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PBOGRAMS:

Programs are presented, at thc Emeral neetirg
at 7:30 on thp third Thwsday of the nnnth at
Eaton Canyon Nature Center, 175A N . Ahadcno
Dr. Plwne (818) 39&5420. Tlwre are rn'prograrns 

in July or Atqust.

THUNSDAY, MAY 21:
Milt McCauley Walka Us Through the Santa

Monica Mountaing

No-one knows the Santa Monica Mormtains
better than Milt McCauley, who is author of"Wildflowers of the Santa Monica Mountains."
a long-time member of the board of the
Theodore Payne Foundation, of the
Nature/i.lursery group, whic]r introduces
children to nature, and a member of the Santa
Monica Trail Council, a "multi-use gmup"
detlicated to improving access to the Santa
Monicae. On May 21st Milt pla$ to lure ug
deep into the Santa Monicas with his
enthusiastic presentation.

THI'RSDAY, JUNE 18:
Native Califonia Herbs

Chuck Entz is president of the San Fernando
Valley Herb Society (and a member since age
13), and drair of the Canoga Park Herb
Garden. Mr. Entz has a degree in liaguistics,
but is better known in native plant circles as
an authority on plants of the Bible, edible
weeds, and, especially, Native American uses of
local native herbs, which will be his topic on
June 18.

FIELD TRIPS:

SUNDAY, MAY 10, 8AM-2PM:
Orchard Camp

I'his hike takeg us up into shady Ganyoas,
which should be rich in woodland annu:als +)'ir
tine of year: caloqhodus, delphiniun,
lithofragnus, feras. Meet at the trailhead in
Siorra Madre at the corner of Miranonte and
Mountain Trail. Leader: Bick Fisher, 81M9&
7n0.

SI]NDAY, MAY 24,9AM:
Devil's Punc.hbowl

The Devil's Chair Tiail begins in elpoeed
terrain but soon a.ecends to the ahadier
footJrills, where we hope to see Fremontia and
other plants of the high ileoert. Meet at the
parking lot of the Devil'e Rrachbowl Cormty
Parh (138 E. from Palmdale to Pearbloesom: S.
on Longview Rd, which becomee Devil's
Punchbowl Ril.) Details Rick Fisher. 818t9&
7270.

SI,'NDAY, JUNE 21,9AM:
Charleton Flats for Father's Day

Charleton Flats is a favorite destination for the
CNPS in all seaeons. In June we can ereect to
see calochortus, delphinium and other anauals,
as well as lots of birds - and fathers! Meet at
tfie Day Use Parking lot (Angeles Crest past
Mt. Wilson to Charleton Flat turnoff; bear
right into canyon to end.) Details: Rick Fisher.
818/798-7270.



OPPOSITION EXPRESSED TO VENTURA
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT

The proposed Ahmanson Ranch development in
Agoura Hills threatens 400 acres of prime
native grassland, accordingto chapter president
Melanie Baer Keeley. Melanie has contacted
the Ventura County Board of Supervisons to
ef,Dress oon@rn over the developmeot, and to
document the botanical value of the area. Her
letter reads, in part: "...tire value of the
Ahmanson Ranch unique Purple needl+grass
(Stipa pulchra) grassland has been clearly
quantfied by botanical specialists. Also
Califmnia Department of Fish and Game has
detennined that stands of Purple needlegrass
are the raresf'of the state's plant communities
and are on the verge of extinction. This
particular Agoura Hills site has been found to
be one of best eramples of native grasslands in
California. Yet the Ahmsnson Developnent
Company... is intending to proceed with their
objective to install this golf couee."

Efrorts to preserve this endangered habitat are
critical, and opponents must battle two giant
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Southern California institutions: Home Savings
Corp. and Bob Hope. Melanie encourages us to 

-

w"ite to the Ventura County Board of
Supewisors expressing our oppoaition to the
Ahmaneon Ranctr devetropment. Lettere should
be individually addreesed to the Ventura
County Board of Supervisors: Supervism Susan
Lacey, Supervisor John Flynn, Supervisor
Maggi Eric.kson-Kildee, Supervisor Maria .
Vanderkolk, and Supervieor Vic,ky Howard,
South Victoria Avenue, Ventura. CA 93009-

PRAIX) BASIN OFFERS OPFORTUNNY
FOR VOLUNTEER RESTORATION

EFFORTS

Those who saw Daryl Peterson's prcsentation
on the Nature Conservancy'a Prado Basin
project know about thie crucial riparian
habitat, one of the few relatively intact in
Southern California and only an hour awa1r
from downtown LA. Tbe Nature Conservanry's
Restoration Reprt saye the Prado Basin "lies
along the Santa A-na River at tbe confluence of
Chino Creet, Mill Creek, Cucamonga Creek,
and Temescal Wash ...[and pmvides] hones to
numerouF rarc native species. At least 25
percent of tJ:e rernainin leaet Bell's vireo... as
well as western yellow-billed cuckoo,
southwestern willorry flycatcher... are found
here. "

The restoration project rill both re-eetablish a
riparian forest at the basin and serve a6 a sort
of laboratory of restoration technologr. To
volunteer for this year's planting, consult the
CALENDAR for available dates.

UC RIVERSIDE ANNOUNCES POSITION

UC Riverside's Department of Botany and
Plant Sciences is seeking an Assistant
Extension Natural Besourc€s Specialist and
Assistant Plant Ecologist. Applicants must
have a Ph.D. and demonstrated expertise in
plant biodiversity with emphasis on efrects of
urbanizat ion and plant community
fragmentation, and a strong basic knowledge of

continu.ed poge 4



CALENDAR OF EVEIYTS

MAY 9, SATURDAY, 9AM-11AM: Halfray Point Nature Walk, eponsored by the Palos Verder Land
Conservancy. A chance to learn more about an ecologically seDsitive area whic.h is the subject of a
proposed development. South Coagt Chapter CNPSi; call 519-8164 for hformation.

MAY 10, SUNDAY, 8AM: Field trip, Orthard Canp. See p. 1.

MAY 9-10, SATIIRDAY-SIJNDAY: Graes ldentilication Workahop, Ranclo Santa Ana Botanic Garden"
Claremoat. Native Grass Association. Contact Patti Gouveiq Parks llept./ City of Davis, 23 RueseU
Blvd.. Davis CA 95616.

MAY 9-10, SAT{IRDAY'SUNDAY. Siera Club Matilija Creet bac}pack. Annuat trck into Matilija
at peak of wildflower season. Moderate hiking 5-7 miledday d stream croesing 1trnngh gorge. Brhg
food for potluck salad. Send 2 large SASE d two $5 checks (one refunded ifyou partictpate) to klr. Bill
Crane, 15101 Magnolia Blvd #H-10, Sherman Oaks 91403.

MAY lf , MONDAY, 12:10-12:50: The Spring Amual Wldflower Collection, with Sally Ieaaceon. Safta
Barbara Botanic Garden.

MAY 13, WEDNESDAY, 7:30: Pasadena Sierra Club, Conservatlon Committee meetin3l. For people
interested in environmental activism. Pasadena Public Library, San Rafael Branclr" corner Ave 64 and
Nitbsdale Rd. Details Bick Fisher. 818/79&7270.

MAY 15-17, FRIDAY-SUNDAY: Annual Sierra CIub Nature Knowledge lflor&ehop. E{oy a weekend
of fun and learning io the Barton Flats area of the San Beruadino Nat'l Forest. $85 Sierra Clgb
Menbers; $90 non members. Details Sherry Boas 310/42$6958.

MAY 1&17, SATURDAY-SUNDAY, gAM 0ate arrivals welcome} Restoration work, Prado Bedn (gee
p. 2). Call 1-80G733-1763.

MAY 18, MONDAY, 12:1(L12:50: The Drought Tolerant Shade Plant Collection, with Carolin Cooper.
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden.

IVIAY 21, TIIURSDAY, 7:00PM: Montlrly meeting, Milt Mc{auley. See p.1. BOARD MEETING ft15;
PIIINT ID SESSION, ?-?:iX).

MAY 21, THIIRSDAY, 7:30PM: California Ancient Forest Alliance. Join other activists in planning
strategies to protect ancient fore8ts. Alrgeles Chapter Sierra CIub Office, 3550 W 6th St ,321. Detailg
Ned Boyer, 814792-22U.

MAY 23, SATURDAY, 9AM (late arrivals welcome): Restoration work - plant maintenane, Kern
River Preserve. Call 1-880-733.1763.

MAY 23-24, SATURDAY.SUNDAY, 9AM: Regtoration, Prado Bagin. Details 1€0G733-1763.

MAY 24, SUNDAY, 9AM: Field trip, Devil's Punchbowl. Details Rick Fisher,81A798-7270.

JUNE 3, WEDNESDAY, 7:30PM: Monthly meeting, Pasadena Sierra Club. Bob Bames, Cofounder
of the Kern River Research Center, will present an illustrated program on the history and preservation



of the Kern River waterthed. Eaton Canyon Nature Center.

JUNE 4, 11, 10AM-12NOON: An Lrtroduction to the Culture and Use of Herbs, Santa Barbara Botanic
Garden.

ruNE 6, SATURDAY, 9AM: Prado Basin restoration. Weed Baohing. Details l-8t["733-1763.

JUNE 13, SATURDAY, 9AM: Restoration, Kern River keserve. Details 1{00-733-1763.

JUNE 18, TI{LJRSDAY, 7:fi)PM: Monthly meeting, native herbs. See p. 1.

JUNE 20, SATUDAY, 9AM: Prado Basin restoration. Weed bashing. Detaile 1$OG733-1763.

ruNE 21, SIJNDAY, 9AM: Field trip, Charleton Flat. See p. l.

JUNE 19-21, FRIDAY-SUNDAY: CNPS Training se6sion6 in Plant Comrnunity mapping, Jamee
Reserve, San Jacinto Mountaine. Details Orange Coast Chapter, 519-8164.

JUNE 20, SATUftDAY: Orange Coast Chapter hike, Crystal Cove State Beac.h, Orange County. Eaey
5 mile route through oak groves and diverse plant communitiee. Detaile 519{164.

JUNE 21, SUNDAY, 9AM: Field trip, Charleton Flat. Details P. 1.

JUNE 22, MONDAY, 8AM-5PM: Synposiurn:"R€storation and Creation of Wetlanils in Coastal and
Southern California." HeI<I in conjunction with Pacific Division of American Assoc. for Advancement
of Science, at UC Santa Barbara, Buchanan HaII, Bm 1940. Includes field trip to Sa.nta Barbara vernal
pools, led bv Xrayne Ferren Jr., curator of UCSB Herbarium, on Tuesday, June 23. Meeting
inforsration: Pacilic DiviBion AAAB, Califomia Acail€my of Sciences, Golden Gate Park, San Francieco
94118.

JUNE 24, WEDNESDAY: "Protecting California Native Plant Conmunities" - Symposium at UC
Santa Barbara Carnpus, co-eponsored by CNPS.

JUNE 27, SATURDAY. 9AM: Kern River Preserve. restoration. Plant maintenance. Details 1€0G733-
1763.

The Newsletter of the San Gabriel Mountains Chapter of the California Native Society is published
bimonthly and is free to Chapter members. Non-member subscription $4.00. To join the California
Native Plant Society, write to CNPS, 909 12th St. Suit€ 116, Sacranento, CA 95814; specify San
Gabriel Mountains Chapter. Enclose check payable to CNPS. Membership: Individual/library - 925;
StudenUretired,4imited income - $18; famiVgroup - $35; supporting - $50.

UC Riuerside, atntinucd,
plaat community ecology and a knowledge of, or willingrress to learn, the California flora. Research
reponsibilities will emphasize the development of improved methods for maintaining, augmenting and
restoring biodiversity. For further information contact the Department of Botany and Plant Sciences,
UC Ri.zerside, 7141787 -4413. Application deadline is May 22, 1992.
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THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNTA
ACADEMY OT' SCIENCES AIYI\ruAL
MEBTING; OR" HOW I SPEI{T THE

RIOTS OF (MA$ 1992.

-by Becky Rothenberg

At frrst it wag a little hard to concentrate. what
with our city eplitting open along economic and
racial fault lines, revealing a eocial t€ctonics
every bit as shaly as it6 geolog/.-. I had just
determined that we should all devote our'selves
100% to healing the rifts between us and our
brotherr and sisters \phen keyoot€ speaker
Peter Raven stirringly exhorted us to to total
political conmitment on behalf of the global
environment. I was disnayed; this seemed to
edd up tn 200% of possible group effort * and
what was the connection? What wag the
interface between The Interface Between
Ecology and Land Development in California
and, say, South-Central LA? (I'n not saying
there isn't a con-nection; I just couldn't figure it
out at eight in the moraing.) And when
Douglas Wheeler further encouraged us to
dedicate ourselves to the pragmatic
compromises of local gmwth management and
habitat protection, that was 3AO%, and I
wanted to go home and pull the covers up.

But eoon the smell of eucalyptus replaced
smoke on Occidenta.l's sleepy campus, sirens
faded, donuts and &uit app€ared at regular
intervals, and we all got down to the business
of selecting items fmm the inteltectual
smorgasbord Jon Keeley had assembled for us:
four concurrent sessions, each with a
presentation every half-hour, each morre
compelling than the last. Every participant
emerged with a sheaf of notes, but here's a
random sample of what I learned (times being
what they are, I seem to have come away with
political messages.)

1. THE ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT IS IN
TROUBLE. It's up for reauthorization (re-
funding) and several ominous amendments
have been proposed to consider economic
oonsequences when listing a species and to
require that privat€ pmperty owners be
compensated for any bconomic impact that

o

might ensue from listing. We should write our
US Reps. in support of the Studds Bill (H.R.
4045) for reauthorization. (per Jim Bqrtel" US
F*h & wimnpl

2. ANNUALLY. MORE MONEY Ifi SPENT
ON ORDERING DOMINO'S PIZZAS FOR
CAPITOL HIII THAN ON ENFORCEMENT
OF THE ENVIRONMET{TAL PROTECTION
ACT. (op. cit.)

3. BIOREGIONAL, PROACTIYE PLANNING
IS TTIE ANSWER FOR CALIFORNIA. We
should write our California reps. in support of
the MOU (Memorandum of Understanding) for
Bioregional Planning and ttre Sierra gummit -
and of AB2l72, which propoaes a proactive
approadr to habitat conservation called"Natural  Communit ies Conservat ion
Planning.' (DouSlas Wtelcr, Setetary for
R e so ure.s for C alifor n ia )

4.NCN EVERYONE AGREES WTTII DOUG
WHEELER. "Natural  Conmunit ies
Conservation Plannilg" involves voluntary
agreements between developers and
environrnentalists which may be just eo much"happy talk" at thi6 point. Specificatly, in
regard to Coaetal Sage Scrub it seems to be a
tactic to circumyent the Endargered Species
Act, and while the coraliaf talk proceeils the
bnlldozers roll. (per Don Sil,uer, Endangered
HabiWs l*agw.)

s.GIS MAPPING SOF"TryARE TAKES
ADVA}TIAGE OF fiIE FACT TIIAT
NATT]RE PRODUCES PATTERNS AT ALL
SCALES. Biodiversity sorftware cqn c-baracterize
landscape mosaics, compare mosaics, and
produce "landscape accounting" - pinpoint rare
species, habitat typee, etc. (Ihis *as s very
interesting talk to which I'm not doing justice.
To a clos€t teLkie, GIS seemed like a powerful
tool.) (per G. Grenwood CaL Dept. of
Foresh!.)

It was an overwhelming, stimulating weekend
on many levels. The proc€dings fmm the
symposium will be published in the Fall:
informatjon can be obtsined from Jon Keeley.



ii+'*
ts;'
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Melanie Baer, 3011 Piedmont, La Crescenta 91214(818) 768-1802
Virginia Iser, 322 Garceloq Monterey Park 91754(818) 573-0390
Beclry Rothenberg, 339 S. Avenue 52, L.A. 90042(2L3) 257-6L20
Mickey Long, 1750 N. Altadena Dr., Pasadena 91107(818) 398-5420
Becky Rothenberg, 339 S. Avenue 52, L.A" 90042(213) 257-6L2O
Gordon Nunnally, 3760 E. Walnut Ave., Pasadena 9f107(818) 795-3639
Dermis Bryson, 2128 Stonyvale Rd., Tujunga 91042(818)76&1802
Ilarry Spilnaq 715 Prospect Ave. #8, S. Pasadena 91030(8f8) 799-9486
Lyn McAfee, 1528 Second St., Duarte 91010(818) 359-5278

PRESIDEl{I:
TREASUREB:
MEMBERSHIP:
B,ARE PI,ANIS:
NEWSLETTER
PBOGR,AMS:
FIELD TRIPS:
POSTER SALBS:
PUBIJC[IY:
CONSERVATION: Rick Fisher, 553 E. Woodbury Rd., Altadena 91001(818) 798-7270
DIRECTOR.S.AT-I"ARGE:

Rebecca Fisher, 553 E. Woodbury Rd., Altadena 91001(818) 798-7270
Horace Birgtq 1700 Golden Gate #1, L.A" 90026(213) 667-L726

zoII6 BIr.uoJ'F)'EuePEssd
-O^UC BUOPBIJV ITPON OEZI

JelclBrlD eqelunol^l letJqqD uBg
TIIDOR TNVICI INIVI.I VI}ft]OilN), . : -


	CNPS-SGM-news-1992-3-0506-200-01
	CNPS-SGM-news-1992-3-0506-200-02
	CNPS-SGM-news-1992-3-0506-200-03
	CNPS-SGM-news-1992-3-0506-200-04
	CNPS-SGM-news-1992-3-0506-200-05
	CNPS-SGM-news-1992-3-0506-200-06

