ... misting overnight, but 
cleared up ... weather perfect ... soft sunshine opened up 
the flowers ... gilias, lupines, blazing stars. Twenty-one 
people showed up ... eventually.  We examined closely the 
San Gabriel Mountains endemics: San Gabriel manzanita, 
San Gabriel Mtns. leather oak, Johnston’s interior bush 
lupine and the Mt. Gleason paintbrush, our chapter logo.
 Plus, those of us who continued on afterwards to 
the top of Mt. Gleason, 6,502 feet, saw a bald eagle. In 
Cliff’s words: “While botanizing on a CNPS field trip near 
the top of Mt Gleason, Saturday, I spotted an adult bald 
eagle soaring fairly close and at our level. We watched 
as it rose higher and higher, tracked closely by a raven. 
We eventually lost it in the sun. A magnificent bird - my 
first in the San Gabriels. While on Mt Gleason, I also got 
a life bird. A pair (male and female) of red crossbills were 
working the ponderosa pine cones, in the trees and on the 
ground. We native plant enthusiasts take time to watch the 
birds, too.”
 Michael Charters has published online a beautiful 
photo gallery of this trip:
http://www.calflora.net/recentfieldtrips/millcreeksummit09.html

Mountain Plant Walks Schedule
 The report reprinted at the beginning of this article 
concluded with this line: “More such hikes are in the 
planning stages now.” Here they are:
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1. Mill Creek Summit and Mt. Gleason, Saturday, May 2,  
Please see report on page 6.

2. Lightning Ridge, Saturday, June 6. Completed.
3. Buckhorn Springs, Saturday, July 11, 10:00 am
 We will walk along a rutted fire road to the spring that 
is the source of the creek that runs through Buckhorn. On 
the way, we will see plants that grow in mountain springs, 
the montane coniferous forest, ruins of a ski resort, and 
possibly a bighorn sheep or two. Meet at the end of the 
exit road from Buckhorn Campground on Highway 2, mile 
marker 59.05.
4. Snow Melt Gullies from Islip Saddle to Vincent Gap, 

Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am
 We will drive to shaded gullies where the snow lingers 
longest and see many red flowers such as columbine, 
penstemon, and two kinds of paintbrush, and, perhaps, 
hummingbirds in migration. Meet at the Islip Saddle parking 
lot on Highway 2, mile marker 64.10.
5. East Table Mt. Road, 4N21, Saturday, September 5, 

10:00 am
 We will walk the forest road, seeing a very different sort 
of vegetation, some limestone plants, and late bloomers on 
the other side of the San Andreas Fault. The seedpods are 
fascinating. Meet at the wide spot at the junction of 4N21 
and the road to Table Mt.
 Please see the May-August 2009 issue of The 
Paintbrush or visit the website at http://www.cnps-sgm.org/
events.html#outings for directions and further information.

AND COMING IN MID-SEPTEMBER, we will join in this 
Orange County CNPS-sponsored plant walk:
Bolsa Chica: Drowning in Salt: Common Plants and Algae 
of Bolsa Chica Wetlands
Saturday, September 19, 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm; 
Leader: Trude Hurd
What do salt, a floating nest, endangered species, and 
halophytes have in common? Marine biologist Trude Hurd 
will share with you the ecology of the salt-tolerant plants 
of this popular Orange County coastal wetland. We will 
walk along the footbridge and 1.5 mile loop trail to examine 
common plants and algae in addition to learning their 
important role in the wetland ecosystem and the animals 
that depend upon them. There will be time for discovery, 
field sketching, and sharing with friends. 
More information at http://www.occnps.org/.

BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT RANCHO SANTA ANA BOTANIC GARDEN 
 We’ve scheduled two tours that will offer a look at the 
collections behind the scenes that support the research 
and conservation departments of the Garden.
1. Saturday, August 15, 10:00 am to noon: for those 

visitors who have weekday jobs. Many Garden staff 
may not be available on Saturday, so this tour may be 
more limited in scope and will emphasize the herbarium 
collections.

2. Thursday, August 27, 1:30-3:30 pm: for those visitors 
who can come on a weekday. Most Garden staff will be 
available, so this tour will be more comprehensive.

RSVP by email: newsletter@cnps-sgm.org. Tell which 
date.

Address: 1500 N. College Ave., Claremont, CA 91711.
We’ll meet at the Gift Shop. Our hostess is Sula 
Vanderplank, Herbarium Collections Manager. 
 The tour will start in the herbarium, which includes 
more than 1.1 million native plant specimens from around 
the world and has the best representation for southern 
California. The tour will then move to the botanical library 
and archives, which include numerous plant journals and 
the archival collection notes of many notable California 
botanists. The tour will end in the Seed Conservation 
Program, which preserves many of our California rare 
plants for long-term storage in freezers. Leave time to 
wander this unique garden and visit its gift/book shop.
 Note: The RSABG, like many organizations, is suffering 
from the financial crisis and has had to introduce entrance 
fees. The fee for group tours is $9.00/person. We hope the 
fee will not discourage you from attending.

EATON CANYON PLANT WALK
Sunday, Sep. 13, 9:00 am, Leader, Eva Morgan
 We meet at the flag pole in front of the Eaton Canyon 
Nature Center, then go on a leisurely walk (about 2 hours) 
through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center 
and into the nearby wild areas. The walk is different 
each time — what’s leafing out, flowering, in seed, etc. 
determines what your leader will talk about — and different 
leaders bring different points of view. 

 GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, September 24, 7:00/7:30 pm  
Speaker: Rebecca Latta, Senior Arborist with SWCA Con-
sultants, South Pasadena
Topic: Oaks of Los Angeles County, Identification and 
Associated Species. Rebecca will present photographs 
and samples of the 16 species of oaks found in Los Ange-
les County, and will discuss key identification characteris-
tics of the trees, common plant and animal associations, 
and information about where the species may be found in 
Los Angeles County.
  We meet at Eaton Canyon Nature Center: Come at 
7:00 pm for informal plant identification and a social half-
hour. The program begins at 7:30 pm.

BOARD MEETING
Thursday, Sep. 3, 7:30 pm
 We meet at the Eaton Canyon Nature Center. Even if 
you’re not a board member, come and give your views. 

PLANT SCIENCE TRAINING WORKSHOPS
• Wed-Fri, Aug 12-14: Vegetation Rapid Assessment

Location: Donner Summit
• Tue-Thu, Sep 15-17: Introduction to the second 

edition of A Manual of California Vegetation
Location: 3-day transect across the central Sierra Nevada

• Tue-Thu, Sep 29-Oct 1: Exploring the clandestine 
flora of early fall in the eastern Mojave Desert
Location: UC Granite Mountains Desert Research Center

These workshops are sponsored by the state CNPS.
More information at http://www.cnps.org/cnps/education/
workshops/index.php
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

San Gabriel Mountains Chapter
1750 North Altadena Drive
Pasadena, California  91107-1046

Instead of using the form on the left, 
consider joining or renewing your CNPS 

membership online with a credit card. 
 Go to http;//cnps.org, click on  “Join CNPS” in 
the right column, then fill out the form, and pay with 
a credit card.
 As an option you can set it up to renew auto-
matically year after year. 
 It is quick, easy, convenient, and reduces the 
cost of mailing renewal notices.
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