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THE PAINTBRUSH
May-August 2009

San Gabriel Mountains Chapter 
California Native Plant Society 

  Websites:  http://cnps-sgm.org
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CALENDAR

Everyone, member & nonmember, is welcome at all activities.
May                                                                                 Page
Saturday, May 2, 10:00 am

Mtn. Plant Walk #1, Mill Creek Summit ...................... 2
Tue-Wed, May 5-6, Plant Science Training workshop

Location: Fort Ord, Monterey ..................................... 7
Thursday, May 7, 7:30 pm

Board Meeting ............................................................ 7
Sunday, May 10, 9:00 am

Eaton Canyon Plant Walk............................................. 7
Thursday, May 28, 7:00 pm-social/7:30 pm-meeting

General Meeting, Cactus, Agaves, more.................... 7
Fri-Sun, May 29-31, Plant Science Training workshop

Location: San Luis Obispo and coastal locations ....... 7
June                                                                                        
Saturday, June 6, 10:00 am

Mtn. Plant Walk #2, Lightning Ridge .......................... 3
Wed-Fri, June 10-12 Plant Science Training workshop

Location: Transect Across Central Sierra Nevada...... 7
Sunday, June 14, 9:00 am ........................................................

Eaton Canyon Plant Walk............................................. 7
Tue-Fri, June 23-26 Plant Science Training workshop

Location: The American River .................................... 7
Thursday, June 25, 7:00 pm-social/7:30 pm-meeting

General Meeting, Oak Woodlands of L.A. County ......... 7                
July                                                                                          

Saturday, July 11 (second Saturday), 10:00 am
Mtn. Plant Walk #3, Buckhorn Springs....................... 3

August                                                                                    
Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am

Mtn. Plant Walk #4, Hwy 2 Snow melt gullies  .......... 3
Wed-Fri, Aug 12-14, Plant Science Training workshop

Location: Donner Summit ........................................... 7
Saturday, August 15, 10:00 am-noon

Field Trip, Behind the Scenes at RSABG ................... 1
Thursday, August 27, 1:30-3:30 pm

Field Trip, Behind the Scenes at RSABG ................... 1
September (Preview)                                                            
Thursday, September 3, 7:30 pm

Board Meeting ............................................................ 7
Saturday, September 5, 10:00 am

Mtn. Plant Walk #5, East Table Mt. Road ................... 3
Sunday, September 13, 9:00 am

Eaton Canyon Plant Walk............................................. 7               
Thursday, Sep. 24, 7:00 pm-social/7:30 pm-meeting 

General Meeting, Program to be announced ............. 7

BEHIND THE SCENES 
AT RANCHO SANTA ANA BOTANIC GARDEN

We’ve scheduled two tours that will offer a look at the 
collections behind the scenes that support the research 
and conservation departments of the Garden.
• Saturday, August 15, 10:00 am to noon – for those 

visitors who have weekday jobs. However, many Garden 
staff will not be available on Saturday, so this tour 
may be more limited in scope and will emphasize the 
herbarium collections.

• Thursday, August 27, 1:30-3:30 pm – for those visitors 
who can come on a weekday. Most Garden staff will be 
available.

The address is 1500 N. College Ave., Claremont, CA 
91711, and the website is www.rsabg.org. 

We’d like an estimate of the number of attendees. If 
you plan to attend, please email us at newsletter@cnps-
sgm.org and tell us which date and the number in your group. 

We’ll meet at the Gift Shop. Our hostess will be Sula 
Vanderplank, Herbarium Collections Manager. Many will 
remember her from the talk she gave to our chapter in 
January entitled  Plant tales from San Martin Island and the 
Bay of San Quintin (in Baja California).

The tour will start in the herbarium, which includes 
more than 1.1 million native plant specimens from around 
the world. Although it’s the third largest in California, 
it’s actively collecting specimens and has the best 
representation for southern California. As part of a new 
project, the herbarium is creating high resolution scans of 
its specimens that will be made available on the internet in 
the future.

The tour will then move to the botanical library and 
archives, which include numerous plant journals and 
the archival collection notes of many notable California 
botanists. The library is also involved in a project to scan 
the slides of RSABG staff for long-term preservation.

The tour will end in the Seed Conservation Program, 
which preserves many of our California rare plants for long-
term storage in freezers.  Seeds are grown for germination 
trials and may contribute to the living collection on the 
grounds as appropriate.

Leave enough time on your visit to wander this unique 
garden on your own and visit its gift/book shop.

A final note: The RSABG, like many organizations, is 
suffering financially from the world financial crisis and has 
had to introduce entrance fees. The fee for the group tours 
is $9.00/person. We hope that CNPS members recognize 
the need to support the Garden and Herbarium and that 
the $9.00 fee will not discourage them from attending. 
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Mountain Plant Walks: Angeles High Country
First Saturday May-Sep. 2009 (2nd Saturday in July)

 This series of five plant walks, led by Jane Strong, 
will visit a range of different areas as the seasonal bloom 
progresses through the mountains. The primary purposes 
are:
• To appreciate the beauty and seasonality of our local 

mountain flora
• To search for rarities (those CNPS-listed and Angeles 

National Forest sensitive plants) with limited distribution 
due to small areas of suitable habitat

• To have trips accessible to everyone — there is no walk 
more than a mile — all except one are on wide fire roads 
or are car tours; easy pace.

 The routes shown in the above map were suggested 
by Jane Strong based on her long experience traveling to 
the destinations. The routes for walks 2 and 5 using the 210 
Freeway avoid the many curves on Angeles Crest Highway; 
however, some may prefer to use Angeles Crest Highway 
as an alternative route for these two walks. The starting 
points (Angeles Crest Highway at the Foothill Freeway 
in La Cañada  and the Eaton Canyon Nature Center) are 
arbitrary choices made for the purpose of creating the map, 
determing distances, and estimating drive times. 

Must haves: 
• A  full  tank of gasoline (you will be far from the nearest 

gas station); your own choice of food and water; warm 
clothing; a sense of wonder. 

• You will also need a USDA Forest Service Adventure 
Pass, except for the walk on June 6, which is National 
Trails Day, when these federally administered lands are 
open to the public free of charge. Among the places 

where the Forest Service says you can purchase 
Adventure passes are these Pasadena stores:  Outward 
Bound Adventures, 2020 Lincoln Ave; Pasadena Cyclery, 
1670 E. Walnut Street; Big 5, 3719 E. Colorado Blvd.; 
Turner’s Outdoorsman, 835 S. Arroyo Parkway.

More Information: 
• Visit the events page on our website at 

http://cnps-sgm.org/events, and scroll down the page to 
the Mountain Plant Walks area. There you’ll find links to 
maps, plant lists, and more information.

• See the article in this issue  entitled, “The 2007-2008 
Chilao Mountain Walks,” which likely will induce you to 
participate in this year’s walks. 

• Contact Jane Strong with your questions. 
Email: zelicaon@yahoo.com

The Plant Walks
Walk 1. Saturday, May 2, 10:00 am, Mill Creek Summit 
and Mt. Gleason Road

We will walk the interpretive nature trail at Mill Creek 
Summit looking for the endemic manzanita, and then drive 
along Mt. Gleason Road searching for our chapter logo, the 
Mt. Gleason paintbrush, as far as the former Nike missile 
site. 
Elevation at Mill Creek: 4,910 feet
Driving directions from La Cañada Flintridge (23.9 miles, 
about 42 minutes):
a. Start at about 9:15 am on Angeles Crest Highway at the 

Foothill Freeway in La Cañada.
b. Head north on Angeles Crest Hwy (CA-2). Go 9.2 mi.

Suggested Routes to the Meeting Sites for the Mountain Plant Walks
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c. Turn left at Angeles Forest Hwy. Go 14.7 mi.
d. Meet at 10:00 am at Mill Creek Summit, a junction on 

Angeles Forest Highway where the highway intersects 
with Mt. Gleason Road on one side and Forest Road 
3N17 on the other side.

For maps and other information:
 Visit http://cnps-sgm.org/mpw2009-01.html

Walk 2. Saturday, June 6, 10:00 am, Lightning Ridge
 We will walk the interpretive nature trail to see the great 
variety of lovely late-spring wildflowers here. 
Elevation: 7,360 feet 
 For this walk, you do not need a USDA Forest Service 
Adventure Pass as June 6 is National Trails Day.
Driving directions, via Wrightwood (72.2 miles - about 1 
hour 25 minutes):
a.  Start at about 8:35 am at the Eaton Canyon Nature 

Center. 
b. Take the I-210 freeway east from Pasadena to the I-15. 

Go 36.5 mi.
c. Take the I-15 north to the US-138. Go 16.4 mi.
d. Take the US-138/CA-138 west to Angeles Crest Hwy 

(CA-2). Go 6.9 mi.
e. Take CA-2 west to Wrightwood (5 mi.), and continue on 

CA-2 beyond Wrightwood and Big Pines (about 4.5 mi.) 
to Inspiration Point (at the junction with the Blue Ridge 
Truck Trail). 

f. Meet at 10:00 am at the Inspiration Point Parking Lot on 
CA-2, mile marker 78.10. 

 Alternatively, some may wish to drive the Angeles 
Crest Highway all the way from La Cañada Flintridge (53.4 
miles), although this road has many curves (approximately 
230).
For maps and other information: 
 Visit http://cnps-sgm.org/mpw2009-02.html

Walk 3. Saturday, July 11, 10:00 am, (the SECOND 
Saturday), Buckhorn Springs
 We will walk along a rutted fire road to the spring that is 
the source of the creek that runs through Buckhorn. On the 
way, we will see a coniferous forest, ruins of a ski resort, 
and possibly a bighorn sheep or two. 
Elevation: 6,300 feet.
Driving directions from La Cañada Flintridge (34 miles, 
about 41 minutes):
a. Start at about 9:15 am on Angeles Crest Highway at the 

Foothill Freeway in La Cañada.
b. Head north on Angeles Crest Highway (CA-2). Go 34 mi.
c. Meet at 10:00 am at the end of the exit road from 

Buckhorn Campground on CA-2, mile marker 59.05.
For maps and other information:
 Visit http://cnps-sgm.org/mpw2009-03.html

Walk 4. Saturday, August 1, 10:00 am, Snow melt 
gullies along Highway 2, from Islip Saddle to Vincent 
Gap (10 miles)
 We will drive to shaded gullies where the snow lingers 
longest and see many red flowers such as columbine, 

penstemon, and two kinds of paintbrush. Rare plants 
we might see: woolly mountain-parsley, southern alpine 
buckwheat, silky lupine, Peirson’s lupine, Tehachapi 
ragwort. (NOTE: If the road is closed, the alternative walk 
will be down Highway 39, beginning at Islip Saddle parking 
lot.)
Elevation at Islip, 6,593 feet; at the high point at Dawson 
Saddle, 7,901 feet; and at Vincent Gap, 6,565 feet. 
Driving directions from La Cañada Flintridge (39.5 miles,  
about 47 minutes):
a. Start at about 9:10 am on Angeles Crest Highway at the 

Foothill Freeway in La Cañada.
b. Head north on Angeles Crest Highway (CA-2). Go 39.5 

mi.
c. Meet at 10:00 am at the Islip Saddle parking lot on 

highway 2, mile marker 64.10.
For maps and other information

Visit http://cnps-sgm.org/mpw2009-04.html

Walk 5. Saturday, September 5, 10:00 am, East Table 
Mountain Road

We will walk the forest road, seeing a very different sort 
of vegetation, some limestone plants and late bloomers 
on the other side of the San Andreas Fault. The seedpods 
are fascinating. Rare plants we might see: crested milk-
vetch, Big Bear Valley woollypod, Johnston’s buckwheat, 
Johnston’s bedstraw, interior bush lupine, pine green-
gentian.
Elevation: Approximately 7,500 feet.
Driving directions, via Wrightwood: (70.3 miles, about 1 
hour 21 minutes):
a. Start at about 8:35 am at the Eaton Canyon Nature 

Center. 
b. Take the I-210 freeway east from Pasadena to the I-15. 

Go 36.5 mi.
c. Take the I-15 north to the CA-138/US-138. Go 16.4 mi.
d. Take the CA-138/US-138 west to Angeles Crest Highway 

(CA-2). Go 6.9 mi.
e. Take CA-2 west to Wrightwood (5 mi.) and continue on 

CA-2 beyond Wrightwood (about 3.8 mi.) to a junction 
with Table Mountain Road and Big Pines Highway north 
of the Big PInes Ranger Station. 

f. Take Table Mountain Road to the junction with 4N21 
Motorway just past McClellan Flats. Go about 1/2 mi.

g. Meet at 10:00 am at the wide space on the right.
Alternatively, some may wish to drive the Angeles Crest 

Highway all the way from La Cañada Flintridge, 55.3 miles, 
although this road has many curves.
For maps and other information:

Visit http://cnps-sgm.org/mpw2009-05.html

Cathy Benham
Michael Cady
Todd Cranston-Cuebas
April Garbat
Laramee Haynes

Kathleen Linowski
Sally Miller
Ilsa Setziol
Janet Simms

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS
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Beaked Penstemon (Penstemon 
rostriflorus)  © Graham Bothwell

Southern Monardella (Monardella 
australis)  © Graham Bothwell

Palmer’s Mariposa Lily 
(Calochortus palmeri)  
© Graham Bothwell

Mt. Gleason Paintbrush (Castilleja 
gleasonii)  © Graham Bothwell

Johnston’s Monkeyflower 
(Mimulus johnstonii)  
© Graham Bothwell

THE 2007-2008 CHILAO MOUNTAIN WALKS
by Graham Bothwell

Beginning in October 2007 our CNPS Chapter enjoyed a year of monthly 
“Chilao Mountain Walks” led by Jane Strong and co-sponsored by our Chapter 
and the San Gabriel Mountains Heritage Association (http://sgmha.org/). 
Participants assembled on a Saturday morning at the Chilao Visitor Center’s 
parking lot and drove from there to the monthly area of interest. (Alas, the Visitor 
Center itself is no longer operating.) While various commitments prevented me 
from attending most of the walks, I was able to take part in the final three, in June, 
July, and August 2008. 

What a marvelous education these outings were. They were not long 
endurance-walks, but rather opportunities to examine particular locations in detail. 
There are many different habitats in the area, and they generally look their best 
at different times of year, depending especially on elevation. The three walks 
I attended on successive months were at progressively increasing elevation, 
roughly at 5,000 then 6,000 then 7,000 feet. 

The June walk was through the Chilao Flats area, which is easy to access 
along the roads around the Chilao Visitor Center and the Chilao Campground. 
There was a profusion of plants in flower, including some I’d not seen before, 
such as Palmer’s Mariposa Lily (Calochortus palmeri). 

In July we drove a few miles along the highway beyond the Visitor Center 
and then turned down the Santa Clara Divide Road, stopping to look around 
in multiple places, such as Bandido Campground, Horse Flats, and the Mt. 
Hillyer Trail. Especially notable during this outing, at least for me, were the many 
examples of the Mt. Gleason Paintbrush (Castilleja gleasonii), which is our 
chapter logo. The late Pat Brame’s drawing always appears on the front of this 
newsletter. 

August took us to higher elevations along the Angeles Crest Highway. We 
drove all the way to Islip Saddle, stopping numerous times. It was a hot day, 
but there was much to be seen. In places, the Beaked Penstemon (Penstemon 
rostriflorus) adorned the mountainside in profusion. Along the edge of the 
highway, Johnston’s Monkeyflower (Mimulus johnstonii) was common, and the 
road cuts were adorned with California Fuchsia (Epilobium canum), Parish’s 
Catchfly (Silene parishii), and Southern Monardella (Monardella australis), to 
name just a few of the more obvious. In a damp area we even saw the Scarlet 
Monkeyflower (Mimulus cardinalis). 

The September walk, the final one in this series, was to be at the highest 
elevations accessible along the Angeles Crest Highway but was cancelled 
because that section of the highway remains closed for reconstruction following 
storm damage a year ago. 

For me these outings were eye-openers to the San Gabriel Mountains flora, 
in the sense that, while I’ve always enjoyed hiking in the mountains, now there 
was the benefit of Jane’s detailed knowledge to reveal so much more than I 
had observed previously. There is much of interest, for example, in the multiple 
species of buckwheat, usually so easy to pass by, and the many tiny, colorful 
things that one would otherwise ignore. 

We are most grateful for Jane’s generosity in planning and leading such 
a broad series of walks, covering all the seasons over a year and sharing her 
enthusiasm. Attendance at the walks varied from about a dozen people on one 
occasion, down to just four at the other extreme. The latter just made for a more 
intense experience in exploring the rich flora of this very interesting mountain 
area. 
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NATIVE PLANT GARDENING CORNER
By Barbara Eisenstein,

Native Plant Garden Writer and Consultant
In this continuing series I share answers to questions 

that I receive about gardening with California native 
plants. 

Q.  My city requires that all parkway plants be less than 
12 inches in height. Are there any low-growing, native 
plants that would do well in this space?

A.  In the last issue of The Paintbrush I started a 
practice of suggesting some native plants that make 
outstanding garden dwellers. I would like to follow up 
with another list, this time of plants that are low-growing. 
The above question was actually posed by me. In early 
April I received a citation from the city for my wild, native 
plant, parkway garden – between the sidewalk and the 
street. 

Apparently city code requires that plants in the 
parkway be either grass (lawn) or other ground cover 
plants no higher than 12 inches. There are, in fact, quite 
a few nice, low-growing, herbaceous perennials. Here is 
a list of five sun-loving, low-growers.
1. San Bruno Mountain 

golden aster (Heterotheca 
sessiliflora ssp. bolanderi 
‘San Bruno Mountain’) is 
a low-mounding perennial 
with cheerful yellow flowers 
from spring to fall. You can 
remove spent flowers or 
leave them for the birds. 
Once established, the plant 
can be cut back hard in late 
fall.

2. David’s Choice sandhill sagebrush (Artemisia 
pycnocephala 
‘David’s 
Choice’) 
is another 
outstanding 
garden 
performer, 
with a low, 
hemispheric 
form and silvery 
gray leaves. 
Clip its flowers 
and pinch back 
long stems to 
foster dense, tight growth.

3. The next one I suggest with a word of caution. Point 
St. George aster (Aster chilensis ‘Point St. George’) 
is an aggressive spreader that can be hard to control 

THE MINERS ATE IT AS “LETTUCE” 
THE TONGVA ATE IT AS 

PALSINGAT OR PALSINGI
By Mark F. Acuña

 The sky world has turned again, and the plant 
people are giving us a changing flora. The Tongva, 
the indigenous people of the Los Angeles Basin, 
sang their spring equinox songs and celebrated the 
day and night of equal length. We are in the time of 
spring, Hahahmopahko Ohrohreveh. April, T.S. Eliot’s 
“cruelest month,” known as Alasoguil by the Tongva, the 
“green grass time,” spreads a grand table of foods and 
medicinals.

 Deep in the Oak Woodlands, Tongva women 
have been finding Palsingat in shaded, moist areas. 
In February, the first blossoms of Claytonia perfoliata, 
Miner’s Lettuce, began to blossom and will continue 
into May. When these miniscule plants finished their 
blossoming, the women moved higher into the dry ridges 
at around 8000 feet. Climbing into the upper forests, 
they would find Claytonia lanceolata, which would 
offer blossoms into June. Only the strongest and most 
versatile would climb to find these tiny plants. What did 
they offer to the village and the Tongva family?
 First was food. The tiny black seeds were edible 
and were mixed with other flower seeds to make Tuaht. 
Pounded into small cakes and mixing the seed oils, 
the cakes were a source of vitamin C. The leaves were 
picked in spring before the flowers appeared and were 
eaten raw or cooked. Even the tiny roots could be eaten 
raw or roasted.
 Leaves and stems were placed at the entrance of 
red ant holes. The ants, ahn.naht, became irritated and 
deposited their formic acid on the leaves and stems. 
Then the ants were shaken off leaving the vinegary 
flavoring which the Tongva enjoyed. 
 Medicinally, Palsingat juice of the stems was used as 
a mild wash for sore eyes. An infusion of the leaves and 
stems was brewed for sore throats, and a poultice of the 
leaves and stems was used for rheumatic pains. 
 So as we walk our favorite woodland areas, keep an 
eye out for Palsingat, the tiny Miner’s lettuce.

Miner’s Lettuce (Claytonia perfoliata) © Gabi McLean

Golden Aster (Heterotheca 
sessiflora) © Gabi McLean

Beach Wormwood (Artemisia pycnocephala)
© 2005 George W. Hartwell
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small mounding bunch grass with very narrow leaf 
blades. Muse Meadow, Stony Creek and Warren Peak 
are selections that do well in gardens. Color varies 
from green to blue.

3. Santa Catalina live forever (Dudleya hassei) is a 
clumping succulent with grayish leaves. It accepts full 
sun to part shade, but prefers good drainage. Summer 
water in gardens with heavy soil can rot out these 
plants. They form a nice ground cover at Rancho in 
both the mesa area (heavy, clay soil) and the well-
drained alluvial soils.

4. Coral bells (Heuchera species and cultivars) are 
among the most popular 
California native garden 
plants. These clumping 
evergreen perennials 
with small to medium-
sized, scalloped leaves 
get their name from the 
dainty bell-like flowers, 
mostly pink in color, 
though some selections 
are red or white. Wendy 
is a Rancho Santa 
Ana Botanic Garden 
introduction with many 
stalks of showy, pink flowers.

5. Blue-eyed grass (Sisyrinchium bellum and cultivars) 
is actually a member of the 
Iris Family that is common 
throughout much of California 
in moist, woodland and grassy 
areas. It prefers good-drainage 
but will accept heavier soils 
if it is not kept overly moist in 
the summer. Its delightful blue 
flowers among the grass-like 
leaves make this a charming 
garden specimen. Cultivars 
have been selected with low, 
dense forms and large blue, 
purple or white flowers.

So you can see that even with strict city planting 
ordinances, you can go ahead with a native parkway 
garden. There is a longer list of parkway prospects on 
my blog, http://www.wildsuburbia.blogspot.com. If you 
have any to add or simply have questions about native 
plant gardening, please email me at barbara.eisenstein
@gmail.com.

Barbara Eisenstein was formerly Horticulture 
Outreach Coordinator at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden (RSABG) and is now a Native Plant Garden 
Writer and Consultant. You can find more of her writing 
on native plant gardening on the RSABG web site at 
http://www.rsabg.org.

once it gets a foot hold. I use it in my parkway near the 
city’s magnolia trees. This is an area where nothing 
else will grow. Point St. George forms a dense, 
spreading ground cover with lavender/pink aster-like 
flowers from late spring through summer. It does not 
look its best in winter.

4. All of the above plants come from coastal areas,  
though they are 
accepting of more 
inland conditions. 
Fragrant evening 
primrose (Oenothera 
caespitosa) is a low 
growing, spreading 
desert plant that was a 
welcome introduction to 
my parkway. The plant 
responds to occasional 
summer water with a 
burst of white to soft-
pink, showy, fragrant 
flowers. It did well for 
two years in my loamy 
soil, but prefers heat 
and well-drained soil. 
I liked it so much that I 
have bought another to 
set out again.

5. Although Yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium) can produce 
a flowering stalk nearly 
3 feet in height, this soft, 
herbaceous perennial can 
be mowed or cut back to 
meet city code. Island Pink 
and Rosea both spread and 
produce showy pink flower 
clusters. Mow this adaptable 
ground cover after it blooms, 
or leave the flowers for the 
birds – if your city will allow 
it.

 Parkways often house shallow-rooted, city-chosen 
street trees. These spaces are especially difficult to deal 
with. Use mulch directly beneath the trees, but further 
down the strip consider planting the following ground 
covers that are adapted to part-shade.
1. Woodland strawberry (Fragaria vesca ssp. californica) 

spreads with creeping stolons that root at the nodes. 
It enjoys organic soil and shade and some summer 
water. You will be rewarded with small white flowers 
and delicious, tiny strawberries. Unfortunately, you 
may want to leave these for the birds if your parkway 
is used by neighborhood dogs the way mine is.

2. Idaho fescue (Festuca idahoensis) is an excellent, 

Elegant Coral Bells 
(Heuchera elegans) 
© Gabi McLeanFragrant evening primrose 

(Oenothera caespitosa) 
© Barbara Eisenstein

Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) 
© Gabi McLean

B
lue-eyed G

rass 
(Sisyrinchium

 bellum
) 

©
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cLean
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GENERAL MEETINGS
Our General meetings are held on the fourth Thursday at Eaton 
Canyon Nature Center: Come at 7:00 pm for informal plant iden-
tification and a social half-hour. The program begins at 7:30 pm.
Thursday, May 28, 7:00/7:30 pm                                        
Topic: Cacti, Agaves, and Yuccas of California and Nevada 
Stephen Ingram’s multimedia presentation explores some 
of the unique attributes of the cacti, agaves, and yuccas, 
and highlights what makes them such intriguing compo-
nents of our native plant communities. With stunning im-
ages of their colorful blossoms and unusual growth forms, 
his program showcases a number of species and varieties 
that occur in California’s deserts and coastal areas. 
Speaker: Botanist, writer, and photographer Stephen 
Ingram has created a detailed, highly readable, and beau-
tifully illustrated natural history and field guide, “Cacti, Aga-
ves, and Yuccas of California and Nevada,” a reference 
book that can be enjoyed by novice and expert. Following 
the presentation, Stephen will sign copies of this new book 
from Cachuma Press.
Thursday, June 25, 7:00/7:30 pm                                      
Topic: History of Oak Woodlands in Los Angeles County
Oaks and humans have a long interrelated and 
interdependent history.  Learn about how oak trees 
influenced many of the development patterns we see 
today, and how in turn, the woodlands have responded.
Speaker: Rosi Dagit is a Senior Conservation Biologist for 
the Resource Conservation District of the Santa Monica 
Mountains.  As a Certified Arborist, she began research-
ing native oaks in 1990.  She is presently coordinating the 
development of an Oak Woodland Conservation Manage-
ment Plan for consideration by LA County.
Thursday, September 24, 7:00/7:30 pm                            
Topic and Speaker: To be announced

EATON CANYON PLANT WALKS
• Sunday, May 10, 9:00 am, Leaders, Gabi & Cliff Mclean
• Sunday, June 14, 9:00 am, Leader, Clem Padick
• Sunday, Sep. 13, 9:00 am, Leader, Eva Morgan
 Meet at the flag pole in front of the Eaton Canyon 
Nature Center. Then go on a leisurely walk (about 2 hours) 
through the native plant garden that surrounds the Center 
and into the nearby wild areas. The walk is different 
each time — what’s leafing out, flowering, in seed, etc. 
determines what your leader will talk about — and different 
leaders bring different points of view.

PLANT SCIENCE TRAINING WORKSHOPS
 The CNPS offers Plant Science Training Workshops 
for professional and student botanists, ecologists, land 
managers, resource specialists, and conservationists 
to teach the skills and provide the tools necessary for 
conducting sound scientific surveys to protect California 
native plants and their habitats. 
 The range of announced costs for these 2-4 day 
workshops is $290-$470. The CNPS offers reduced or 
waived registration fees for the workshops, in exchange 
for work, to CNPS members who earn less than $30,000/
year. For more information go to 
http://cnps.org/cnps/education. 

BOARD MEMBERS
ELECTED OFFICERS
PRESIDENT: Gabi McLean 
 626-966-0580 or gabi.mclean@verizon.net
VICE-PRESIDENT: Terry Keller
 (562) 463-7503 or tkeller@riohondo.edu
SECRETARY:  Shelly Magier
 818-480-2438 or shellyam@aol.com
TREASURER: Graham Bothwell 
 626-449-8392 
OTHER MEMBERS
CONSERVATION: Rick Fisher
 626-335-2534 or toyond@earthlink.net
HOSPITALITY: Bernie Mateer
MEMBER-AT-LARGE: Candice Byers
 chorizanth@aol.com
MEMBERSHIP: Cliff McLean 
 626-966-0580 or cliff.mclean@verizon.net 
MEMBER SERVICES: Gabi & Cliff McLean
 626-966-0580 or gabi.mclean@verizon.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR: Norman Ackerman
 626-286-2270 or normanackerman@att.net
NEWSLETTER DISTRIBUTION: Andrea Edwards 
 626-305-8395 or adedwards8@hotmail.com
PLANT WALKS: Eva Morgan
 626-284-0029
PROGRAMS: Orchid Black
 626-794-1275 or orchidblack@charter.net
RARE PLANTS: Mickey Long
 626-398-5420 or mlongbird@charter.net
PUBLIC INFORMATION: Lyn McAfee
    626-359-5278 or LynMcAfee@aol.com
WEB EDITOR: Graham Bothwell
 626-449-8392

• Tue-Wed, May 5-6: Measuring and Monitoring
Location: Fort Ord, Monterey

• Fri-Sun, May 29-31: Rare Plants of San Luis Obispo 
County
Location: San Luis Obispo and coastal locations

• Wed-Fri. June 10-12: Introduction to the second 
edition of A Manual of California Vegetation
Location: A 3-day transect across the central Sierra Nevada.

• Tue-Fri, June 23-26: Great Rivers of California
Location: The American River.

• Wed-Fri, August 12-14: Vegetation Rapid Assessment
Location: Donner Summit

BOARD MEETINGS
• Thursday, May 7, 7:30 pm
• Thursday, Sep. 3, 7:30 pm

We meet at the Eaton Canyon Nature Center on the 
first Thursday of January, March, May, September, and 
November. Even if you’re not a board member, come and 
participate. We can always use new points of view.
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CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY

San Gabriel Mountains Chapter
1750 North Altadena Drive
Pasadena, California  91107-1046

Join or Renew Online

Instead of using the form on the left, consider joining or 
renewing your CNPS membership online using a credit 
card. As an option, set it up to renew automatically year 
after year. It is quick, easy, convenient, and reduces 
renewal mailing costs.

Go to www.cnps.org
Click on the JOIN button

Join as a New CNPS Member and Receive 
A Free Wildflower Poster

Choose from Wildflowers of the 
Desert, Coast, or Redwood Forest
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